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READER: 


Hat there cannor be rwo more for- 
tanate prepertiesy than to have a 
little of the Fool, and nat too much of the 

| Knave, - was an oblervation of Him, 
zho (if the: Servant's extortion refle&- not 
on the Maſter's pig. ave or judgment) was 
neither of Both; the learned Lord Bacon. 

har thar- collecting Politician did coyly . 
remark, is here in a greater advance more 
poſitively made good ,” namely, Thar nor 
only Fortune, but, what is more comptehen-' 
live, Happineſs in all reſpedts, does devout-' 
lyattend fuch, as whom either Naturez7 or 
Diſtemper hath firſt monlded, or afterward 
corrupted into Fools , and" Madmen.' Aid 
certainly if the Abſence ot Grief, the Re- 
prieve from Care, the Unrelenting at Dil- 
appointments, and ſuch like 'well efteem'd 
ccidents,// do any way pertain to (as per- 
napsin the Philoſophy of bare Nature they 

holly make up) the Notion of Happrnef. 
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the cafie Refatr of each man's Fxperience, 
as well as the IndyCtion of the following 
Particulars, wilt abdodattly convince, That 
al ecy, ry ph wy and norſcldorny 
= /apd Regxer- peing Hagdmajdy 
to the iſ», while an-imtmoveabte Tompla-" 
cency is a conſtant Gueſt ro the Fool, _ 
3 85 much; mote DAPpy's 38 he is tes 
rals'd,".lels ;PEplex'as folicnons, rh 
_ the #6/er. . Bebdes of (what. was: race 
probable, and-is of late ingeniouſly atremp- 
t$d40; be. improved: t0 an higher: degree: of- 
credibilis;) 3 Ree/tty of 00s during) 
the Conceir; equally reſults trom an [mes 
giReYy 35a Real Object, and whar's Aierys 
and Pbamiaſtick in the <4jprehenſon, way be 
fix, and” ſold: in the Frartetm yo b fee: mo: 
great teaſog, why 2: Foal's! Blils ſhoulet 
nor, Withour a figure, be_ a. Paradiſe in .the: 
propriety of the word. fince it ig aSrere;, 
whereis, neither | Defire ovrſtrips- Enjoy+: 
ment, not Fear of: Deprivation: damps the 
comlorsi of: a preſepr-PolleGios. : | + 
| Baxr after Alj;- there i9 4: ae dillerence 
bewwixe; what-is ſiritly Toe ,- and: what's: 
finely Plauſhle;; and rheretpre ny ſmooHbs 
ly fever it way found;, | That the (heing! 
; OO of all -we. do bur pppaſe Good;'is, 
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the coidryencing all we carwimagine Aappy,! 
(whieb-by the by were ic uncontitionnely! | | 
granted > woold infer, 'that'"the degenera.! 2 
tipg/iv1o. Bruteo, was'| an” approach ro'the +: 
| hacoming Gods ): yet it is undeniably expe»! 
rienced, that "this Happineſs of Fools wilt ;; 
never be:made fo-much-the. cp?mion bf Others,” !: 
aSit-is the Farth of Themſeloes; This Pa” # 
radoxtheretore; we. may well prefume, was # 
not the ſole aim of the Aorhor, who from? 5 
principles of Selbintereft was-obliged: not | 
19; be in eargeſt;! when he dectanms againſt” Þ 
his/own accompliſhmenrs ob Wits Learning) 
and Wiſdom, and ar the ſime rimie attributes | 
the wolt artatnable PerfeQicn'1o whagthes 3 
himfelE was..ar the greateſt” diſtance: from; + 
Potage;abdiFolly. : He might perhaps, tike * 
the irproxs Orators give the! worldian hins, 5 
Thatihatany'time he appear'd/Parron-on the 
juſtet fide of any controverfie,” mens 0f 'Mo- # 
rals: and Conſcience were behotden ro Himi 7 
for bis cboice of ;Argument; fince/ be could! > 
poliſh ihe rofigheſt Paradox with 'as' Wuely : 
cafe, and fucceſs, as he ccnld (itjhuſtratethe 
moſtireceived Fruch ; 12nd with the fubris 7 
hzg-Gy/ippas: ſhould fooner went Opineons® 7 
te-{-0dabrozch; thaw upon the takivg up ary 3 
Opener want arguments to defend in} Ruries 2 
-£] | therwife 
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therwiſe it is apparent, that (like perfons of 
ſquinring Opticks, who role their Eyes one 
way, and yet direft their Looks another) 
eur Author, Archer like, ſhoots juſt contra- 
ry from where he pretends to aime, 'and 
makes a compleat Satyr againſt Fools, of 
what he entitles a Panegyrich upon Folly. 
Under this Covert he levels more fecurely, 
wounds more inoffentively, and leaves 
room for 2 {afer retrear, than if he had fell 
too bluntly on, and made an open Aſſault 
inſtead of an ambuſcading $urpriſe. And in- 
deed the Palate of each mans Judgment, be- 
ing.the ſame with thar of his Taſte, is 
clogg's, and nauſeated with whar's ſweet, 
and luſcious, and repaired only by the whet- 
ting Particles of ſharp, and corroding, ' yer 
zgain a. ro0 biting Reproof, withour ſome 
iatermixture of Wheedle, ſeldom making 
Converts of rhoſe ir is applied ro; | Sub- 
| jeRs of this nature are certainly then beſt 
handled, when the perſons to be refleted 
> * enareinthe {ame Periods /aug/d out of their 
” miſtakes, and yet flattered into amendment. 
© Bythis Artifice- in the following TraR, all 
--, the Scandals, Corruptions, groſler Abſurdi- 
nes, or more. trivial failures of a crazy 
world, arc expoſed with as: equal a doſe of 
In- 
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Inſfinuation, and Sarcaſme, as either the oyli- 
neſs of a Sycophant could on the one hand 
ſupgeſt, or the gall of a Poet on the other 
expreſs. As he ſpared no one degree of Ape, 
Sex, or Profeſhons ,- out of cowardice, or 
_partiality z ſo, to be moſt correſive, where 
the ſore was moſt cankrous , he is leſs nig. 
eardly of his taunts, and ſtriftures, upon the 
borches and excreſcencies of the Romiaie 
Church, whoſe. Marts of Indulgence , Trin- 
kers of Superſticioo, Blindneſs of the Lairy, 
Impeſtures of the Prieſt  *and mcſt other 
appthdages of cheat , and deluſion are fo 


boldly ript up, and ſmartly -animadverreq _ * 


©n,.:a5 no-Cconfidence could, have. outbraypd, 
nor any the higheſt reach of wit can everis 
and. Upon which account. Part: of t 

Subject being ſo faſhionably grateful, I'pres 
ſume the whole Tranſlation may bethe more 
welcome; eſpecially fince ſeveral Dialogues 
of. the ſame Author have. been accept; 
done inta Enphb,ro repreſent the LEVITIES 
crept into the Church of Rome; by a Perſon 
that, maugre the reproach: of malice is'tio 
donbr, as fincere a Pxofcflor of Proteſtant 
Religion, as he'is a zealous Patriot of Chri- 
ſian Loyalty ,, and (if Circumſtances iren- 
dred it more neceflary) could as freely'exs 
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e the _—_—— of Popery; 'us he dots 
G 5 -in unanbvetable rs diſcover 'the 
 Jnpudence-and\ Hypocritiz of a 
= Fake: a Fadionthar has been \the:\/dan- 
E .dalef Chriſtianity, and the /\meer Burkſque 
* Of Proveſtantiſmey char has fotfeired ani {n= 
> - Hulgendd,: out: dared anvblivan, and: f0'ldkr 
defiance to Mercy .;as well. as Juſtice, 
till rhe Capinal Punifumnty. of 'Tireafon args 
diſcharge the'leffer Penntrd>t of _—_ v9 = 
Bur rbis is:certain, rhe. Papal Policy,wh 
demands ſo ſtraight-lac” da php boar 
her members, would never haveſufſered Fraf- 
mas £ohave took ſo unbridled a rahge/ inithe 
and cenſures of her Extravaght- 
\ Gies, /if he had/mor nick?d the apporte 
of:doing it ar fach a time, and undey'fui 
circumſtances; xs when the more: ptofeſy'4 
atraque :of | Luther» and bis Adberents! ih 


Germiny > | impos'd cn her a Prudenrial ne- 
” <ceſhry of paws? PRs ! her friends; thar 
ſhe mipbe have an undiſtorbed leiſare,* and 
; More unired ſtrength [to oppoſe che! ranmr' 
Znemyy {othir under charJunftute the wis 
forCc'd pariencly to put up- what ar: any''o. 
het ſeaſon ſhe:would” have heinouſly reſen- 
- acd: As: Princes, engaged in » hazardotls 
3 Irvry are obiig'd co' conntve: ar ſome lirtie 
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Encroachments from their SubjeRs, or Prove- 
cations from: their Allies,” which in| a more 
ſertled poſture they would ſcorn to bear, or 
comply with.; Thus (as | the Reaſons of 
5 are parallel , though the Caſes be as 
wie el fr, as the Confidence of ſpeak» 
add the ,lmpudence of a Lie) 
= Jrarayen ca MPR nad con 
enough to cence, and -lupprefs luch treaſo- 
bi an ſeditious Libel which nor. ſo long 
fiace. perk'r up with undaunted forcheads, 
and ſtared even Majeſty ir {elf out of coun- - 
NT pok 
Yer Emer, our Author was not. que» 
tioned by . publick urkiocitys we are ſure 
thar he Es hog gall and chafed ſeveral, 
yor only of his profeſſion jn general: but of 
his mpre intimate friends and acquaintance-; 
NOPE pak his beloved Dorpins (with whom 
| as QeaTr-J familiazitys. 2s 
pr ot conference, and frequent - corge- 
ipondence , cogld either. occaſion, or. im+ 
prove) was a.nercled a; the ficſt appearance 
o of this. TraCt;, that he ſends him a, rattling 
Reproof to which, though. Eraſmus - b- | 
joyned a very. reconciling Reply., yet we 
ave good g unds to, preſume, ,thar, they 
Were never afterwards. cordially, Frig 
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And Lifter, who in Eraſmus his' life-rime 
republiſhed this Treatiſe withhis &wn'Norez, 
or tai ; undertook this rask; 
ſo much out of reſþet#' to his friend! the 
Author, or care for the promotion of Lear- 
ning, as he did to ſalve: and palliage the" [e- 
veral-reflexions- upon. the | faſhionable 
Religion, as wilt" appear 'ro'atly "indifferent 
obferver, who cannor' but"fee thar rhe'p 
ſecurities; and difficutries '6f the Text (whi 
perhaps are too few, and mean,” to need tity 
explication ) are- bur fligtitly rouchic” at, 
while great pains and caution is imp! s 
in-eicher perovertmng,, or atleaſt; 


thoſe paſages, which lay 'tos heavy ' a hain 

upon any” of cheir © hallowed torryprivns. 

e. the whole 'Citholick part) ce n- 
{ed at i his liberty of Ri LIT: 

woke h- for the” Fett 

they did- -nor* by '/any Bok 

him in'perſon -te the Re white alive,” 'y rd 

fince* his death they” TY di eres kim Ba 


way ro Hell ig Effpie cheir lare 
Hiſtorians a! any JeS a apo ohm y 'men- 
tion him wirhour'ſome: lirtle' wiping chard> 
Rer,as ir were cafie to find materials for ins 
ſtances in feyeral particulaty,/ Yet (whit 
vas furc ro be the conſequence, and reed 

vas 
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was but. juſt) he. impaired his: eſteem with 
the Romaniſts at no faſter a'rate 'than he ad- 
vanced ;his-.reputation with; the Reformed, 
ſpecially here'in Englend, where a Tranſ- 
xjon of his Paraphraſe on the New Teſtament: 
was.in the firſt of Edward the Sixth ordered: 
obe placed in all Pariſh Churches, and:in 
lome of them to this day remains :::. The: 
method whereof is very profitable, and: the' 
tile both eaſie, and eloquent ; yer on ſome 
exts.there is impoſed bur an harſh Inters' 
rretation, as 1'am in. one particalar more 
{pecially engaged .to take notice, becauſe 
he ſame fenle-is' given of the ſame paſſage 
ward the-latrer end of this following piece, 
where animadverting upon the diſingenuity- 
pf Commentators, he fingles our Framzſrus 
Lyra, who treating '0n thar Text of St: 
uke, c. 224 36: { He that hath no ſword; tet- 
Wn ſell his garment, and buy one, } had withs: 
ut much impropriety taken the whole 4- 
ally, though indeed with a _very' extravas 
ant Inference. for. rhe; egitimacy of Pri- 
are Defence incaſe -oF Perſecution; Our 
thor might reaſonably + arraign this. De» 
uRion of a dangerous Inflaence y//but not 
dntent With this, he-proceeds, and' as well 
:re, aS in: his Paraphraſe maintains, Thar 
| (b3) the 


To the Reader P 


the Sentence is ſuch a ſort of: Metaplior, a$ 
by the Sword muſt be underſtood that only 
of the Sper:t. Ir is true, a great many Com- 
mentators interpret the ſenſe Figuratively, 
yet ſo, as the word Sword ſhall be* taken' for 
neither Material » nor Spiritual, bur only 
denote the forerelling of egy Pager 
caution the providing for Tribulation, an 
Martyrdom. Yer foine other ' Expoſitors'do 
with more of Naturalneſs, and perhaps not 
leſs of ' Truth apprehend the' words {terally, 
and conclhnde, That our Saviour hereby au” 
rhoriſed his Diſciples to be furniſhed: with 
weapons for ſecurity againſt rhe' aſſavlts © 
. private 'Robbers, who at that time Joſephus 
-obſerves were very numerous : Theſe ſame 
Arms, which might be employed for th 
preventing przvate Pillage, or Afaſſinarion 
were to be-lai& down on all orher"the moſt 
urging 'provocations at the feet *of Publich 
Authority ;'of which when there: appear-c 
but 2 'bare face, i'our Lord command 
Peter to ſhearh his ggord, and threatens, th: 
whoever upon any occaſion did hereafter 
take it, ſhould perrſb by if. This may per 
haps be thought tos ferzous, ind (as ſ0)im 
pertinent for the introducing: ſo light anc 
Comical an Argument:* But it ought 4: be 
ag WERE _ 
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ſuppoſed proper'enough, fince'it has an im- 
mediate relation to a paſſage in rhe fojlow- 
ing Diſcourſe , wherein with ſubmiffion T 
preſume the Author was a little, too bold 'in 
his Comment, and'in fome meaſure incurs 
the fame guilt himſelf, which he ſo finartly 
npbraided in others. His miſunderſtanding 
of which may however be the more meriting 
an excuſe; becauſe it may well be ſuppoſed 
to have been 'occafioned by an honeſt de- 
fgn of promoting Uniry, Peace, and Chari- 
ty, 'in the obviating that prerence, which 


"was by ſome drawn from this very Text of 


propagating Chriſtianity by all the moſt en- 
orcing- methods'of Torttre; War, and 
Slaughter ; aS if the teaching of "Nations were 
ro be accompanied wirh the" Baptizing them 
in Bloucl, ' and \Converts *muſt have their 
own' wounds to bleed, before they could be- 
come ſen (ible' of the benefits of a woundes,; 


and bleeding Saviour. | Sn I 
= hee Betivite Excuſe for any other Fai- 


lure through the following Difconrle; ſo 
that to remove the' guard ro thar place, which 
rhe enemy inay find cafieſt to attaque, 'T miſt 
divert-the Apology for the'"Huthor, to one 
more” requiſite;*for- rhe Tranſlator. © Againſt 
whom (befide all other piques, and _ 
aha c10nsS 


To the Reader, 
tions) there will. no queſtion. be es 


thruſting Obje&ion, namely , That tl 
ſame Piece of Wits . Pageantry has þeer 
twice already .cloath'd. 1a, our | Mothe 
rongue, . ſo.that rhe Republ/bing ar leal} of 
one of theſe Tranſlations; might havelaper= 
{eded, the trouble. of a_ new, one. It; may, 

' T hope, be no [candal ro.canfeſs ,. That x1 
afrer my firſt Onſer, I had.;neither by, Sight, 
nor Report, gathered any. intimation.of che 
fore-ſtalement herein ; of which I were yer 
the leſs inquiſitive, becauſe the Perſon, who 
impoſed on me.the Undertaking,. rook: the 
Negative for granted » though he ſtood in 
better circumſtances of being informed, and 
was more concerned in ;the conſequence. 
Bur allowing the worſt, Re-iran/latzors; of 
hare have been, ſo ſucceſhvely performed, 
ſo much to, the ſervice of the preſent. times» 
and juſtice to rhe firſt Authors, thar Arttempes 
of like nature can be ng. longer. invidious- 
it they are, grounded, on the. fame. Jaduce- 
ments, and do an{wer cheſame, End, and De- 
fign, How far 1 can ſquare: my. let ng 
this Rule, will in part appar by chis.tol>,, 
lowing Obſervation :. Orggrnale. of que lans 


guage are differently to, be rendred into. an- 
other, according to their reſpeCtive Matter, 
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ad,SubjeR// 'o;2n argument, of Þ 
wr more brcety om ot gals 


tre fs "much depen: 3 on the pettus 
nuloe ſe of The Author, that there can 

& 09 _laricude, or deviation allowed, but 3 
pot cadence is far more Preferable, than 2 
bold, though tunable, variatzen ; whereas on 
the contrary, } Poeſe, Orgtory, Panepyricks, 
Me Gee ike loſer labjefts, the ex&et- 
ney, teſulting: [Wer HOWE the Stile, and 
ancy in gener nl; og the ſrickneſs 
of. particular. por rg ay » ay 
there muſt» Be ſome ſuch Ne ily of diſcre- 
tion colecated, as ſhall, within. due bounds 
new marſhal xhe.yords, and in tome meaſure 
plaiſter over the abruprae(s, and incoherece 
of. ſcale. , | Accordingly the, d: defign of Tran[. 
lazions ſeems then, beſt an{wered: whey the 
re ſpetiv Kendcters {quare Aheir Artewpzs 
by, the foregging Ruley, the ſame; Liberty 
deing an unpardc gable exfrauggance in the 
ne, which is no. worle than. a becoming 
freedom in the oh Er,: As.th Painter, who 
is jtr TT Face ra rhe Li 6, ML 
my 16 ul toan 9X4 Trank wick of 
ah gait Lhkg withans 4hy, room 


or Flattery, Jimning even Yeuus, nia 
I's ith a blemiJhing Mole ; FE in the 
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| Copying after a Landc&;p, or other flouriſh: 
ng Draughe, bock Colours, and other Fea- 
kures for the laſtre of Proſpect may be to 
fat alrered> as the Judgment of the Atrift 
Thall with Liberty recommend. The Refill 
of This, it is my Intereſt 'to'have thus uni 
derſtood, Or TEnguage harh been ſo much 


polifh'd, and refin'd, fince the firſt appear? 


. "ance ,of this Detlamation in 
Thrown Che. "Enghſb, * thar had it fallen into 
buct,ond prin= "my hands ETEſ entred on thi 
tee at Lonens ork, the pertifal' of it woul 
have' ſcarcely diſcourag'd 'me 
from purſuing | the undertaking: For roi 


2549, in 4% 


have adventured | abroad a ſecond Edi- 
tion of this antiquated Verſion, would 
doubtleſs haye been! interpreted as a dehgn 
rather of exerciſing the Reader in rhe un-i 
pleafant task of laboriouſly picking out the 
meaning of obfolere words,” and exprefiions, 
thanof fairly leading him into rhe rrue and 
2<nuine ſenfe of the original ; although 
what is here afferted might be eaſily made 
out beyond all poſſibility of exception» yer 
the.learned author acquirted himfelf fo very 
well hereit, rhar he comes fully up even rol 
themoſt commendable way of writing, which 
obtain'din his time; The modern Tranſ)a"WF-: 


To the Reader. 


or (to. whord 1 intended. the rule, but now 
aid-down, .to. be chiefly applied) tied him- 
gf fo ftrialy: ro. a literal obſervance of the 
Litin, that to a bare Engliſh Reader , unac- 
tained with. alluſions ro the eloquence of 
Latin tongue, his Verſion is lometimes 
puzling - -and; obſcure, at: leaſt never ſo. 
mooth, 3nd voluble, as rhe gaiery of the 
rgument world b2tter have diſpens'd withs 
thereas in this Rehearſal of mine, I haye 
more. | ntel to my, own Eaſe, and more. 
atefolly,; queſtion nor, ro, the palate of 
hers) allowed; my felf ſach elbow-room 
ffexpreſſign,.as- the humourlomneſs of the 
abject, and the 1diom of each, language did, 

noites if not; command. Yec1 would nor have 

hereby ſuſpeRed. thar 1 have takena ſtray- 
| bg Frilque, or Jant, beyond the limits of a 
tit decorum 5-n0- | have been ſo free, L hope, 
$ not ro be /centious, fo bold, as not tg be 
maodeſt : I conſidercd, that rambling va. 
I as well as verbatim conſtructions, 
er 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
' 
ll 
; 
> 
d 
n 


2h the ſcandalous Tasks of School- boys ; 

efore I lo far conſulred the avoiding each 
Wxcreme, that I have this dzsjunitive Plea: to 
Wag the men of Teeth with, Wherever the 
| 18-4773: appears to have been (cemingly inju— 
a, and receded from, rhere I doubred a 
(ec) too 


To the Reader," 
too cloſe adherence wonld have beenrough;: 
and jarring: Again, where the £ng2b wants: 
any thing of cadence, or coheretite, there 
check'd my range, and was afraid of treads 
ing 100 wide from the foorſteps.of the Oii-/ 
ginal. For that the ſame Haratizue, com 
pletely eloquent in'one' rofigue,” would'be' 
leſs winning , and perſuaſive, when cloſe in- 
rerpreted in another, is as obvious, as: that' 
Travellers, if they adapr not their gatb to:the' 
mode of the country they refide in, areifas 


ther an obje& to tare, and pay it, (than!eo 


bow to, reverence, ' or be anyway! refpeftedl: 
The Reaſon on which this'is grounded," bev 


ing a, Propriety in each language ropeculia 
Tropes, Figures, Phraſes, &#*iSf0 known 
a Topick, rhar co them who unterſtand etc 
original Latin ir is wholly '/uperfluoss,” 406d 
rothole that do not; it is altogerher as nods 
leſs. © $412.43 pa y TI ; 
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To the AuTHOR upon this 
 *..: Tranſlation. 


We thought, Sir, hitherto without ſucceſs, 
© On the Expedients for Happineſs : 

This to deſire by nature we're inclin'd 
Which weinour reſearches ſeldom fing. | 
It doth, like Beauty, in the Fancy lie, ' 


— 


As *tis agreeable- to the Lover's eye; 
Cameleon-like from all things takes a die. 
One thinks it doth conſiſt in ſanguine mirth, 
When the Debanch to Wit muſt give a birth: 
Another's happy if Corinna's kind, 

The Wiſe mancalls it Indolence of mind : 
The Miſer to them all prefers his Wealth, 
The Jolly liver fays tis. florid health : 

But theſe miſtaken wretches go aſtray, - 
Thy Anthor only hath found out the way ; 
Like.to phantaſtick Chymiſts they preſume, 
Till all their Projects break away in fume ; 
To ſearch the ſecret out they vainly try, 

For after al}; jt doth in Folly lie.; 

(62) 
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This, *cauſe *tis innocent, is the beſt eſtate, 
Which with reſiſtance blunts the edge of fate 
Him with a Genius Nature doth inſpire, 
Which others by Philoſophy acquire z 

All things content a Foo], and nothing cloys, 
Which they define the heigth of humane joys ; 
He driveling on the Shore ſecure can be, | 
And view unmov'd the tempeſts of the Sea : 

No formidable News doth him alarm, 

He is in peace, tho? all the world doth arm ; 
*Gainſt all misfortunes hath a jure defence, 

His skull's impregnable with want of feaſe ; 
His paſſions quiet, and his mind fedate, 
Nothing provokes his Envy, or his Hate : 

He unconcern'd can ſtand with laughing eyes, 
And ſee Unworthy men to Honor riſe ; 
Fortuue a ſordid piece of Earth refines, 

And from a Dunghil drawn the Meteor ſhines: 
Then none the upſtart inſolence can indure, 
Whoſe Soul is narrow, and his Birth obſcure ; 
Ugder the maſque a Furie's face doth ſhow, 
Tho! for the Conſulate He bowed low ; 

His Will without his Reaſon doth O_— ; 
Thunder $ t00 weighty # 10r 2 vulgar hand : 


The! 


Then he is freed from books laborious toil, 

Hedoth not ſpend his Time, nor waſte his Oyl, 

Lmpair his colour, and conſume his ſtrength, |! 

Then grow too ſubtle for himſelf at lengrh;” 

Before h' hath traveld half the way he's dead, - 

The very fineneſs of it breaks the thread, | 

The Turks allow an Idiot a Shrine, 

They think in Folly ſomething is Divine ; 

His AQtions ſtill an equal tenor keep, 

No frightful Images afflict his ſleep ; © 

His Guardian-Angel then the care doth take, 

His Innocence preſerves him when awake ; 

This great advantage he'is happy in, 

He wants a brisk- capacity to ſin; 

Sometimes a Vice he blunders on by chance, 

But all his faults are thoſe of ignorance ; 

Beſides, a Changelingis no Hypocrite, - 

For what he is he ſhews you at firſt ſight; 

Whilſt others do their Native ſebves-diſguiſe 

- With nauſeous pretence of being Wiſe ; 

+ Of Criticks they aſſume the ſurly-ſtate, 

- Andgenſure thoſe they cannot imitate ; | 

Like bladders only they of wind are full,  . 
And hide with gravity their beingdull ; _ - 


| The? 
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_ Tho' they with ſcorn the: world do Ridicule,, : | 
Yet the Aﬀefted Wiſe one is the Fool. ;.,, 
/ But my Digreſſion returns to-You, (tt, 
To give that charater whichis your due ; -.- // ; 
And it impartially I can beſtow, | 
The Author by his work Tonly know ; 
So that if what I find I muſt commend, 
*Tis done without being byaſs'd as his Friend. 


. 
LOO 


'Tis not your *Pride, your Folly, or your Fate,; 


That makes you chooſe” Eraſmw to tranſlate. 

If with ſach Verſions you the world delight, 
You can oblige it equally, and write 3 

And here you have as'much of judgment ſhown, 
As if it had entirely been your own. 

This way of writing once was thought a vice, 
But now the touches of it are ſo nice, 

That who this elegant Province would adorn, 
. Not Made, but he on purpoſe mult be Born. 
Some ſpoil all Subjects that they write- upon, 
As Ladies dawb. a good complexion : | 
So High-way Beggers others children hire, 
With ruddy looks, and all their limbs _ 
But they in induſtriouſl are: wats At 


— ———— 


* Denbaſh.. 
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EF 
For to promtote'the canting Gypſies trade? | 
Things that ate delicate foul hands will ſtain; 
But from yours always they doluftre pain. 

The French have Inckily on this ſibjeafel, 
(The valy thing they ever yet didwell,) 24] 
Ingenuous D* Ablanconre ſhall lead'the Van, 


Wittrhis ſmatt'Dialogues of Zat#ir ; 

Him copyed by #$kilful hand we " 

An Ancient Dfollt Moder Railfery': 1H 
A double honour to Boylelew i$ Une? | wo 
Who is « Writer and: Tranſlator toy | 0120” 


He choſe the nobieſtAnthor of his time, 19s. 
Like his Longina 5177 is ſublimey 1? 107 214) 
Then Yauget4sdid'mighty pains beſtow 10 331 7 
On Carts but He dlways was tooflow ; 0117 
His Heroe in 1 tiMhad Afia" or” 1 iO 
He conquer'd faſter than this Frentlhman wWror'@? i! 
But ſtill their natbral vanity is ſth," 557 10G 
In this, and alfthingyelſe they 46-t60 muchs [4 | 
They han gear ap irnrty ot ity . 
And make theit Mife'a Soburb'Proffitite ; 

For what at firit Was'antioully etitford; _ 
Like to the conttn6tt \way ivrnow expend; &AT 

r _ Coquette tan'tiow her Author yi" 7g 


a. And 


SH, 
And like her Paraquettoe talk by rote{ .... . 
Their Wit is like their Converſation,, ſlight, -. 

The Eng liſh 1 witha Manly vigor write: .. Gy =” 
If they at any time with labour ſtrain, AS 
The greatneſs; of the birth doth cauſe the painz, 
With joynts robuſtly knit the Iofant grows,.........: 
And fo makes compenfation. for. the chrowes.,... x; 
By reading your Tranſlation we:can tell, _.. ..-: 
How much in their own way we them. excell.., - , - 
Our Learned Acbers lately hath. brought forth: |, 
Men hardly to be equall'd for: their worth, : .,/\;7 
Ducretins firft-in Engliſh did appear, - {9s 'T 
(But you, Sir, worſhip Muſes leſs ſevere F:1 

That work1s-tow. unto perfeQtion, brought, - 

' Which all mengxeaded in the: very chought 5. \ | 
Our fruitful Mother. hath hecf@if; out-done. .;; 
In teeriug-with ſo excellent a Son; | .. ..,.. 
Ofours the admiration doth engage... - N ant 
And the applauſes. of the future / "F2 Date ol 
You with the ſoftneſs of your. Art; beguile,” . , . 
And teach. the-rigid Sroick, how -to: ſmile: 

You hit the humor of the Book ſo Knee. -c., -.5 
That Comical-Eraſmw breaths in. Youz ... . » 
Weſeethe ſpirit of the Author ſhine 


us / | 
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It every Pape, in every pleaſant Line, 
The Stile's ſo clear, ſo Admirably fine. 
What Fruits will not your Age maturely bring; 
$o fertile, if {6 early is your Spring ? | 
Theriſing Sunſets forth a previous Ray, 
Engaging to ſhine brightly all the day. 
Your Talents, Sir, do make you juſtly fit © 
For to tranſlate this noble piece of Wit, 6 
Who haye your ſelf fo great a fhare of it. 


M. MORG AN. 


To. his int Friend on tis oy 


we 31 WP 
cellene, Jyauſlacion of 
MORI4E SN COMMUN. [ 


Here's ne"re. 4 Blade of Fob 17 nthe Town, 
Þ But if you chance to.terms him Fool, or. Claws, 
Straight SatisfaCtion cryes, and then wich feed 
' The Time, the Plate,and Rapier's length decreed. 
Prodigious Foys, [le ſmear, which can't agree 
To be calf what's their Eappineſs to be : 
Bleſt Ideots! 
That in an humble ſphere ſecurely move, 
And there the ſweets, of 4 ſafe dulneſs prove, c 
Nor envy the proud heights of thoſe who range) 
 F olly, ſure Friend of a miſgn uided Will, (above, 
fords a kind Excuſe for doing Wt; | T 
And to the peaceful breaſt , wherein ſhe lives, A 
A free, and a true guſt of pleaſure gives : 
Whilſt Wildom's Patron with diſcreet allay Th 
" Pall's bu delights, and deadens all his joy: 
Than this noug ht more does evidence the love, 
Or more enſur's the care of Powers above : 


Heaven (till beſtows on thoſe it doxs deſpiſe, 


The creditable- of bong Wiſe . 

Ard Socrates, that prudent, thinking tool, 

Had the Ood\ kv bing new\oree prod a ef oo 

My thinks our Author, when without a flaw, 

"The grace} of bill Niiftcels be deer dr aw, 

Wiſhes (if Metempfuchoſivie rixe, 

And ſouls do change their caſe, dnd att anew) 

Tn bis next life! be only might afpire - 

'M 7 the few \bynins of ſoit ſoft Country Sqaire, 

HE Whoſe beaat web ſuch tikg avahiinents is franght, 

As in bioyoarts bid careful Goammwli taught: 
And now (dear Friend, tow: frall we tothy trrow ' 

Pay all thoſe Lditrets whit he juitly owe 2 © 0 

For thou frſh bonors to the Work do'ſt brifg, ! 

And to the Theme : nor Jerms that pleaſme thing, 

"WW ich be ſo wells in Latin has expreſs't, 

Leſs Comical in Engliſh garments areſi't ; 

Thy ſentences are all fo clearly wrought, 

And ſo exatthy placds e 'ry Thokghe, 

That, which 1s more obligd,3 we ſearce can t ſee 

The Subjett by thine Author, or Himſelf by Thee.” 
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In the perſon "e Fob. 


Ty _ Away, you fullen, theepiſh ſouls, 

Whoſe broody thoug bes fit __ harching 
Rules! 

You Tub-Philoſophers, whoſe KN 

Make Earth as Helliſh'as the Srygsan\Plains ; - 

Your uncouth, louring Grimaces become. 

Your moody Muſings on your-ſelves at home. 

But no Infernal viſage muſt be ſeen, 

Where all are to be jolly. by deſign," 


Vail then, or vaniſh, : die, or GPPRnr, 
Ang kaye us Fools to our Careſles here. 


My thundring Mandates having pure 'd the air 
The Gods conſenting, and the. paſſage clear, 
I thus attempt my grandicur to extoll, 
AXting my own Encomiaſt i ina Droll :, 
Vie make deſcriptive Gloſſes on a Straw, F | 


And cant the world to 2 Tarantula. 


(ſeen 
'Thus, long-bleſs't herd, have I with patience 


Atinerve's Scepter taking place of mine ; 
Tha 
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That curs't V/5ra70" whofe officious'Spies  --» 
Have watch*t-you out of all your Libraries : 
Her School-Devotes 2 baſe degentrons: brood, 
Like waſpiſh Inſefts ſwarm, and'buz abroad: 
Theſe with unruly Inſolence have made 
6 Injurious inroads on thoſe Rights I had 
They fetter Souls with magilſteriall +, 

And lefture Free-men' into Vaſlallage; 

Nay, by 'the circumventions of Diſpute 
They+ptove my Chaſtity a Proſtirute. ' 

Thus overgrown in Sophiſtry, and Pride, 
They're Kings themſelves; but make all-Slaves b- 
And'ſhall theſe Rebes thus uſurp it-on'?* (ide. 
No; their dogmatick Tyranny ſhall down: 3 
Inſtead of Problems'; *Schemes, ''Compendiums, 
Thoſe Execution-Fngines of the Schools; ' (Rule, 
MF 1, with my Pictures, Puppets, Dwarfs,and Ape, 
Maſques ; Mermaids,” InterJudes , F and' Anticte 

X ſhapes, T | : 
Wil mount the Stage, ridicalouTy fine, 

In all thi& colours of 41 Indian Queen #07 * 
Which Magazine of Rarities preſents;! ©  * 
ef A Galfimaufry of Diyertiſements 3-1 + 7.04 +7 
For beautilied by Art, *or Nature's 'drefs,” | 
Vets” | They 


#4, < 7 - _ by 3 o 
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They all enamoyr by: theig Prettinefs,-” - ;-» 2: 
While the admiring mph Ms 
Do proſeiytethemſclves to Votaries. '- jel 


In early days, when men,unued to eaſe 
Commenc'd by natural Inſtalment Fook,... Es 
When facred Ignorance it's Umbrage ſpread,,: » 
And all fate cool, and quiet in the ſhadey; ..; ; 
So long the Proyince of my Reign did kaow , 4 
No other bounds than Earth, and Heaven do,.,;; 
But when the world grewlight, and hot, as Noon; 

And Dog-ſtar wit made all a Torrid Zone.z.* - --/ / 
Then Queſtioniſts aroſe, men who would know, 
Why things were thus, andithus, and why not 10; 
| Theſe pert, and reſtleſs, ſtarted: Scruples ſtill; - 

. Painful to ſtate, but worſe to reconcile, -:: |). 

« Yet well reſolv'd by one diſdainful ſmile; ./- 
Which hpt-brain'd tribe; uneaſie, and ns | 
Made all the world an PO jon-houſae! 


- But now my Cn ſhall be as 

- And falſe Pretenders ſhall confeſs the true,! * + 
{ Their long uſurp't Dominion ſhall decline, 

| And die. intd th? eſtabliſhment of mine. 


wa 
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Now let the world | keep Halcion, and entels 
In endlefs Circles of vnſtinted'bliſs; 

Let univerſal raviſhments increaſe 

Your Joys beyond' Deſcription, or Degrees : 
Dow't batilk your humours, kſt for want of yeat 
Your ſpirits ſtagnate into ſediment; 

But frolick-on, without-conſulting iFate, 
Till your Jooſeſhattering ſouls evaporate, 
Each Individual Votary-ſhall ſhare: 
Repeated pledges of my-conſtant-cars : 

A balinyMiſt of Lethe-dews' ſhall fall 

, MW In cool tefreſhing Opiates on all, ' . 

- MW As Lands of Spices, 'in a fragrant.air, 

) M Diſperſe,/ and ſcatter:their perfumas;afay {| 
» W With <qual/Frankneſfs, and with;greater-Loye,. . 
3 Mill I ſhowr down my Bleſlings from above : 
That peaceful days may Till my Reign':await; 
Ile give the God of 'War an Opiate. 

Your ſtarck't Pun&tilio Bravoes can't conclude 

A Private quarrel; but-with lofs'of bloud ; 

Bit mykind Fools are'naturally ſtrange 
Toallthe means, and miſchief of Revenge, 
Andihvsi'te hy 2IDiſcords; thatariſe 
From beiagreallyy/0r:reputed Wiſe, © 
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Let not the jolly Heir, who revels on; | 

Uncavelling all his Fathers thrift had ſpan; - 

Turn Saint, for fear of ſome reſtriCtive ties, 

Or, that penurious Project, Legacies , 

Fle keep the Sire ſo doting, he ſhall ne're 

Impoveriſh this, or choſe another Heir. 

Thus with a Princely care will 1 contrive 

To guard your Rights; and my Prerogatiye. 

The peeviſh Cynick, in a whining ſtrain, 2 

Will ſtrive to preach Tub-learning up again, 

And prove that none but Anchorites are Men. 3 

But now you'l ſcorn their Philoſophick rants, 

And laugh their Reaſonings out of countenance 

You'l ſee the fruit, and influence of Books, 

And ne're deſire to'b* aggrandiz'd to ſtocks. 

Admoniſt'd thus, and repoſleſs't anew 

Of Freedam, Peace, and my Protection tog, 

Career it on with an advancing haſt, 

Let one days Joy exceed all Ages paſt; - 

With Frolicks drain-your ſouls of all their Earth, 

N'ere think but Laugh, and breath no Ayre but 
Mirth. , WED 

And now Farewell, I muſt with ſpeed away, 

The buckſomg Gods keep Jubilee to day, 


| And 
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d all their Jollity will ſoon 25D 
I don't. come. and aft an nterlade 

7 rote me ſtill the Prolocitor's chair; 

f des, L am to make th' Encenia there, 


—_— 
: 2A 


Occaſjoned by 4 Wa Tranflaia: of i Sriſans k Y 
MORITOE: £NCO MIU M. 


Glace awkward F oly i is ſo neatly draws, 
And all its charms in xakedreſs are ſhown, 

Since barren Wiſdom unattended fits, 

And no Reſpett, and few Encomums meets , ; 
Too poor to keep an Equipage of Wits 

Bleſt isthe Senceleſs man, the thickeſt skull, _ 
The grining, hardned;andundaumted Fool : 
Bleſs't are the Dutch, who this their Idol prize, 
And wiſelydall its humble Votaries. 

Their, Worths the Preſs doth often ſpeak wit! 

pain, 

The Preſs, to all a Pimp, and Bawd for Gain. 
Toth' world each ſtrives to ſhew his learned ſoul 
And in great letters writes himſelf an OWL. 
Bur though when living they abuſesmeet, — -—- 
By being dead they fame and credit get; 

In Epitaph ſome hundred Pounds are ſpent, 
' And every Fool bath then a Motumene. 

Leyden in Phylick Tradts woulg often pleaſe, * 
Our ozly icknels, and the worſt diſeaſe ; 


papred ys tÞejtrs ty 
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In waters}. Vie they / Jug drew, Fa 
And loa all Vito wit ha. eluge too. . 
er nes ak nent by 


With Parſons ſock” t, and Dutch Divinity ; 
Yet "theſe o1 our wiſe, miſtaken crowd deſi Ire, 
And all that from beyond Sea come, admire, 
To our fine Ladies Paris thus unlades, 
Its Ribbonds, ; Lacqueys,: and i its Chamber-maids, 
The French indeed have often broak the peace, - 
But Faſhions, and Romance do plague us leſs : 
For no man now ſecurely lives at home, 
toll The Turks and Dutch invade our Chriſtendom. 
In'ts native ſoil their .Dulneſs ſafe may reſt, 
But why ſhould they their Neighbours thus infeſt ? 
uy To Holland Grotins by miflake was ſent, 
Sure that man Nature for our England meant, 
Their worlds in all things ſtill muſt us obey, . 
As Lords, and Sovereigns by Land, and Sea. 
De Wit, Trump, Ruyter, eaſily were beat, 
Their Ships from ours do naturally retreat, 
Eraſmus only does remain wncongner'd yet. 
That name alone (worthy the nobleſt Muſe) 
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Does from diſgrace, and utmoſt ſcorn. excule.. -- 

His youthful, neateſt ſtyle atto nex for all 

Their Clumſineſs, a fin that's National, | 

In Comick dreſs he gravely preaches ſenſe, "IN 

wa and j jeers, and Chides his Andience. Wh 
O're thoughts olbrnds Mirth dances all the way; 

Like the Sun-beams that on deep \ waters Pye 

Henceforth Ile all laborious trifles Night, . 

Thy works canteach to talk, and how to write. 2 

Ceaſe then ye Sotts, that us in ſpight of Fate | 

By damn'd Baffbonery would imitate,” oſs 

You-that by Tavern-jefts a fame would bet, 

And feed npon the excrement s of wit; 

Toraiſe up mirth who baſely rob the Croud, 

Sing nobly out of Tune, and haugh aloud.” 

This from Eraſmu Ghoſt much pitty drew, | 

He comes our 1ſ}and to inform anew.” » 

Me thinks his Ship upon the' Thames appears, 

Proud of the Weight, and Learning that it bears. 

The multitude on th? banks do ſhout their joys, 

To greet his Friend and Reverend Afore does riſe: 

The Standard is fet up, the Cannons roar, » 

And all Eraſmus welcorn to our Engliſh ſhore, whe 
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' Onthe Argument 
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_ lowing Oration. © 


WAY cor hone Satyriſts ths Stage, '* 
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To jirk"the failures of a ſliding Ages. * 


Have laviſly expos a to publick view, | 


For -a diſcharge to all from Envy due v 
Here in as lively colours naked ke, 

With equal Wit, and more of Modefty.. . 
Thoſe Poets with their. free diſcloſing Arts 


Strip Fice ſo near toits uncomelyparts, | 
Their Libels prove-hut | Lefons, and they teach - - : 


Thoſe very Crimes, which they intend # ineach : 


«% 


While here ſo wholſeme all; though ſparp.to tb fs 


So briskly free, yet ſo; reſaludly chaſt, -..... 
The Virgannakgd 4s ier.God of Bows, --. 
May read or hear when blond at bigheſt flows, 


Nor more expence-of | Bluſhes. thence ariſt,. 
Than while the le ring .ZMatron does adviſe 
To euinrd ber virtue, and. her banour Iii 


S atyr, and Panegyrick, diſtant be, 

Yet joyntly here they both ; in one agree < "ES 

The whole's a Sacrifice of. Salt, and Fi re, ; 
0 does the bumogr of the Age require -. - 
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«4 6 Koghs MA ny 
Tochef & Teach , and ſo fowent.. Defoe. A 2 
Hs Dottrine-dandling Preachers lull cheep 
Their miettefit3/2 pent-wp foldl of Sheep, . "WW 7 
' The Ofbared tvilh glews up' the breik, 
Ld th' Babes of Gract ave mn their DG, i 
While mounted Andrews; bawily, bold; ant loud, \ 
Zike Cocks, alarum dll the drewfie Grows... 
Whoſe glittering ears are prockt. hols heh | 
£ failing bnsrs are boifted iu, a\ftaght > - 
So does it fare with croakw' (inven oth” rods. 
The mivlet oth? Shbjet alterithe Juceeſs, 
Whet's Jev50t, like ſteep; grenes - =» 
Satyr, ani Ridticule can only pleaſe, 
£& if no other Animals could gape. 


Bu ty bving Filer o Ve ing ps 


Foly bydkimy reeiauaitpi "I TI Ons 


aps that hey weakniſt may tht mort" ayprary. 
Fools, wha tHiek'd in 1 ail yoluwy fume; ? 


1 | 


He made believe that they are wondrow ſoue, 
When all's a plot i expoſe thedd by deſyrn. Foe 
The Largeſſes of Foly here are trown 

Like Pebbles, not to Pith* bur TYample on. 

Thu Spartans Malt thiets Jrakiho'S1 laves "IRE 


«Ti 


' Fes bi | 
The Boys to juſile, kick,, and tumble ore; 
Not that the dry-lipt Toungſters might combine 
To taſt and kyow the myſtery of Wine, 
But wonder thus at men transform'd to Swine; 
And, th Power of ſuch Enchantments to eſcape, 
Timely renounce the Devil of the Grape. 

So here, 

Though Folly Speaker be, and Argument, 
IWit guides the Tongue, TY the Lefture meant. 


A 
Prefatory Epiltle 
FROM | 


ERASMUS 
cr. THO: MOOR, 


N my late Travel: from Italy into England, 
[| that I might not trifie wn 
rehearſ! F, of” old wrves hy be les, 

more pertinent to imploy my ng in. og. 
ing upon ſome paſt ſtudies, or calling to remem- 
brance ah everal of thoſe ſe highly learned, as well as 
{ey ly ingemious Friends 1 had here beftt behind : 
whom you ( Dear STR) were Yepre- 

rat ented as the his f You whoſe memory, while ab- 
ſent at this diſtance, I reſpett with no leſs a com» 
placency, than I was wont while preſent to en- 
Joy your more intimate converſations which laſt 


afforded me the greateſt [ TY I could ih 
b'y 
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Fibly hope for. H yy S FR reſolved to bd 


a doing , and deeming that . time improper for 
any ſerious concerns, IF thought good to droert my 
| ſelf with drawing up a Panepyrick upon Folly. 
How| What mag got (ſay you) put this in your 
head > Why, the Firſt hint (Sir) tas your own 
 . Srrname of Moor, which comes as near 

* Miele the literal [ountl of the *word, as you 
your [elf are diſtant from the Fan . 

tzon of zt, and That in all mens judgments 
vaſtly wide. In the next place T ſuppoſed that 
this kind of ſporting' Wit would be by you more 
eſpecially accepted of, by You (Sir ) that are wont 
with this ſort of jocoſe raillery (ſuch as, if 1 mi- 
ake not, rs neither dull, nor impertanent ) to be 
mughtily pleaſed, and in your ordinary converfe 
to approve your ſelf a Democtitus junior : For 
truly as you do from a ſingular vein of wit very 


much diſſent from the common herd of mankind, 


ſo by an imcredible affability and pliablbrieſs of 
temper 7 have the art of ſuiting your humour 
with all ſorts of companies. I hope therefore 


you will not onely realy accept, of this .rude Eſ+ 


ſay as a token from your friend, but take it un» 
dey your more immediate proteftion, as being des 
dicated to you , and by that title adopted fur 
yours, rather than to be fathered as my own. 
And it is a chance if there be wanting ſom” quar- 
relſeme perſons,, that will ſhew their teeth, and 
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WU pretend theſe Fooleries are either too Buffoon-like 
for a grave Divine, or too Satyrical for a meek 


Chriſtian, and (0 will exclaim apariiſt me as 7 

I were vamping uþ ſome old Farce, or afted a- 
new the Lucian again with a peeviſh ſnarling at 
all things. But thoſe who are offended at the 
Lightneſs and Pedantry of thus Subjef, I would 
have them conſider, that T do not ſet my ſelf for 
the firſt example in this kind, but that the ſame 
has been of tdone by many conſiderable Authors. 
For thus ſeveral Apes ſmce Homer wrot of no 
more weighty a ſubje than of a war between the 
Frogs and Mice : Virgil of a Gnatt and a Pud- 
dingcake, and Ovid of a Nut. Polycrates com- 
menaed the cruelty of Buaſiris ; and Ifoctates, 
that correfts bug for this, did as much for the 
injuſtice of Glaucus. Favorinus extol/ 4 Thers 
ſites, and wrote in praiſe of a Yuartane Apue. 
Synecius pleaded in behalf of Baldneſs, and Lu- 
clan defended a Sipprng-fly. Seneca drollingly 
related the Deifying of Claudius, Plutarch the 
Dialogue betwixt Gryllus and Ulyſles , Lu- 
cian and Apuleius the ſtory of an p75 and ſome 
body elſe records the laſt Will of a Hog, of which 
$:.Hierom makes ment:on. $0 that if they = e> 
let themſelves think the worſt of me, and fancy, 
to themſelves, that I were all this while a playing* 
od pf gn or riding a ſtride on a Hobby horſe. 
For how unjuſt 7 it, if, when we allow different 
| F Az . rere 
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recreations to'each particular courſe of life, we 
yes no aver fion to Studies £ efpeczally when 
Tifles may be a whet to more ſerious thouphts, 
and Comal matters may be ſo treated of, as that 
a Racer of ordinary ſenſe may poſſibly thence 
reap more advantage than from ſome more. big 
and ſtately Argument: As while one in a long- 
winded Oration ' deſcants in commendation of 
Rhetorick or Phuloſophy , another in a fulſom 
harangue ſets forth the praiſe of his Nation, a 
third makes a zealous invitation to a Holy War 
with the Turks, another confidently ſets up for a 
Fortune-teller, and a fifth ſtates queſtions upon 
meer impertinencies. But' as nothing 4s more 
childiſh than to handle a ſerious ſubjet m a looſe 
wanton ſtile, ſo 2s there nothin} more pleaſant 
thanſo to treat of Trifles, as to make them ſeem 
nothing leſs than what their name tmports. As 
* to what relates to my ſelf, 1 muſt be forced to 
ſubmut to the judgment of Others > yet except 1 
am too partial to be judge in my own caſe, I am 
apt to believe I have praiſed Folly mm ſuch « 
manher as not to have deſerved the name of « 
Fool for my pains. 'To rehly now to the objeftt- 
on of Satyricalne[s, Wits have been always allow- 
ed this Priviledge, that they might be ſmart upon 
any tranſattions of life, fo be their liberty did 
not extend to railing : whith-makes me winter 
at the tender. ear d humour of this Age, "_— 
| Wi 


etition hr tot all formal titles, find 
b {0 nt devout, Ryrgrs jer/ [o0- 
ner wag at the preateſt affronts againſt our Sa-- 
v10ur, than be content that a Printe or a Pope 
ſhould be nettled with the leaft Joque or gird, 
eſpecially in what relates to their ordinary Cut- 
ſtoms. But he who {o blames mens ttregulart- 
ties, as to laſh at no one particular perſon by . 
name, does he (T ſay ſeemto carp ſo' properly as 
to teach and inſtrutt £ And if ſo, how am I con« 
cerned to make any farther excuſe # ne he 
tbo in his ſtrieFures pornt, in ferent at all, 
he ſeems not angry at one man, but at all m16es. 

T herefore if any (imply complain they are par- 
cular heteg Sing has ! but As fo 
own Guilt, at leaſt thetrr Cowardice, St. Hie- 
rom deal: in the ſame argument at a much freer 
and ſharper rate, nay and he did nat ſometime 
refrain from naming the per ſons : whereas 1 
have not only ſtifled the mentioning any one per- 
fon, but have ſo tempered my ſtile, as the ingemte 
ous Reader will eaſily percetve I aimed at Dt- 
verſions rather than Satyr. Neither aid T ſo 
far imitate Juvenal, as to rake into the fink of 
Vices to procure a Laughter, rather than create 
a hearty Abhorrence. If there be any one that 
after al remains yet cf let him at leaſt 
ponſider, tat there may ” good uſe made of be- 
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b one Folly, which fnce we FR. 
| Pe: CITES 
es a to the perſon Gorolthin 
_ But writ [ trouble you ts ) with this need- 
teſs Apoloyy, Tou that are ſo peculiar a Patron, 
as though the cauſe it (elf be none of the beſt, you 
cax at the leaſt give it the beſt Proteft:qn, 
Farewell. 
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P ANEGYRICK 


UPON | 
Declamation-wiſe- 
"8 "IAA + 
FOLLY ſeeaks, | ' 


common yogue of the world, (for I well 
&. & know how diſingenuouſly Folly is decryed 
even by thoſe who are themſelves the Huy 
fools)-yet it is from my influence alone that the 
whole Univerſe receives her ferment of mirth and 2 
jollity : Of which This may be urged as a con- 3 
vineing argument, in that as ſoon, as I oppcrel bis 
to ſpeak before this numerous Aſſembly, all theic 
countenances were guilded o're with a liv 
ſparkling pleaſantneſs: You ſoon welcomed me 
with ſo encouraging a Took, you ſpurr'd me an 
with ſo chearfull a Hum, that truly 1n all appear- 
ance you ſeem now fluſhed with'a good' doſe of - 
- revs 


Ha ſlightly ſoever I am eſteemed in the 


[.2 ) 0 0 
reviving Neftar , when as juſt before you Cats 
droulie and y» as if you were late] 

come out of ſome Hermits cell. "But as it is uſt 
that-as ſoon as the Sun peeps from her Ea. 
Kern: bed, and draws back the curtains of the 
darkſom night; or as when after a hard winter 
the reſtorative Spring breaths a more enliveni 
air, Nature forthwith changes her apparrel, 
things ſeem to renew their age ; ſo at the firſt 
. fight of me, you all unmaſque, and appear in more 
lively colours.'' That therefore which expert 
Orators can ſcarce effect by all their little artifice 
- of Eloquence, to wit, a raiſing the attentions of 
their auditors to a compoſedneſs of thought, 
This a bare look from me has commanded. The 
, reaſon why 1 appear in this odd kind of garb you 
ſoon be informed of, -if for ſo ſhort a whi 
you will but have the patience to lend me an ear; 
yet not ſuch an one as you are wont to hearken 
with to your reverend Preachers, but as you liſten 
withall to Mountebanks, Buffoons, an Merry- 
Andrew: ; in ſhort, ſuch as formerly were faſtned 
to Midas, as a puniſhment for his affront to the 
God Pan. For I am now in a humour ro a@? 
while the Sopbiſt, yet not of that ſort who un- 
dertake the drudgery of tyrannizing over Schoovl- 
boys, and teach a more than womaniſh knack « 
/brawling ; but in imitation of thoie antient ones, 
” who to avoid the ſcandalous Epithete of Wiſe, ® 
preferr'd this title of Sophiſts; rhe task of theſe 
was to celebrate the worth of Gods and Heroe 
Prepare therefore to be entertained with a P bi 
-negyrick, yet not upon Hercules, Solon , 'or al 
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alddaven vale not their conſiph that, owe 
irisfoppi iſh and afft&ed' for any perſon' to praiſe 
ery 3g 4: ag let it beas filly as they'pleaſe;/i they 
will but allow it needfal : And indeed what iis more 
befitting than that Folly ſhould be the?! fern 
of her-owt praiſe, and dance after her-gwn 
For who can ſet me: forth” better thaii my! rp + Ak or 
who can pretend to' beſo well acquainted with 
my condition ? 

And yet farther I may ſafely urge,. that all this 
is no' more than the ſame with whatis-done by 
ſeveral ſeemingly great -and wiſe met: who with 
a new-- faſhioned modeſty employ dome”: 
Orator or ſcribling Poer, ' whom they .bribe: tol/ 
fatrer them with ſome high-flown charadter; that | 
ſhall conſiſt 'of meeriliesand ſhams: and: yet the. 
perſonsrhus extolP'd ſhall brite up,” and 'Peacock- 
Jike beſpread their plumes, while7the! impudent: 
Parahre magnifies the-poor wretchy-to-/the' skies, 
and propoſes him as a complete pattera'of* all - 
virtues, from each of which he is yet as far div 
ſtantas Heaven it ſelf from Hell: What's all this. 
jathe tnean while, but” the tricking up a Daw in 
ſoln feathers, a labouting'to change-the' Blacks-! 
mores hue, an} the drawing. on a Pigs S rot 
over the ſhoulders of a Gianc 
Laſtly; verifte the old obſervation, that ale ) 

lowshim xtight of praiſing himſelf, who Has nor | 
body elieto'do it for him: For' reatly-I-cannor 

buradmire ar that ingratitude ſhalt ternir; or: 
— of mankind; ou when they allwik 
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. ſpeeches givel high Encommums to 'Tyrants, A. 


- yet they '}{wear:they wrot it/ina-great hurry, and 


4 


pearitig here perſonaily you may view 'me at a 


[4] 
tingly pay to'me their ntmeſt: devoir, and. freely 
pe od Fon their reſpective obligations ; that 
withſtanding fhis -there:;ſhowld.'/have been: none 
io grateful or \complaiſantas' tÞ-have beſtowed on 
ne '2 commendatory Oration ,' - eſpecially when 
ere hayenot, been wanting ſuch as at a great ex- 
pence:af ſweat and lols of fleep, have in elaborate 


gues, Flies, Baldnefs, and ſurllike traumperies. 

; *Iſhall entertain you! with:a haſty and unpre- 
meditated, but ſo much the more natural diſcours; 
ry ihr .ex_tempore | would not have you 
think procaeds:from:/any- principles of vain-glory, 
by which.ordivary Orators ſquare their attempts, 
who (as-itts'cahe to-obſeryve), when they are de- 
kvered of a Speech!.that has heen thirty years a 
conceiving;mnay perhaps at Jaſtnone of their awn, 


upon very ſhart warning :| whereas the: reaſon. of 
my not being; provided before hand, is only be- 
cauſe it- was alway my humour conſtantly;to; ſpeak 
that which lies «ppermoſt. Next, let no: one [be 
ſo fond as to imagine that I ſhould ſo far ſtint m 

inyentionto the method of other Pleaders; as fir 

ro define, and then divide my ſubject, 4..c. my ſelf. 
For it is equally hazardous to attempt the-crowd- 
ing her within the narrow limits of a Definition 
whoſe nature 1s of ſo diffulive-an extent, :\or-to 
mangle'anddisjoyn That, to:the adoration where- 
of all Nations, unitedly concur. Beſide, to what 
pu-poſeisit to: lay down a Definition-for'a faint 
reſemblance and meer 'ſhadow of me, whik ap- 
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thore certain light? And if your! eyeſight fail 
not,” you tay at firſt bluſh diſcern me! to be het 
whom the Greeks term/Meels, the Latitts Srultirrs; 

But 'why need I have been fo impertinent as to 
have told you This, as if - my yery Looks did not 
ſufficiettly betray' what I'am, or ſuppoſing any 
be ſocredulous as totake me for ſome ſage Matron 
or Goddeſs of Wiſdom, as'if a'ſingle glance from 
me would not immediately correct their miſtake; 
e. & while my Viſage, the exa&t reflex of'my Souk, > 
;; © would ſupply and ſuperſede the trouble of any 
1} other confeſſions: For 1 appear alway in my na-* 
y, feral colours, and an unartificial dreſs, and never | 
s, et my face pretend one thing, and my heart con- // 
cea] another : Nay,and-in all things 1-am ſo true. 
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28 to my- Principles, that 1 cannot be fo much. as 

n, i counterfeited even by 'thoſe- who challenge the 

df name of Wires, yet indeed are no better than Jack. 

of © anapes trick'd: vp in gawdy 'eleaths, and Aﬀes 
e. & {trutting in Lions vhini; and how cunningly f6 / 
o& © cre they carry it, their long ears appear, and” bes"* 
x &f tfay what they are. Theſe m troth are very rude, 

' diſingenuous, for while they apparently be- 

Fl long to my party, yet among the vulgar they 

f. MW are ſo aſhamed of my relation, as to caſt it in 

1. & others diſh for a ſhame and reproach : Wherefore 

n © fince they are fo eager to be accounted wiſe, when 

o | 8 truth they are extremely ſilly, what if to'give _ 
+ | them their due I dobb them with the'title of wie 
it ll fools : Andherein they copy after-the example of 

it | ſome modern Orators, who ſwell to that -pro+ 

> © portion of .conceitedneſs, as to vaunt themſelves 

a | for ſo many Giants of 2s ifwith a yo 

'e 2 Die 


[6] 
ble tongu'd: fluency they can; plead- indiflerently 
for either ſide, and: deem. it -a- yery -:dopghty -ex- 
ploit, . if they. can but enterlard a Latin,ſentence 
with ſome Greek word, which for ſeeming. gar- 
niſh they croud in at a venture;: and rather t 
be at a ſtand for-ſome cramp, words, they'] fur- 
biſhup a long-ſcroul of old obſglete terms out of 
ſome muſty .author, and -foiſt, them in to amuſe 
the Reader with, that thoſe who underſtand them 
may: be tickled with the happineſs of being ac- 
quainted with them , and-thoſe. who underſtand 
Them not, theleſs they know, the more they may 
admire : Whereas it has been alway a cuſtom to 
thoſe of our; ſide to contemn and underyalue 
whatever is ſtrange and unnſua], while thoſe that 
are better conceited of themſelyes will nod, and 
ſmile, and prick up their ears, that they may be 
thought eaſily to apprehend that, of which per- 
haps they do not underſtand one word, And ic 
much for This, pardon the Digreſſion, now I re- 
Turn. 
Of my Name-I have informed-you, S:rs, what 
additional Epithete to give you I know not, ex- 
Cept you'l be content with that of Afoft Fooliſh; 
for under what more proper appellation can the 
Goddeſs Folly greet her Devotes + But ſince there 
are few acquainted with my family, and original, 
Is now give.you ſome account of my Extrattion. 
Firſt then, my Father was neither the Chaos, 
© nor Hell, nor Saturr, - nor. . Jupiter, nor any of 
thoſe old, worn out, Grandlixe-Gods, but Plum, 
theyery ſame that, maugre Homer, , Heſiod :- nay 
2a ſpite of ove himſelf, was the primary FAN 
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of the Univerſe': at whoſe alone beck for all:ages 
Religion and: Civil; Policy ;bave been ſucceſliyely 
undermined; and reeſtabliſhed,: -by -whole power- 
ful influence War, Peace, Empire, Debates,.,Ju- 
ſtice, Magiſtracy, Marriage Leagues, Compadts, 
Laws, Arts, ( I've almoſt run my ſelf out of 
off breath, but) ina word all affairs. of Church-and 
uſeſ State, and buſineſs of private coucern are ſeveral- 
em ly. ordered and adminiſtred: without whoſe af- 
ac-l iſtance all the Poets gang of Deities, nay I may 
nd be fo bold as to ſay, the very Major-domo's of 
ay Heaven, would either dwindle into nothing, or at 
toll leaſt be confined to their reſpetive homes, with- 
ueſſ cut any ceremonies of devotiopal addreſs : whom- 
at ever he combats with as an. enemy, nothing cz 
nd be armour-proof againſt bis aſſaults; and 'who- 
bel !oever he ſides with as a friend, may grapple at 
r- cven hand with 7ove, and all his bolts. Ot fucha 
{oY Father I may well. brag : And he begot me, not 
re-M of his brain as Zuprcer did the Hag Palas, but of a 


embraces of dull nauſeous Wedlock, but what 


a ftoll'n bout, as we may modeſtly;phiaſe it. But 
to prevent your miſtaking me, 1 would bave you 
underſtand, that my Father was not that. Pluths 
in Ariſtophanes , 01d, dry, wither'd, Japleſs; and 
blind; byte the ſame in his younger and brisker 
days, and when his veins were, more impreguated, 
and the; hcat of his youth: ſomewhat-higher infla- 
med. by a: chirpivg, cup of Nectar , which for,a 
whet-.to his. luſt he. had juſt before drank very 
Rid | freery 


gave a greater guſt to the pleaſure. it. was done at _ 


PF 


pretty young Ny mph, fam'd for wit no leſs than 4 
beauty : and this feat was not done amidit the” 


[$8] 
freely of at a merry-meeting of the Gods, "And 
now preining you may be inquiſitive after .my 
Birth-plate , quality of the/place we are 
bornin being now look'd upon as a mann. ingre- 
dient of Gentility) I were born neither in rhe 
— Delos, nor on the frothy Sea, nor in any 
of theſe privacies, where tos forward Mothers 
-are wont to retire for an undiſcovered delivery, 
but in the Fortunate Iſlands, where all things 
grow withont the toil of hnshandry , wherein 
' there is no dryegery, no diſtempers, no old age, 
where in the helds grow no Dafiadillies, Mallows, 
Onions, Peaſe, Beans, or ſuch kind of traſh; bur 
there give equal divertiſement to 6nr light and 
Imelling, Rue, All-heal, Bugloſs, Marjoram, Herb 
of Life, Roſes, Violets, Hyacinth, and ſuch like 
F; —_ as perfume the- gardens of Adons. 
" And being bornamongft thele delights I did not 
like other infants come crying into the world, 
. but perk't up and laugh'd immediately in my 
"Mothers face. And there is no reafon I ſhovld 
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envy Jove for having a She-goat to his Nurſe, 


ſince I were more creditably ſackled by two jolly 
Nymphs; the name of the fcſt Drunkenneſs, ' one 
of Bacchwi's off-ſpring , the other Ignorance the 
| ter of Pax, both which you may here' be- 

among ſeveral others of my Train and At- 
tendants, whoſe particular names if you would 
_ fain know, Plegive you in ſhort. This who goes 
with a mincing gate, and holds vip her head © 


high, is Self-love. She that looks ſo ſpruce, 
and makes ſuch a noiſe and bultle, is Flattery. 
That other, which ſits hum drum, as if ane 


- hes + 


on her elbow,” and ſometime ab Tr 
qut her 'arms4.7s Lazmeſe. This that” wears a 
plighted garland of flowers, and finells ſo perfu. 
med, is Pleaſure. The other, which appears in 
ſo ſmootha $kin, and pampred- up fleſh, is Sevſu- 
ality. She that ſtares io wildly and rolls about, £ 
her eys, is Madneſs. - As to thoſe two Gods whom / 
you ſee playing among the -Laſles, the name of 
the one is Intemperance, the other Sound ſleep. By 
the help and ſervice of this xetiaue I bring all 
things under the-verge of my power, lording it 
overthegreateſt Kings and Potentates, 
Yau bave:now heard of my Deſcent, my Edu- 
cation, and my Attendance, - That I may not be 
taxed as preſumptious in borcowing the title- of 
a-Goddeſs,-iI :Qome now in the next place to ac- 
quaint you'what obliging fayours I everywhere 


> OW 


"OS. AB. Af. > Ro End dB 3 


AQ. 


7 -” oo 


d, Wbeſtow, antl how-largely my: juriſdiction extends: U/ 
1} For if, as 0ne/has ingenuouſly nated, to be 3; Ged 
1d Wis no orher than; to be a Berefia@or to mankind, 
e, Fend if they have been thoughtidelervedly deified 
, ho have invented the uſe of Wine, Corn,: or any 


ther Convenience for the well being of Mortals ;: 
why may not L juſtly bear ;the ;Van| among the: 
& Frhok troop-of Gods, who: in all, and toward all 
xert anunparallel'd bounty. and-beneficence?-"-- 

For inſtance, in-the firſt place what can-be 
nore deat and : pretious than. Life it ſelf ?; and 
7et for | this are none beholden fave to: Me 
©, Wlone. - For, it is neither the Spear of throughly= 

* Wegotten Palas, nor the Buckler of clond - 
ag 7ove , that multiples and Jeopagite ke 
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- 
4 
- 


FY 


* cliaracter, if he would do'that, the doing whereof 


| 

| 

| 

' wiſdom ſhall be glad ro take Folly-for'his diver-}| | 
t 

a 

t 


/ mentioned withour a ſmile: This partTi/fay is that 


he” tiad beforehand duly conſidered the jnoonves 


[. 1@ ] 
kind:- but that: prime Father- of 'the Univerſe; 
who at a difpleaſng nod makes heaven it ſelf to 
tremble, He (1 ſay )-muſt lay aſide his frightfup 
Enſigns' of Majeſty, -and' put ' away that- grit 
aſpett wherewith he makes the other to 
quake ,' and Stageplayer-like muſt alter his uſual 


heccannor refrain from ; c.e. getting-of children; 
Fhenex:t place to the Gods 18'chaltenged by the 
Stoicks; but give me/ one as Stoical as-ill nature 
can make him, and-if T do not prevail 'on him to 
ParE with his Beard, that buſh of wiſdom, (though 
no 9ther ornament than what Nature in ' more 
ample manner has given to'Goats) yet at lealt he 
ſhalF lay by his gravity, ſmooth ap his brow, re- 
linquiſh his rigid Teners, and in deſpite of preju: 
dice become lenſthle of ſome paſſion in wanton 
ſportand dallying; in a word, this'Dictator of 


fiong if ever he would atrive to'the' honour, of a 
/ Father. Arid why ſhould 1 nottell my ſtory out? 


To proceed then; Is'it' the head, 'the face, the 
breaſts; the hands, the ears, or, other -more come: 


n 
. 1; parts that ſerye-for- inſtruments” of generation, 


I'trow not, but it is 'that-member_of'our body 
which' is ſo odd and uncouth;, as'canifcarce he 


fountain of life, from which originally fpring all 
things in a truer ſenſe than from! the "Elemental 
Seminary. Add'to'this, what man wold'be fo 
Hiy',as to rin his head” into the: colfar of 
matrimontal nooſe, it (as wiſe men/are wont to do) 


niences 
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hiences of a wedded life ? or- indeed what woman - 


would open her arms to receive the embraces of x'/ _.. 
husbend, it ſnedid but forecaſt the pangs of child" * 


birth, and the plague of being a Nurſe ? Since: 
then you owe your Birth to the Bride-bed, } and 
(what was preparatory to that) the ſolemnizing; 
of Marriage to my waiting-woman Madneſs, ' you 
cannot but acknowledge how much you are in- 
debted to me. Beſide, thoſe who had oncedear- 
ly bought the experience of their folly, would 
never reengage themſelves in the ſame intangle-, 
ment by a ſecond match, if it were not occaſioned 
by the foretfolneſ of paſt dangers. And Yer 
her ſelf (whatever Lucretixs pretends to the con- 
trary) cannot deny, but that without my aſh- 
ſtance her procreative power would prove weak 
and ineffetnal; It was from my ſportive and 
tickling recreation that proceeded the old crab- 
bed Philoſophers, and thoſe whe now ſupply. - 
their ſtead, the mortified Monks and Friers, as; 
alſo k ings, - Prieſts, and Popes, nay the whole; 
tribe of Poetick Gods, who are at laſt grown ſo' 
numerous, as in the camp of Heaven (though 
ne're . ſo ſpacious) to juftle for elbow rocem:.; 
But it is not ſufficient ro! have made. it appear 
thar I am the ſource and' original' of all' Life,” ex- 
cept I likewiſe ſhew, that all the benefits of Life 
are equally at my diſpoſal. And whatare ſuch ? 
Why, can ary one be ſaid properly to live, to. 
whom Pleaſure is denied ? Yowll grve: me! your: 
aſſent, for there is nane I know among you;/ fo' 


J wiſe ſhall I ſay, or ſo ſilly, as to be of a contrary 
« opinion; The'Stoicks indeed contemn, and Pre- 
$9 gre | 
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tend to baniſh Pleaſure, but this is only a dillem- 


bling/trick, and a putting the vulgar out of con- 
- ceit With it , that they may more quietly engraſs 
it ta themſelves : But Idarethem now to confeſs 
what. one ſtage ot Life is not melancholly, dull, 
tireſome, tedious, anduneaſie, unleſs we ſpice ir 
with Pleaſure, that. haur goult of Folly. Of the 
truth whereof the never enough to be. commen- 
ded Sephecles is fulficient authority, who gives me 


the higheſt character. in that fentence of his, 


To know nething t the ſweetest life, 

Yet abating from this; ct us examine the caſe 
/ more narrowly : Who knows not that the firſt 
' ſcene of Infancy ts far the molt pleaſant and de- 
lightfome ? what then is it in children, that 
' makes us fo kiſs, hug, and play with them, and 
that the bloudjeſt enemy can-icarce have the heart 
tohurr them, bur their Ingredicnts of Innocence 
and Folly, of which Nature out of providence 
did purpoſely compound and blend their tender 
Infancy, that by. a frank return of Pleaſure they 


might make ſome ſort of amends for their Parents 


tfouble, and give in caution as it were for the 
diſcharge of a future education? The next ad- 
vance from Childhood is Touth, and how favou- 
rably is this dealt with, how kind courteous, and 
reſpettulareall to it, and how ready to become 


ſerviceable upon all occaſions ? And whence reaps: 


itthis happineſs, whence indeed bpt from me on. 


ly, by whoſe procurement it -is furniſhed with. 


lirtle of wiſdom, and fo with the leſs of diſquiet? 


And. when once Lads begin to grow up, and at-, 


tempt to write an, their prettineſs does then 


* ſoon 
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ſoon decay, their briskneſs flags, their humours 
ſtagnate, their Py ceaſes, and their ' blood 
grows cold :/and the farther they proceed inyears, 
the more they go backward in the enjoyment of Ef 
themſelves, till waſpiſh old age comes on, @bnr- 
den to it feffas well as others, and that ſo heay 
and oppreffive, a5 none would bear the weight of, 
unleſs ont. of pity to their ſufferings" 1 again inter- 
yene, and lend a helping hand, afliffting them ata 
dead lift, in the ſame method the Poets feign thetr 
Gods to ſuccour dying men,bv transforming them 
into new creatures, which'T do by bringing them 
back, after they haye one. foot jn the grave, to 
their Infancy again; ſo as there is a.great deal of 
truth couched in that ofd Proverb, Once ' ai old-- 
man, nd twice a child, Now if any one be cn- 
rious to underſtand what courſe 1 take to effect 
this alteration, my method is this: I bring them 
to my Well of Forgetfulneſs, (the fountain where- 
of is in the Fortunate Iſlands , and the river' Le- 
"the in hell but a fmall ſtream of it) and when 
they have there fill'd their bellies full, and waſh'd 
down care, by the virtue and operation. whereot 
they become young again.” Ay, but lay you) 
the”' meerly adore, and piay the foot : why yes, 
This is what T mean by growing young again: 
For what elſe is it to be a Child; than to be a Fool 
and an Idiot ? It is the being ſuch that» makes 
that age ſo acceptable: For who does not elteem 
it omewhat ominous to ſee a Boy endowed with 


the diſcretion of a Man, and t 


ore for*the 


curbing of too forward parts we have a diſpara- 
% rotten? On : 
IN 0 


ging Proverb, ſoon ripe, my 


2 


. 
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who woquld keep company, or have any thing to 
do with ſuch an old blade, as after the wear and 
harrowing of ſo many years, ſhould yet continue 
 » of asclear a head, and tound a judgment, as he 
had at any time been in his middle age; and 
therefore 1t is a great kindneſs of me that old 
men grow fools, ſince it is hereby only that they 

. are freed from ſuch vexations, as would torment 
them, if they were more wiſe: They can drink 
Þriskly, bear up ſtoutly, and light! / paſs over ſuch 
infirmities, as a far ſtronger conſtitution could 
ſcarce maſter. Sometime with the old fellow in 
Plautws they are brought back to their horn-book 
again, to learn to ſpell their fortune 1n love : Moſt 
wretched would they needs be, if they had but 
wit enough to be ſenſible of their hard condition, 

_ but by my aſſiſtance they carry off all well, and 
to. their reſpgetive friends approve themlelve 
good ſociable jolly companions. Thus Homer 
makes aged Neſtor famed for a ſmooth oyly- 
'tongu'd Orator, while the delivery of Achille 
was but rough, harſh, and heſitant; and the ſame 
Poet elſewhere tells us of old men that ſate on the 
"walls, and ſpake with a great deal of flouriſh and 
Elegance. , And in this Point indeed they ſurpal 
Bath 02 children, who are pretty forward ina 
Ry, innocent prattle, but: otherwiſe are toc 
much, toung-tied, and want the others molt ac 


 ceptable embelliſhment of a perpetual ralkatiz 
neſs... Add to this, that-old men Jove to be plas 
Ing with children,. and children delight as muct 
ia them: to verifie the Proyerb,. that Birds of 
Jeauber flock together. And indeed what difference 
can bediſcerned between them, but that the ol 
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js more furrowed with, wrinkles, and has feena 
little more of the world than the other ? for 0- 
therwiſe their whitiſh hair, their want of tecth, 
their ſmalneſs of ſtature, their milk diet, their 
bald crowns, their pratling, their p'aying, their 
ſhort. memory, . their heed/eſneſs, and all their 
othtr endowments exactiy agree ; and the more 
they advance in years, the nearer they come back 
to thelx cradle, -till like children indeed at laſt | 
they depart the world without any remorſe at y 
the loſs of life, or ſeuſe of the pangs of death. 

And now let any one compare. the exceljency 
of my metamorphoſing power to that which Ovid 
attributes to the Gods, their ſtrange feats in 
ſome drunken pafſions we will omit for their cre- 
dit. ſake, and inſtance only in ſuch petſons as they 
pretended great.kindneſſes for.; Theie they trani- 
formed into Trees, Birds, Inſects, and fometimes 
Serpents : - but alas, their very change into ſome- 
what. eiſe, argues the deſtruttion of what they 
were before, Whereas I can reſtore the ſame ny- 
merical man to his priſtine ſtate of youth; health, 
and ſtrength : yea, what is more, it :mcn would _ 
but ſo far conſult their own intereſt, as to diſcard 
all thoughts of wiſdom, and entirezy reſign them- 
ſelves to my guidance and conduct, .Oidage ſhou d 

e a Paradox, and-\each mans years. 4. perpetual 
pring. For look how your hard p:odding Seg- 
Gems, .by a cloſe ſedentary confinement to their... / 

books, grcw mopiſh, pale, and meagre, as if by 
a continual wrack. of brains and torture of inyen- 
ion [their veins were. pumped dry,  apd their 
whole body ſqueez'd ſapleſs ; a fal- 

owers 
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lowers are ſmooth, plump, and buckſom, and alto 
gether as Juſty as ſo many Bacon-hogs, or fuck. 
ing Calves, never in their career of pleaſure to be 
arreſted with old age, if they could but =} 
themſelves untainted from the contagionſne 
of Wiſdom, with the leprofie whereof if at a 
time they are infected, it is only for prevention, 
leſt they ihou!d otherwiſe have been too happy. \ 
For a more ample confirmation of the truth 
of what forcgoes, it is on all ſides confefs'd that Y;: 
Folly 1s the beſt preſervative of Youth / and the 
moſt effeQtual antidote againſt Age. And it 1s a 
never failing obſervation made of the people, ol 
Brabant, that contrary to the Proverb of Older... 
and wiſer, the more antient they grow, the more 
fools they are, and there is not any one Coun- 
try whoſe inhabitants enjoy themſelves better, 
and rub through the world with more eaſe and 
quiet. To theſe are nearly related, as well by 
affinity of cuſtoms,as of neighbourhood,my thy x y 
the Hollanders, Mine'T may well call them, 
_ * they ſlick ſo cloſe and lovingly to me, that. they 
are ſtiled Fools to a Proyerb, and yet ſcorn to 
be aſhamed of their name. Well, let ford* mor- 
tals go now'in a needleſs queſt of ſome Meaen, 
Circe, Venus or ſome enchanted fountain for a 
Reſtorative of age , whereas the accurate Per- 
formance of this feat lies only within the ability 
of my art and skill. EY 
It is I only who have the Receipt of making 
that liquor, wherewith Jdemnons daughter Jenpth- 
ened out her grandfather's declining days: It 151 
that am that Yenws, who fo. far rellorel the Jan- 
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guiſhing Phaon, as .to make Sapho, fall deeply in 
loye with his beauty. Mine are thoſe herbs, mine 
thoſe charms, that not only lure back ſwift Time, 
when paſt.and gone, but (what is more to be ad. 
mired) clip its wings, and prevent all farther 
fight- So'then if you will all agree to my verdict, 
that nothing is more deſirable than the being 
young, norany thing more loathed than contemp.. 
tible old age, you muſt needs acknowledge it as 
an _unrequitable obligation from me for tencing 
fff the one, and perpetuating the other. 
But why ſhould I confine my diſcourſe to the 
Arrow ſubject of mankind only >: View the 
hote Heaven it ſelf, and there tell me what one 
f that Divine tribe would not be mean and de- 
Ipicable, if my name did not lend him ſome re- 
pect and authority, Why is Bacchus alway 
painted -aS a young max, but only becauſe he is 
reakiſh, drunk, and mad, and ſpending his time 
1 toping, dancing, maſquing, and revelling , 
ems to have nothing in the leaſt to do with 
iſdom ? nay lo far is he from the atteQation of 
deing accounted wiſe, that he is content all the 
tes of deyotion which are paid vnto him, ſhould .. 
oufiſt of apiſhneſs and drollery. Farther , what 
coffs and jeers did not the old Comedians throw 
pon him? O ſwiniſh paunch-gut God, ( 1ay 
ley) that ſmells rank df the thigh he was ſowed up 
», and ſo on. But prethee, who in. his caſe, al- 
Fay merry, youthful, ſoaked in wine, and drown- 
"Flv pleaſures? who (I ay) in ſuch' a cafe would 
2 F'ange conditions either with the lofty menace- 
» Wooking 7ove, the grave, yet timerous ach 
ate- 
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ſtately Pala, or indeed any one other of hea. 
vens Land lords ? Why is Cupid feigned as a boy, 
but only becauſe he is an under-witted whiplter, 
that neither acts nor-thinks any thing with dif- 
crttion? Why is Yenws adored for the mirrour 
of beauty, but only becauſe ſhe and | claim kind; 
red, ſhe being of the ſame complexion with 1h 
; father Plutws, and therefore call'd by Homer the 
| golden Goddeſs? beſide, ſhe imitates mie in being 
alway a laughing, if either we believe the Poers, 
or their necr kinimen the Painters, the firlt men- 
tioning, the other drawing her conllancly in that 
poſture. Add farther, to what Deity did the 
Romans pay a more ceremonial reſpect than to 
Flora, that bawd of Obſcenity ? And if any one 
ſearch the Poets for an hiſtorical account of the 
| Cods, he ſhall find them all famous for lewd 
/ pranks and debaucheries. .It is needleſs to infift 
upon the miſcarriages of others, witen the lea- 
cherous intregues of Jove himſelf are ſo notort- 
ous, and when the pretendedly chaſt Diana fo 
oft uncloak'd her modeſty to run a hunting after 
her beloved Endimion. But Vle ſay no more, for 
I had rather They ſbonld he told of their faults by 
Momus, who was wont formerly to ſting them 
with ſome-clolc refexions, till nettled by his a: 
bufive raillery, they kick'd 'him out of heaven for 
- his ſaucineſs of daring to reprove ſuch as were 
beyond corretion: and ,now in his baniſhment 
from heaven he finds but cold entertainment here 
on earth, nay is denied all admittance into the 
Court of Princes , where notwithſtanding - 
hand-maid Flarrery finds a moſt encouraging well 
Con: 
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my here below, ſhall, find nothing. 
a- oy porting ſcrable wirhobt” my, preſence and 
alliftance. * And 1n. the firſt place conſider,” how 
rel providently Natute has took care that in all ter 
_ ere ſhould* be ſome Juquant. ſmack and 
ahſh"af” Folly : for ſince. the Srojcky define Wit- 
don;t be a condutt by Reaſon, and Folly nothin 
elfe bur'the being hurried by Paſſon.; left our life 
Ihoufd otherwiſe hive been too dulf and _—_— 
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That. creatour,; who out of Clay :firſt tempered 


and madeus up, put into the compolition-of our 


humanity. more than a pound; of Paſſions to. an 
ounce of Reaſon, and Reaſon he+coufined within 
the- narrow. cells of the Brain, whereas he left 
Paſſions the wholz ,body to range in.. Farther, he 
ſet up two iturdy champions tg' ſtand perpetu: 
ally on the guard, . that Reaſon, might make n6 
aſſault, ſurpriſe, nor inroad ;,..4zger, which keeps 
its ſtation in the fortreſs of the ; Mats and Luft, 
which like the Signs Y:irgo and Scorpio, rules the 
belly and ſecret members, Againlt the forces of theſe 
two warriors how ;unable ;is. Reaſon to bear up, 
and withſtand, every days experience does abun- 
dantly witneſs; while let Reaſon be never ſo 1m- 
portunate in urging and reinforcing her admonk 
tions. to virtus , yet the Paſſions bear. all before 
them, and- by the leaſt offer of curb or reſtraint 
grow but more. imperious, till Reaſon: it ſelf for 


- 


quietneſs ſake.is forced to deſiſt from all farther 
Temonſtrance., .But becauſe it ſeem'd expedient 
that Man, who was. born for the tranſaction of 
buiſineſs, ſhould have ſo much wiſdom as: ſhould 
ht and capacitate him for the Ars of his du: 
ty herein, and. yet. leaſt ſuch a_ meaſure as /is res 


quiſite for this purpoſe might. prove too dange- 


rous and fatal, I were adviſed with for an Anti. 
dote, who prelcribed this infallible. receipt, of 
taking a wife, a creature fo harmleſs ,and ſilly, and 
yet 1o uſeful, and convenient, as . might mo{lif 

and make pliable the ſtifneſs- and 'moroſe. humour 
of Man. Now that which made Plato t 
under what Genus to rank Woman, whether _— 
”h | rutes 
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Brutes or Rational creatures,” was only meant” 
to denote the extreme ſtupidneſs'and folly of that 
ſexe'; a ſex ſo unalterably ſimple, that for any'of 
them to thruſt forward and reach at the name of 
wiſe, is but to make themſelves the more remark- 
able fools, fuch an endeavour being but a ſwim- 
ming againſt the ſtream, nay a turning the courſe 
of nature, the bare attempting whereof is as ex- 
travagant as the effeting of it is impoſſible : for: 
as1t isSa trite Proverb, that an Ape will be an Ape 
though clad in purple, {Oo a woman will be a wo-/ 
man, 5. e. a fool whatever diſguiſe ſhe takes up. \. 
And yet there is no reaſon Women ſhould take it 
n-amiſs to be thus charged, for if they.do but right- 
n. !y conſider, they®l find that it is to folly they are 
1 © bcholden for thoſe endowments, wherein they fo 
re far ſurpaſs and excell man ; as firſt for their un-' 
nt paralleFd beauty, by the charm whereof they 
tyrannize over the greateſt Tyrants : for what is 
it but too great a ſmatch of wiſdom that makes' 
men ſo tawny and thick-skin'd, fo rongh and. 
prickly-bearded, like an Emblem, of winter or old: 
Te, while women have Fen dainty ſmooth' 
cheeks, ſuch a low gentle voice, and fo pure a 
complexion, as if Nature had drawn them for a 
ſtanding pattern of all ſymmetry and 'comelineſs ? 
Belide,' what greater or juſter aim and ambition' 
have they than to pleaſe their hushands ? in or-, 
der whereunto they garniſh themſelves with: 
Paint, Waſhes, Curls, Perfumes, and alt other: / 
ylterjes of ornament ; yet after all, they become © 
table to them only for their folly. Wives” 
ways allowed their humour, yer it is only in: 
| D 2 CX- 
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; [ 22 ] ' "IM 
' exchangefor titiJlation and pleaſure, which, in, 
| deed ae but others for Folly ; as 95, an 
: deny,who: conſiders, how a man. mult hug,and. 
dle., and kittle and play a hundred. little tricks 
: with his bed-ſellow, when he is diſpoſed to make 
'* that »ſe of her, that Nature deſign'd her for. Wel 
© then, -yon ſee whence that greate#? pleaſure (to 
which modeſty ſcarce allows a name) ſprings and 
proceeds. 
. But now ſome blood-chilſd oJd men, that are 
more for wine than wenching, will pretend that in 
their opinion: the greateſt happineſs confifts in 
fealting, anddrinking. Grant it be ſo, yet certain. 
ly. in the moſt luxurious entertainments it is Fol. 
ly muſt give the ſauce and relliſh to the daintieſt 
cates and delicacies ; ſo that if there be no one of 
the gueſts naturally Fool enough to be played 
upon by thereſt, they.muſt procure ſome comical 
Buffoon, that by his joques, and flouts, and blun- 
ders, ſhall make the whole company ſplit them- 
ſelves with lavghing: for to what purpoſe were 
it to be ſtuff'd, and cramm'd with ſo many dainty 
bits, ſavoury diſhes, and toothſome rarities , if 
after all this Epicuriſm of the belly, the eys, cars, 
and whole mind of man, were not as well foltred, 
and relieved with laughing, jefting , and ſuch like 
divertiſements, .which like ſecond courſes ſerve 
for the promoting of digeſtion? And as to all 
thoſe Shooing-horns of drunkenneſs, the keeping 
every.one his man, the throwing Hey: jinks , .tl 
bling of bumpers, the drinking .tw9 in, a hand, 
the. beginning of. Miltreſſes healths ; and thenthe 
roaring out: of . drunken catches, the calling ina 
| * Fidler, 
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idler, :the ading opt every. one. bis: Lady to 

ance , and IKe rioto | paſtimes , The 
were not taught. or aidtated hy any/-of the wilt 
men of Greece, but of Goathams rather, being my in- 
yention, and by. me preſcribed as the beſt preſerva- 
tive of health : each of which, the more ridicu- 
lous it 1s, the more, welcome it finds. And indeed 
to jog ſleepingly through the world in a dumpiſh, 
melancholly poſture, cannot properly be ſaid to 
Live, but wk wound up as it-were 1n a Winding- 
ſheet before we are dead, and 1o to be fhullied 
quick-into a grave, and buried alzve. 


- . But thereare yer others perhaps that have no * 


guſt in this ſort of pleaſure, but place their grea- 
telt content. in. the enjoyment of- ft:ends;. teHn 

vs that true fr:endfip is to be preferr'd before al 

other acquirements ; that it 15 a thing ſo ſeful, 
and. neceſſary, as the very Elements could not 
long ſubſiſt without a natural combination; io 
pleaſant, that it affords as warm an influence as 
the Sun it ſelf; ſo honeF, (if honeſty in this. caſe 
deſerve any conſideration.) that the very Philo- 
ſophers have not ſtuck to place This as one @- 
mong the reſt of\their different ſentiments of the 
chieteſt Good. But what. if. I make it appear, 
that I alſo am the main ſpring and. original of this 
endearwent? yes, I can ealily demonſtr ate1t, and 
that not by crabbed S phe: or a,crook d,,and 


unintelligible way of arguing, hut can. make it 


: 


(as the Proverb goes) as plain 4 the noſe on your 
face. : Well,then, to ſcratch, and;curry one _ano- 
ther, to wink at. a friends faults, nay to cry, vp 


ſome failings for virtuous, and- commendable, 15 
5 not 


v4 


[24] 
not this the next door to the being: 2 Fool ? when 
'*one looking ſtetifaftly in' his elles face ad- 
| mires a Mole, as much as a Beauty ſpot, when Il x 
\ another ſwears his Ladies ſtinking breath is a Il x 
| moſt redolent Perfume ;* and at another time I} ,, 
| the fond Parent hugs the ſquint.ey d child, and FN 
pretends it is rather a becoming glance, and wins I 1, 
'ning aſpect, "than any blemiſh of the eye-light: F 4 
What 1s all this, but the yery heighth of Folly? Fx. 
- Folly (I ay) that both makes friends , and keeps Fj; 
them ſo. I ſpeak of Mortal men only, among BN 
. whom thereare none, but have ſome ſmall faults, Ny, 
he is moſt happy that has feweſt. /If we paſs to Y;; 
the Gods, we ſhall find that they have ſo muck Ng. 
of Wiſdom, as they have very little of Friend- 
ſhip, nay nothing of that,which is true,and hear- 
. ty. The reaſon why Mer make a greater im- 
provement in this virtue, is only becaufe they are 
more credulons, and eaſie-natur'd : For friends Bn, 
mult be of the ſame humour, and inclinations too, i 
4 or elſe the league of Amity, though made with 
never ſo many proteſtations, will be ſoon broke, 
"Thus 'grave, and moroſe men ſeldom prove faſt 
friends, they are too captious, and cenſorions 
and will not bear with one anothers infirmities 3 
they are as Eaglc-ſighted as may be in the eſpial 
of others faults, while they wink upon themſelvs, 
and-never mind the beam in their own eyes. In Bic 
ſhort, Man being by nature fo prone to frailties, 
ſo humourſom, and croſs-grain'd, and'guilty of fo is 
many flips, and miſcarriages, there could be no Wt 
firm friendſhip contracted, except there be ſich Br 
anallowance made for cach others defaults, mo | | 
c 
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the Greeks term 'BvjSwe, and we may: conſtrus'/ 
Good Nature , Which 1s but another word. for 
Folly. And what 7 Is nof Cp:id, that firſt fa- 
ther of all relation, is not 'he ſtark blind, that | 
as he cannot himſelf dilngl of colours, ſo.he 
would make us as mop-ey'd in judging fallly of all /- / 
love concerns, and wheedle ns into a thinking, 
that we are, alway In the right? Thus every © 
Jack ſticks to his own Jill, every, Tinker eſteems 
his own Trull, and the hob-nailed Suitour prefers 
Joan the Milk-maid before. any of my. Ladies 
daughters. Thele things are true, andre ordi- 
narily laught at, and yet however ridicrlous they. 
ſeem, it is hence only that all Socitties receiye. 
their cement, and conſolidation, . Hy 4484 

The ſame which has.been ſaid 'of Friendſhip is 
much. "more applicable to a. fate of Marriages. 
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© Fvbich is but the higheſt advance and improve- 
ls ment. of friendſhip in the cloſeſt bond. of . union. 
?, Food God ! What frequent divorces, or worſe, 
i Fnilchief, would. oft. ſadly happen, except man, 
- nd wife were ſo diſcreet as to paſs, over ek | 
[t dil- 


ccaſions of quarrel with laughing, jelting, diſs. 

embligg, and. ſuch like playing the fool ? Nays. - 

ow few matches would go forward , if the haſty. 
it know how many little rricks of 


In Yngs) his coy, and ſeemingly baſhful, Miſtreſs had% 
5: ft before been goſlty'6 ? and how fewer marri-: * 
10 Bae, when conſy 


Fic lightneſs and forwardnes of his. good-natur'd 
he | Bag, 0 "Wife? 


/ 


4 
: 
4 


at the back "U6br, the unthinking Corniite takes 


&; men ſtand: it, would be comfortable; or. in- 


chey did not cowardly. put up ny bufes,” 


4 = can any one 


NT ? or ls it F probable he ſhould be any 


% 


F 26 J 
wife? This peace I quietnes is owing to th 
management, for' there would drherwiſe be (0) y 
tinual'ja rs, and Broits, and mad doings, if want 6 
wit. ty did ndt at; the ſame time make a conten- 
rei cack61d, and a fill houſe ; if the Cuckoww ſing 


{ 
( 
; 
n 


Ho tiOtice of the anlocky omen Of others GET being 
Laid in his own neſt, bat laughs It oyer, ſfes Nis 
dear ſpouſe, and all his well, And indeed: it is; 
math better, parietitly to be fight a hen-pecke 
ot, than alway to be wrack'd and torture” 
ih gtating latmiſes of ſuſpicibn and jealou-N* 
[n fine, there is tio one ſociety, no one-rela. 


deed tolerable. without ttiy alliKance ; Gy 
be of tight underſtanding betwixt Prince : p 
por ord and ſervant, Tutour and pup JN wn 

4 and friend, .tman and wife, buyer an 
Kt,or any perſons howeyer otherwiſe rel 


l T) 


& by 
j 


y chringe and ſubmit , orafter* all Favetſh ; 
ich. and flatter each other. This you'T- fay i 


mich; but you. ſhall fan hear y bag is mot l k 


ve anorher, that * i 
himſelf? is qi likely any one ſh6 kl apree wh ta *; 
friend , that is firſt falls out with his wifi is 


” if 


g to another, who is a perpe ny plaz 
troble to himſvlt? This is {ay Aran 
none can be foaniadd,as to maintain. Well þ u ie 
I am excluded and barr'q ont, eyery man Fe df." 
be ſo far from being able to bear with orhers, yg 


that he would be burdenſome” to himfetf. - and 
Con 


2 Sp 
tohſequently 'uiitapable" of any- eaſe -or fatiit 
7 tion.” er that'toward!{oiiie of herpro. 
diidts playts the''Step-mother' racher: than';rhe 
mdoſgent Parent! has endowed ſome men' with 
that unhappy peeviſhneſs of diſpoſttion;" )as:20: 
mauſeate and diſlike whatever is' their own, 
much admire what veinony to- other: perſans,7fo 
as they cannot in any wiſe enjoy -whatevex their 
Birth'&r Fortune has/ beſtowed -upow thenvs don 
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y Self ove, which 1$' but the' «ldeſt-ſiſter. (ag:it; 
vwcre) of Folly;: and her own-eonſtant” friend/and! 
+ Wiiſtant. © Forwhat is, or can be morefilly,than'to»: 
F=1overs, znd admirers of our ſelves? and yer! if 
We were not ſo, there will be no relliſh ro amy: 
Wer our words, of actions. Take 'away this one -— 
© | ppeeey of a fool, and the Orator ſhall become 
T5 and filent as the Pulpit he ſtands in ; the 
luftian ſhall hang ap his untouchT! Inſtcaments; 
pp Mm the wall,” the compleareſt Attors ſhall be hiſs'd: 
Þfthe* Stage, the Poet ſhall- be: burleſqu'd upon; 
ith his own doggrel rythms, the Painter ſhalt - 
Self. vanifimo' an imaginary Landskip, -and/ 
bc Rhyfician hall want Food more chan his Pati 
Fits do Phyſick,” In ſhort, without Self-love,'in! 
Dfitad of beduriful>you ſhall think your ſelf an old! | 
5 aol E Bed. 


[283 
Radilam of fourſcore ; intead of, | 
ſhallſeem jul dropping in Fi Ee, it ' 
eloquent; ampreF ie ay aud. jn lu of gens 
tile and complaiſant, you tha Lap ppc like ea 
 , aight;Cquntiyelown, irfboing on 
V \ phys; thigk well, 0 Pe End 
can expect the. good opinion of i 
vibeo it-is the maip and eſſential par of 
hl me) Hong thay 1 at we 
are; it ant is again. y "—_ L, 
Sdfdove, \whichJo fluſhes; men with a © good 
ccitioftheir own, that no-one: Taprnts of 
of his wit, of. his $ducatign, or. of his pada... 
ſo/as the dirty' half drown'd Helper would not 
' remoye into the pleaſant Plains of Zaly, the 
j tude 7hracian would not change his bogey; foi 
' forthe beſt ſear in Arheny, nor the trac 
thian quit his thorny defarts-to become an ir ha- 
bitant of the Fortwnare Ilands,., And O the is 
comparable contrivance of Nature, who has or- 
1 dered all things info even a method, that where 
ever ſhe has been leſs bountiful in her  BEg, 1h there 
ſhe makes it up with a larger doſe 
which ſupplies the former defets, and uh 
even. To enlarge farther, I may well preſume 
ty aver, that there are no conſiderable exploits 
nw chens no -wleful arts invented, but what 1 
am the reſpeCtive author, and manager of. As |. 
what is more lofty and. heroical than Way,” 9 
yet what is more fooliſh than for ſome petty, tri 
vial affront to take ſuch a revenge, as both wo d 
« ſhall be ſure to be looſers , and where the quar: 
rel muſt be decided at the priceof ſo many Jymdy 


( 29 ) 
offland lives ?. And when they core” to an nga £- 
ment, | what ſervice can be dohie. by ſuch pale-ta- 
fri wy. as, by drudging at the oars of Wif- 

dom, have IE all their and ativity 7 
Ko, the only uſe is of blunt ſturdy fellows,” that 
have little of wit, and ſo rhe more of refolution'; 
except you would make a fonfdicr of fuch"ano- 
ther Demoſthenes, a$ threw down His artns as ſoon . 
25 he came within fight of the Enemy; ard, Toſs. 
that credit in the Camp, which he gained in rhe 
Pulpit : But Counſel, Deliberation, and Advice 
(ky you) are very neceſſary for the mana ne 
of War: very trye;, but not ſuch counfel as ſhall 
be preſcribed by the tri rules of Wiſdom, and 
! ice; for a Battle ſhall be' more ſucceſlively 
ought by Serving-men, Porters, Bayliffs, Padders; 
Rogues, Jail-birds, and ſuch like tag-rags of man- 
ind, than by the moft accompli Philoſy= 
fl phers, Which laſt, how unhappy they are w the 
management of ſuch concernis, Socrares (by the 
ll Oracle adjudg'd to be the wiſeſt of mortals) is a 
-» | notable Example ; who, when! he appeared in the 
ill attempt of ſome publick performance before the 
people, he faltred in the firſt onſer, and could 
'F vever recover himſelf, but was houred ang hif--+ 
18 fed home again : Yer this Philoſopher was the 
t kſs a Fool for refuſing the appellation of Wiſe, * 
rl 
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and not accepting the Oracles complement ; as | 
i. alſo for adviſing, that no Philoſophers ſhould have 
aly hand in the Goyernment of the Compmon- 
wealth ; he ſhould have likewiſe at the fame time 

[| added, that they ſhould be baniſhed all humane |. 
04 Society. And what _ this Great man poy- | 
2 on 


»[« 


=, . g hs, >. -- x EE Y4 40 ct we "eE Ws , - X 
: O Ll hn. 
> 


ſon himſelf to preyent the malice of his Accuſ 
what wade him the inſtrument of his own dearth, 
but only his exceſſiveneſs of Wiſdom ? whereby, 
while he was ſearching into. the nature of Clouds, 
while he was pbdding and contemplating Upoh 
Ideas, while he was exercjling his Geometry upon 
the meaſure of a Flea, and diyipg into the recelle 
| of Nature, for an account howllttle InſeCts, whet 

they «were ſo ſmall, could make fo great a buz, 
and gm, while he was intent upon thele fooleries, 
he minded nothing of the world, or its ordinary 


CTY 


+;, Next to Socrages comes his Scholar Plato, a fa 
mous Oratour'jtideed,” that could be ſo daſht'out 
_ of countenance by an illiterate rabble, as to de. 
mur, and hauk, and heſitate, before he could pet 
to. the end of one ſhort *ſentence. 'Theophraſtm 
was {uch another coward, who beginning to make 
. an Qration, was preſently ſtruck down with fear, 
as if he had ſeen ſome Ghoſt, or Hobgoblin. ' Je 
crates Was io baſhful, and  timerons, that though 
he taught Rhetorick, yet he could never have thi 
confidence to ſpeak in publick. * Cigero, that Ma: 
ſter of Roman Eloquence, was :woht. to begin hi 
Speeches with a low quivering yolce, juſt ke 
School-boy, afraid of not ſaying his Leſſon perte 

enoughto eſcape whipping : And yet Fabius com. 
mends this property of Tally, as an argument of 
a conſiderate Oratour, ſenſible of the difficulty of 
acquitting himſelf with credit : 'but what here- 
by. does he do more, than plainly confeſs that 
Wiſdom is but a rub, and impediment to the well 
management of any Aﬀair ? How would Fo 
== > (<2 
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Heroes crguch, and ſhrink jnto nothing at the ſight 
of drawn ſwords, that are thus qualb'd and.ſtunn'd 
at the delivery of bare words?. fo 
Now then let P14/o's fine ſentence be cried vp, 
that Happy are thoſe Common-wealths where either | 
Philoſophers are elefted Kings, or Kings turn Phz- \. 
loſophers. Alas,” This is lo far from being true, that 
if we conſult all Fiſtortans for an account of paſt 
Ages, we ſhall find no Princes more weak, nor 
any People moreflaviſh, and wrerched,than where 
the Adminiſtration of Afaars fell on_the ſhoulders 
of forne Learned Bookiſh Governour. Of the 
truth whereof the two Cato's are exemplary In- 
ſtances: the fir of which embroyed the City, 
and tired out the Senate by his tedious Harangues 
of defending himfſelf,. and accufing others; the 
younger was an unhappy occaſion of the, Joſs of the + 
Peoples Jiberty, while.by improper methods he 
prerended ro maintain cit. To thefe' may be ad- 
ded Brute, Caſſius, the two Gracchi,” and' Cicero 
himſelf; who was' ho leſs fatal to Rome, than his 
Parallel Demoſthznes was to Arhers':' AS Tikewife 
Marcus Antoninns, whom we may 'allow to have 
been a Good Emperour, yet the Jeſs fach for his 
being a Philoſopher ;, and certainly he did not do 
half thatKindneſs to his Empire by his own pru- 
dent management of Affairs,” as he' did miſchief 
by leaving ſuch a degenerate Succefſour, as his 
Son Commodus proved to be. Butit 1s a common | 
Obſervation, that A wiſe Father has many timts a 
fovliſy Son, Nature fo contriving it, leſt the taint &|} 
of Wiſdom, like Hereditary diſterpers, ſhould 
otherwiſe deſcend by Propagation. * "Thus T; ;<4i 
EI 8 WS TN 1.4 "FIX 5 4 On 


5. Co ES. 
Son Marcus, though bred at Athens, proved 
but a dull infipid Soul ; and Socrates his children 
bad-(as one ingenioully expreſſes it) more of the 

/Mother, than the Father, a phraſe for their bei 

” Fools. However it wete. the more exculat 
though wiſe men were ſo awkward, and unhandy 
in the ordering of publick af, if they wete 
not as bad, or worſe in the management of their 
ordinary, and domeſtick concerns; but alas hete 
they are much to ſeek : F6r place a formal Wik 

 manat a fea, and he ſhall either by his moroſe 
Nience put the whole Table out of humour, or b 
his frivolous queſtions diſoblige, and tire out 
That {it near him. Call him out to darce, and he 
ſhall move no more nimbly thana Camel: Invite 
Him tq any publick performance, and by his very 
Jooks he ſhall damp the mirth of all the Spectz 
tors, and at aff be forced like Cato to leave the 
Theatre, becauſe he cannot uaſtarch his gravity, 
nor put on a more pleaſant countenance, If | 
be engaged in any dilcourſe, he either breaks of 
abruptly, or tires out the” patience of the whok 
company if he goes on: If he have any Contrad 
' Sale, or Purchaſe to make, or any other worldly 
buſineſs to tranſatt, he behaves himſelf more lik 
a ſenſleſs Stock than a Rational man ſo as h 
can be of no uſe, nor advantage to hirnſelf, to hi 
friends, or to his country, becauſe he knows no 
thing how the world goes, and is wholly'r IAGs 
quainted with the. hamour of the Vulgar, wit 
cannot. but hate a perſon ſo diſagreeing in temper 
from themſelves. 
And indeed the whole proceedings of the world 
al p 
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but ,one-continued Scope 


fore if any ed ro to be 


r, he 1 ven turn a ſecond Timan, or 
Jeers and by retiring into ſorhe. ung 
red de art become a Recluſe from all mankind. 
Adel o return to what I firſt propoſed, What 
Was if in the infancy of the world that made 
men, naturally ſavage, unite into Civil ſocieties, 
but only Flaztery, one of my Ces virtnes ? 
For t ere Is nothing elſe meant by 'the ok of 
Amphjon, 2 ang, Orph ens with their is 
the My JP into .a | 
pra ther inducin £ trees to hull Nr a out 
the ground, and dance the wb e after ung, 
Wat ya thai gu ieted'and: 
wheh. they brake out 
7 $ & Greed was it ly i cht 
Oration * No alas, i it yas only a | 
ſtory, told by Menemns, Agrippa, 
members .of : Ve body, rre #1 
_ N Onger. to Horny ww ar a _ 
till by the penance they ! bough 
to Ars ' hey ſoon fo th 


of Fol, on | 


tres Jo far Aonibiſhed, te NE the it, 
iencivg a Auiltake, they willingly reru 
wat cir reſpective duties. Thus when the. 


be lens, ; ariel at the Clarion 6 
Thewsſtocles 9d the the! 
yy == 64: 
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macs Zhe latter of (-). 
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= hich, Wh. ol glut red” be frighted. fs 

Ek will ome A, new Let Sert, that will 
ren "times. pref, wo 05, and deyouring ; ” 
Moral of this he meant applicable to the Foy 
who i they. Bad" ſuch Magiſtcates removed ;as 
they complained of for extortion, yet their: Suc- 
Ce ors would certainly be, worle. | 


With what higheſt advAnges, of Policy 'coulf 


Sertormus haye Kept. the. atria ſo well in awe 


bite /tarr, hj h he'd d was re 
| ie EP Ki by Dime.” Nt TOE Gre ike 


ence pt *] emics dell Un, What Was 
Kee his* ir eo! oof ne 


the. force of Hg . buy of Anus Owe 


Qut. two whe s. of farts Mfferen 

gh uÞ,, $4 tRiong be before th 's'7 a DiR. 6p, 
ve Hare ;. the 

ih, ran afte Ago ame. While th be oro 


nog ad be The bal CE fell” a F:. 
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the firſt pulling ar 
oo oa 1.in” i 'vain; {Dor gr Ba har. 
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vol) perfor <q his appointed” Ny 
Jakances of 1ik bis Mimos; and” King 


Viame, borki hitch footed the, people into obe- ll: 


thehr. and the' firft 
ey ng as bbs ph ſed of Fn: re lt Kel 


tad the Aerv's 
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0E£gtria alliſtant to him in' all debates, and trad. _ 
ions.” \And-'indeed« it is by* ſich 'wheedles' _/ 
that the coinmon people are beſt pilll'd;/and (itn! 
(ne! | v? © RCODOT SL VERT 
For'tarther, what City would ever ſubmit to 
the rigorous Laws of Plato, to' the ſeverelinjun-! 
Gons 'of - Friftorle; or --the more unpratticable- 
Tenets'of Socrates / No, theſe would have been- 
roo {treight /* and: galling , there not being” al-' 
— enough made for the infirmities of. the 
PIC. | +. $32 | | 

To paſs to another head, what was it made* 
the: Deci fo; forward to offer themſelyes up as a 
facrifice, for an- atonement to the/anfry Golds, 'to' 
reſcue, and ſtipulate for, their indebted'country ?' 
What made Currias,on a like occaſion, ſo de-+ 
perately ro throw away: his lite,' bat only Vain: 
gory ,- that is condemned,” and unanimouſly vo-: 
ted for a main branch of Folly by all wiſe men ?: 
What . is more unreaſonable , and" foppilty, (ſay 
hey):than for any man, out of ambition to ſome" 
Office, to bow, and ſcrape, 'and- cringe to'the' 
aping Rabble,to'purchale their favour by bribes, 
md donatives, to have their names cried up in * 
the ſtreets, to be carried about as it were for a © 
me fight upon the- ſhoulders - of the crowd, to 
tave their effigzes carved in' braſs,” and put up in 
ie Market place for a'Monument of their'Popu- 
aitv? - Add to this the affectation of 'new Titles, ' 


- F-nd diſtinCtive badges 'of Honour, [nay the very 


Deifying of ſuch as' were the moſt bloudy Ty-* 


'Nfanrs: Theſe ar&fo extremely ridicujous, that' 


there iS need of more. than one' Demowsitus 20? | 


lauch ; 


Wy C153 

occaſioned thoſe gnemorable atchievements- of 
Heroes, that haveſo much employed the. pens of 
many laborious Writers. "ry! 

. It is Folly, that 'in a ſeveral dreſs governs: Ci. 
ties,* appoints Magiſtrates, and ſupports Judica- 
; tures; and in ſhort, _ the 'whole courſe" of 

mans life a meer chijdrens play, and a worſe than 
Pyſh-pin diverſion. The invention of all Are 
and "ets are likewiſe owing to the {ame cauſe; 
For what ſedentary , thoughtful men would have 
beat their brains in the ſearch of new, and un. 


DAR t=n ON oT wc o © mw» 


heard of Myſteries, if not egg'd on by the bub-F* 


bling hopes of credit, and reputation ? | þ 
chiok aft 


a little glittering flaſh -of -yain-glory is 

- ficient reward for all their 1weat, and toil, 'and 
tedious drudgery ; while they that are ſuppo- 
Rolly more fooliſh, reap advantage of the others 
Iabours. | | 


And now, fince I have made good my title toi 


| Valour,and Induſtry, what if I challenge an equal 


_ of Wiſdom ? How ! This (you'l fay) is ab-W 


ſurd, and contradictory ;/ the Eaſt, and Weſt may 
asſoon ſhake hands, as Folly; and Wiſdom be re- 
conciled. - Well , but have a little patience, and: 
| Fle warrant you I'le make out my clatme. Firſt 
then, if Wiſdom (as muſt be confeſt ) is no' more 


than a readineſs of doing good, atid an Expedite IF? 
method of hecoming hevieable to the work; 


to whom does this vertue more properly belong 


; to the Wiſeman, who partly out of modeſty, part- 


: Iy out of cowardice, can proceed reſolutely in noi 


attempt; or to'the Fool, that goes hand over 
| head; 


2 ks 
__ 2 
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before 'he/ looks, - and ſo ventures 
moſt hazardous undertakin without 
proſpect of danger” In the under- 

ny enterprize the Wike ſhall run'ro 
| ) lone kr with Ty Sort and: do _ erage _ 
om uthors; while'the diſpatc 
voy rh rg Fane on, and: have done | the- 
buſineſs, while" the other is chinkgng' of ir, For 
the two greateſt lers, and impediments-to the iſſue” 
of any performance, are Modeſty, which caſts a+ 
miſt before mens eyes, and' Fear, which makes; 
them ſhiink back,:.and recedeifrom any propoſal: | 
oth theſe are baniſhed, and' caſhiered be et 
and in their ſtead Tuch a habit” of: dineſs 
introduced, as mightily apitvltendl co to the ſuc- 
eſs of all Enterpri ifes- 

Farther, Wo vou willthave Mae nn re in the 
ather' ſenſe, ' of being A r5 "IP - fudiiment of 
you ſhall ſee how ſhort Wile men fofcin 
accePtation; - - 

Firſt then it-is certain, that all things, like ry 
nany Fan s,, carr eons HE aches ay bear 
ane Foo og Voie 

elves far ent from whap / | 
_—O Ry ſo WIR TT ain 
alive, is in" troth: d 
hich appears as dead,at a nearer! 
ere beautiful ſeems #gly;" wealthy: n9-& 
andalous is thoughtcreditable, proſperous pales - 
x unlucky 3 friendly, for what, is 'moſt oppoſite 
NS NS IAS 

' cnange es, 
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what:juſt before they -appeared to: iſtand-.in, !,:;4/ 


::df this ſeen: tdo darkly ;;-and unintelbgibly.ep i 
preſt, Vle explain-it-by the familiar. j off 
dome ,great King, i'.or Prince,-whom every,,onf 
#hall ſuppoſe to {im in theJluxury!of wealthy and: 
kobe a: powerful-Lord; -and Maſter ; when-alak il: 
i; en the one hand he has poverty:.of fpirit enough 
to make hun a meet beggar, -apd.on the other fide 
- the; js worſe than a -Gally fave. to his own: Julk 
.. and paſlions, YT. 215/234 ras © 
-,:'[£1 had amind farther tp expatiate, 1. could'en, 
:large upon ſeyeraliinſtances of like nature, but this 
one,may/at;preſent; ſuffice; | i: + 3 62 
:\-\Well, but what/sthe meaning, (will ſome ſay) - 
Bf allthis?; Whyzzobſerve'the application, If an - 
one in a Playhouſe be ſo impertinent, . and rudelll 
3;to'rife the: Actors of their borrowed cloath: 
make them lay down the: character: aſſum'd,- at 
Jorce them to returneto their naked ſelves; wor 
not ſuch a one wholly diſcompoſe, and ſpoil: th 
Entertainment, and: would&he ngt-deſerve to bl / 
tulsd,, and throw ones; at; :til} the Pragma | 
<al:fool; ſhowd »Jeam better manners?” Ford 


a dil Se: certhe whole Scenewill be alterd6 
9 as ated men, walk Pexhans appear; to} 


Women 3 he that wasdrelk up fog; young brigkb 
2879 Will herfound :a-, rough \w/drfefow 3; - ati 
:that;; repreſented a King, - will remain: but'a ne 
- ardinary Serumg m4! the -Jaying things! thi 
open, 1s. marringall the ſport, which c 
/ 1yan-counterfeir; and diſguile..; Now -the: wot 
\ 3-nathing ele -but ſuch another -Comtedy, 'whe 
every oneinthe.Tirexoom is irſthabired, fo 
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Þlyo the part'ibeis to aft; and as it is ſucee{- 
iſively their turn,'-out they come on the Stage; 
where he that now perſonates a P#ince, ſhall in 
another part of the ſame Play alter his dreſs, and 
:hecome a Beggar, all things being in a maſque, 
iand /particular diſguiſe, or othgrwiſe the Play 
could never be preſented. Now if there ſhould 
ariſeany ſtarcht formal Dox that would -point 
at the {everal Attors, and tell how This, that 
ſeemsa petty God, is1n truth worſe than a Brute, 
being made captive to the tyranny of: paſſion ; 
that the other, who bears the character of a King, 
1s indeed the moſt flaviſh-of Servingamen, in being 
.fobje& to/ the maſterſhip of Luſt, and Senſualiry, 
-that a third, who vaunts:ſo much of his Protties, 
is no better than.a Baſtard for degeterating from 
\Virtze, which oight:to be of greateſt conſidera- 
-tioh:ifii Heraldry; and ſo ſhall go, on in expoſing 
allthereſt : would not-any one: think: ſuch'a per- 
A on:qutefrantick,:and; ripe for Bedlam ? For'as 
= nothmg is more ſilly, than prepoſtetous Wiſdom, 
ſo ipthere: nothing+more indiſcreet ''than an 'vn- 
Wl ſeaſonable Reproof::.,And therefore: he is'to he 
A chomed'ont of all ſociety, that wiltnort be pliable , 
conformable, and willing to ſvite his humour with 
other mens; remembridg the law; of Clubs, - and 
Meetings, Thathe 'who; wyl- not goias the-reft, 
anuſti get him] out-of+ the! company< + And ir 1s 
certainly one great degree of wiſdom, for: every 
-oneto conſider, that. he is but a: MMavy that thert- 
forethe ſhould not pitch his foaring-thoughts: be- 
,youdthe level of Xfortality, but imp. the wings of 
-bis/towring- ambition, and obligingly TR, 
9; >. an 
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and condeſcend tothe weakneſs of others, it being 
man” times a piece of complaifance, to go-out 
of the Road for companies fake. ' No, (ay you) 
this is a grand piece of Folly : True, but yetall 
our Living is no-more than fuch kind of Fooling: 
Which thougtfit may ſeeny harſh to aſſert, yet it 
is not ſo ſtrange as true. 

For -the better making it out, it might per- 
haps be requiſite to invoke the aid of the Afefer, 
to: whom the Poets deyoutly. apply themſelves 
upon far more” ſlender occaſions. Come +thet, 
and aſſiſt ye Heliconian Lafſes, while 1 attetnpt to 
prove, that there is no method: for an arrival to 
Wiſdom, and conſequently no track to the goal 
of Happineſs, without the inſtructions, and dis 
reftions of Folly. 
+--And here, in thefirſt place, it has been already 

[ 7 acknowledged, that all the Paſſions are liſted 1in- 
der 'my Regiment, fince Thig'is reſobeanh 'to.be 
the only” diſtintion betwixt a. Wiſe = anda. 
| Fool, 'that-this latter is governed'by Paſlion, the 

4 other guided by Reaſon : And therefore-the Sto- 
_ took! n Paſons no other, than as the in- 

| 'malady of the Soul, that diſorders 
the eng Fradens: 'of the whole man, and: by put 
ting the fpirits/ into 'a feaveriſh ferment many. 
times occaſion ſome mortal diſtemper : And- yet 
thefe, however decried, are not'only our Tutoury I 
xo inſtruct us toward the attainment of Wiſdom, 
but een bolden us likewiſe ,” and ſpur us on toa 
icker diſpatch of all our undertakings. - Thisl 
CE will be ſtomached by the Stoical Seneca, Yj; 
"ww pretends, that the only RO of "ol 
| om 
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ork he EOS ng whereds the | 
1ng/any PErien to 1$ perfectly to Une 
man :þim,, or ciſe tratisforming him into ſome 
fabulous Deity, that never was, nor ever will bez 
*Y nay, to ſpeak more plain, it is but the making 
him-a-meer Sratwe, iminoveable. fenſleſs, and al- 
together unative;, And if This be their Wiſe 
man, tet them take him to themſelves, and re- 
move him into Plato's common-wealth, the new 
Atlantis, 'or ſome other like Fairy-land. For 
who would not hate, and avoid ſuch a popes bn . 
ſhould be deaf to all the dictates of common 
Senſe ? that ſhould have no more of love, or pity, 
than a block ; or ſtone, that remains heedleſs of 
al dangers ?.. that thinks he can never miſtake; 
ut can foreſee all 'contingencies, at the greateſt * 
liſtance, and make proviſion for the worſt pre»+ - 
76s? that feeds upon himſelf; and his own: . 
pugihts 3 tharmonopolizes health, wealth, pow= 
r, dignity, and all to himſelf; that loves-no 
man, nor 1s beloved of any; that has the impu- 
dence to tax even Divine Providence of ill con- 
Ivance, and proud:y grudges, nay tramples un- * 
ler foot all other mens reputation. And This is / 
e, that is the Stoicks complete 'Wiſe man. But; 
rithee, what City would chooſe ſuch a Magiſtrate? 
tat Army would be willing to ſerve under 
icha Commander ? Or what Woman would be 
wtent with ſich a doo-little Husband ? Who 
ld invite ſuch a Gueſt? or what Servant 
uld be retained by ſuch a Maſter ? The moſt 
Witerate Mechanick would ,10 all retpetts be a 
ore acceptable man, who wovld be A 
. _ _ with- 
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/; misfortunes ? How toilſome ; arid-full of: rouge 
- /ry our riper years? how heavy, and 'uncomfor. 
table our old age ? : and laſtly,” how unwelcom'the 
- unayoidablenels of Death ?- Farther, 'in every 
{courſe of life how many wracks there 'may be. of 
/ torturing diſeaſes, how many 'untiappy accident 


Poverty, Impriſonment, Slander, Reproach,' Re: 


- needs commend the yalour. of the Mileſran wire 


[ 42 J 
with his wife, free'with his friends, | jovial at 
feaſt, pliable in converſe, and obliging to/' 
company, But I am tired -out*-with-this part' of 
my ſubject,” and" ſo muſt paſs to! ſome other To! 
icks. - $25: F SFO: C7; Ya 
: And now wete any one plac'd on that towes, 
from whence Fove is fancied by the Poers'toiſyfe 
vey the world, he would' all aroumd diſcern how! 
many grievances and calamities our' whole life is 
on every ſide encompaſſed with :' How unclean 
our birth, how troubleſome 'our: tendance-in the 
cradle, how liable our childhovd iis to'a thouſand 
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may caſually occur, how many. unexpected dila- 
ſters may ariſe ,, and: what ſtrange alterations: 
may one moment produce ? Not to mention ſuch: 
milſeries, as men are mutually the cauſe -of , as 


venge, Trezchery,Malice,Couſenage,Deceit;and fo 
many more,as to reckon them'all would beas pur 
ing Arichmetick as the numbring of the Sands." 

How Mankind' became” environed with fuel 
hard circumſtances, or what: Deity impoſed 
theſe Plagues, as a Penance on rebellions Mortals, 
Iam not now at leiſure to enquire : but. whoever 
ſeriouſly takes them into conſideration, he muſt 
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fid of a troubleſatne world : And how many wie © 


metr have rook the fanie courſe of becoming their 
own Exerutioners* Amon r= redone 
tion Diopenes, Xenocrates, Cite, 
ad other Herves, the ſeif-denying Colas, is —d 
enough to be + yomgeenck, hs; when he way 
offered by Apollo the priviledge of being 
ted from , and living on to-the 
ed, he refuſed rhe enticing propoſal as defer- 
ved.y oy thinking it 4 puniſhment , rather thiti 
rewat 
- Bur if all were thus wiſe, you ſee how ſooh'the 
world would be unpeopled, and whit need there 
world be of a fecond Promechew, toplaiſter up the 
decayed image of Mankind. | there ore come, ant 
ſtand it this gap, of danger, and prevent farthet 


miſchief ; partly by ignorance, pattly by jj = 


ren: by the 6hlivion of phone: would b 
ting ” renertiber, and the hopes omar ms 

be grateful ro expect, together 
ad. art ittrerfixrute of pleaſtte ;' ery tm E 
men fo far from being weary of oy fives, 
when their thread is fpun to its full in | 
are yet. unwilling to die, and+ mij ra 
bronght to take rheit lf Farewell of ils. 
Thus, ſome decre $00 fellows , ' that VE as 
hollow as the 7746, mito which t 6 
thar ratthe in the t at evety 
that cali eat no meat, Anita, prey 


rf toſuck, that have Mbre hair oh th6r betrd think 


ave onrheir heat, and go ſloop RR 
f, they moff ſhortly ren to, whoſesKkint | 


ſeems already dreſt” ine parchment , and" their 


bones 


LL 44J 
* bones, ready dried to, a Skeleton 3. theſe ſhadows 
of.men ſhall be wonderful . ambitious, of livin 
longer, and therefore fence off the ens 
Death; with all _ imaginable flights, and 
ſtores : one ſhall vew die his grey hairs, oy 
op Colour ſhould betray his Age; another i 
pruce himſelf up in a light Periwzg.; a third ſhall 
eepairthe Icls of bis teeth with an. 1vory ſert 3, and 
a-fourth perhaps {balk fall deeply in. /ove with a 
young, Girl. and accordingly court her with as 
much of gaiety , and briskneſs, 'as the liyclieſt 
rk.in the whole town: and we can't but Know, 
for an Old man to marry a Young wife ih 
= a, portion, to be a cooler to other mens luſt, 
own ſo.common, that it is become the Ala make 
of the times. And, what's yet more Comical, 
you ſhall have ſome wrinkled old women, whoſe 
looks are a ſafkicient antidote to leachery, 
that ſhall be. canting out, 4h life 5 4 "ev; thing, 
and ſoruna Catterwawling, a hire ſome ſfrong.. 
back't Stallions.to recover their almoſt Joſt ſenſe 
of feeling and to ſet themſelves off the better, 
they. ſhall paint,. and dawhb their faces, alway, 
ſtand a tricking up themſelves. at their I coking- 
'glaſs, go naked neck'd, bare breſted, be tickled at 
a ſmutty Jelt, dance among: the young Cirls, 
write Love-letters, and do alf the other little 
knacks of decoying hot-blooded Suitours,; ang. in, 
the mean while, howeyer'they are Japght'at, they, 
enjoy themſelyes to the full, Tive- up to their, 
hearts deſire, . and want for pothing that 
complete their happineſs, As for thoſe that at: 
them- herein {0 ridicylpys ,. I would have them 
give 
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ive an ingenuous anſwer to this one Queries 
Whether, Folly, or Hanging were left to their 
choice, they had not much rather live like fools, 
than dye like dogs? But what matter is it, if 
theſe things are reſented by the vulgar ? their ill 
word isnO injury to Fools, who are either alto- 
gether inſenſible of any affront, or at i: 
not mucho heart. If they were kn (> 
head, or had their brains daſh'd out, they would 
| © have ſome cauſe to complain ; but alas, ſlander, 
| calumny, and diſgrace, are no other way injuri- 
h- ous, than as they are interpreted ; nor otherwiſe 
is & £11}; than as they are thonght to be ſo : What harm 
le © 1S it then, if all perſons deride, and'ſcoff you, it 
1, & you bear but up in your own thoughts, and be. 
k © your elf throughly conceited of your deſerts ? 
7 And prithee, why ſhould it be thought my ſcandal 
” to bea Fool, ſince the being ſo is one part of our 
" I nature, and eſſence ; and as ſo, our not being wiſe 
Z can no more reaſonably be imputed as a fault, than 
- © it would be proper to laugh at a man, becauſe he 
- © cannnot fly in the air, like Birds, and Fowls; be- 
-- © cauſe he goes not on all four, as beaſts of the field ; 
+ © becauſe he does not wear a pair of viſible horns, 
= KEE creſt on his forehead, like Bulls, or Staggs : 
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e  ythe ſame figure we may call a Horſe unhappy, 
becauſe he was never aug t his Grammar ; and an 

; | ©xe miſerable, for that he neyer learnt to fence : 
” Y but ſure as a Horſe, for not knowing a letter, is 
: © "ever the leſs valuable; fo a Man, for being a 
p Fool, is never the more unfortunate, it being by 
'Y Nature and Proyidence ſo ordained for each, © © 
- Ay, but (ſay our Patrons of Wiſdom) the know- 
G 2 ledge 
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” Tedgeof Arts andSciences is purpoſery attainable 

' by men, that the defet of natural parts may be 
fupplyed'by the help of acquired: as if it were 
probable, that Nature, which had been fo exaQ, 
and'curjous.in the mechaniſme of Flowers, Herbs, 
and Flies, ſh ould have bungled moſt in her maſter- 


Piece, and made Man as it were by halves, to be 
afigward poliſhed, and refined by his own indu- 
ſtry,”"m Mc attainment of ſuch Scieres as the v 


Foyptians ſeigned were invented by their God 
Thenth, as a plague ſure, and puniſhment to man-I d 
kind,” being fo far, from augmenting their hap- } n 
pineſs, that th:y do not auſwer that end they 1 
were firſt deſigned for, which was, the improve. ?! 
ment of memory; as Plato in his Phedrus does wit-ill t 
tily obſerve. | : 
la the firſt Golden Age of the world there was t| 
no necd of theſe perplexities; there wasthen no 0-M t 
/- ther ſort of learning, but what was naturally colle- I 1! 
' Reed fromevery man's common ſenſe, improved by Il t 
an eaſje experience. What uſe could there have ſl © 
been of Grammar, when ail men ſpoke the ſamel L 
Mother-tongue, aud aimed at no higher pitch of 1 
Oratory, than barely to be underſtood by each t 
other ? What necd of Logick, when they were ſl C 
too wile taenter into any Vifpare ? Or what oc-l 
calion for Rherarick, where no difference arole tq 
require any lahorious deciſion ? 'And as little rex 
ſan had they. to he tied up by any laws, ſince the 
dittares: of Nature, and common Morality were 
reſtraint, and oEAon ſufficient: Andas to al 
the myſteries of Providence , they. made t 
rather the objet of their wonder, than of theit 
\ CU 
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ing it a crime for any man to aime at what 1s put 


dence,,though 1, ſhall be ſore of the grea- 
teſt cuſtom; Ny b Ks this whole Art, as it is . 
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curioſity ; and therefore were not {0 prefumptu-' &d 
ous as todive into the depths of Nature, to las: - 
bour for the ſolving all phenomena's in Aſtronomy, 

or to wrack their brain in the ſplitting of Enti- 
ties and unfolding the niceſt ſpeculations, judg- 


beyond the reach of his ſhaliow apprehenſion. 

Thus was Ignorance, in the infancy of the 
world, as much the parent of Happineſs. as it has 
been ſince of Devor:on: but as ſoon as the Gol- 
den Age began by degrees to degenerate into 
more droſſy metals, then were Arrs likewiſe in- 
rented ; yet, at firft, but few in number, and 
thoſe rarely underftoad, till in farther proceſs of 
time the ſuperſtition of the Chaldeans, and the 
curioſity of the Grecians, ſpawn d ſo many Adub- 
tleties, that now it is fcarce the work of an 4 
to be throughly acquainted with all the criticiſms 
In Grammar only. And among all the ſeveral Arts 
thoſe are, proportionably moſt eſteemed of, that 
come neareſt to Weakneſs, ayd Folly. For thus 
Divines may bite their 'nails , and Naturaliſts 
may blow their fingers, Aſtrologers may know 
their own fortune is to be poor, and the Logt- 
cian may ſhut his fit and graſp the wind. 


Solus inns eg mvnor armiaG anc', 

While all theſe hard-nam'd fellows cannot make 

Sogredt a figure as a ſmgle Quack, 
And in this profeſſion, thoſe that. haye moſt 


now practiſed, is but one incorporated compound 
of Craft, and Impoſture. Next 


( 


| 
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{..; Next to the Phyſician comes (He, who perhaps 
| vill commence a. Suite with me, for not beihg 
' Placed before him, I mean) the Lawyer, who 51; 
ſo filly as to be Jezoramw to a Proverb, and yet 
by ſuch are all difficulties reſolved, all controver. pe 
Ties determined, and all affairs managed, ſo much j; 
.to their own advantage, that they get thoſe E-Y;7 
ſtates to themſelves, which they are employed to y 
recover for their Clients : while the poor Divine pl 
in the mean time ſhall haye the lice crawl upon ke 
; bis thread-bare gown, before, by all his ſweat and 
drudgery, he can get mony enough to purchaſea ſis 
new one. As thole Arts therefore are moſt ad-Yjj 
vantageous to their reſpeCtive profeſſours, which n; 
are fartheſt diſtant from Wiſdom, fo are thoſe 
perſons incomparably moſt happy, that have leaf ſh 
to do with any at all, but jog on in the common gf 

| Toad of Nature, which will never miſlead us, ex- 
cept we voluntarily leap over thoſe boundaries, 
which ſhe has cautiouſly. ſet to our finite beings, 

. Nature glitters moſt in her own plain homely 
/ garb, and then gives the greateſt luſtre, when ſhe 
1$ unſullied from all artificial garniſh. _ | 
Thus if we inquire into the ſtate of all dumb 

' creatures, we ſhall find thoſe fare beſt, that are left 
to Nature's condutt : As to inſtance in Bees, what 
Is more to be admired, than the induſtry and con- 
trivance of theſe little Animals ? What Archite& 
could ever form ſo curious a ſtrufture, . as they 
givea mode} of in their unimitable Combs ? what 
kingdom can be governed with better diſcipline, 
than they. exactly obſerye . in their reſpective 
hives? While the Horſe, by turning a-Rebel 
30 
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to Nature, and becoming a Slave to, Man,: under- 
$F 20es the worſt of tyranny: he is ſometimes ſputr + 
$ Yon to battle, ſo long tilt he draw his -guts after* 
YH him for trapping, and at laſt falls down, ard bites 
LY the ground inftead of Graſs ; not to mention'the | 
-F penalty of his jaws being curbed, his'tail dock'd,' 
[ his back wrung, his ſides ſpurr-galFd; his 'clofe 
- Fimpriſonment in a Stabſe, his rapſhin, and fetters 
VE when he runs a graſs, and a great many other, 
« Fplapues ; which he might have avoided, if he haf 
N Ekepc to that firſt ſtation of freedom, which Na- 
d Fore placed him in. How much more deſireable 
aFisthe unconfined range of Flies, and- Birds, who 
Living by inſtin&t, would want nothing to com- 
bY plete their happineſs, if ſome welLimployett 
ſe Domitian would not perſecute the'former, nor the 
[ ly Fowler lay ſnares, and gins for -the intrapping 
ofthe other? And if young Birds, before their 
© unfledg*d wings can' carry them from their neſts,” 
S Ware caught, and pent up in a Cage, for the being - 
* taught to ſing, or whiſtle ; all' their new ranes” 
if WE make not half f6 ſcer Muſick, as their wild morery*+ 
FF and natoral melody: ſo much does that, which is 
but rough-drawn by Nature, ſurpals,* and excell 
all the additional paint, and varmiſh'of Art. And 
we cannot ſure” but commend, and” admire that 
Pythagorean Cock, which (as Lntian Tehtes) had * 
been ſucceſſively a man, a woman; Prince, a. 
ſubject, a fiſh, a horſe, and a frog ;/after all his 
erience he ſumm'd'op his judgment in this'cen-- 
ſure, "That Man was the moſt wretched, and de-*, 
Plorable of all creatures,” all” other: patiently * 
azing within the encloſures of Nature,” BY bf 


ds [. 50. ] oY 
Man only broke out, and ſtrayed beyond thole Yi 
ſafer limits, which he was nn (neo: to. And lo 
Grylw is to be adjudg'd wiler the much coun- 
ſelling Vlyſſes,'in as prmarg ris” by the inchant. Yr: 
ment of C:rce he had been turned into a Hog, he fr 


would not lay down his ſwiniſhneſs, nor forſake 
his beloved Stie, to run the peril of a hazardous 


voyage. For a farther confirmation whereof fl 
have the authority-of Homer, that Captain of all Kdi 
Poetry, who, as he gives to mankind in general 
the Epithete of wretched, and anbappy;, lo he be-fþo 
ſtows in particular npon Ulyſſes the title of mſe- Wo 
rable, which he never attributes to Pars, Ajax, ba 
Achilles, or any other of the Commandets, and fer 
that for this reaſon ; becauſe Vhyſes was more 
crafty, cautious, and wiſe, that any of the reſt. Kei 
As thoſe therefore fall ſhortelf of happineſs, Fai 
that reach higheſt at Wiſdom , meeting with the 
greater repube for ſoaring beyond the boundariesÞra 
of their nature, and without remembring them-Þm: 
ſelyes tobe but men, like the fallen Ange daring '« 
\ to vye- with Omnipotence, and: Giant-like' ſcale Beſj 
Heaven with the Engines of their own Brain; Son 
ſo are thoſe moſt exalted in the road of bliſs,” that Bho 
degenerate neareſt into Brutes, and quietly diveſt $er 
themſelves of all uſe, and exerciſe of Reaſon, ſp: 
-,, And this we. can prove by a familiar inſtante. Yb 
AsS:namely, can there be any one ſort of men, Þy. 
that enjoy themſelves better., than thoſe which J 
we call (d.ots, Changelings, Fools, and Naturals? ffelv 
It may. perhaps ſound harſh, . but upon due; conl- Sug 
deration it willbe. found abundaatly true, that Sher 
theſe perſons in all circumſtances fare beſt, _ 1m: 
ive 


C51 7 
five moſt comfortably : As firſt, they are void 
f Rofall fear, which is a very great priviledge to 
be exempted from ;: they: are troubled with no - 
remooſe;-nor pricksof conſcience z/ they are not 
frighted- with - any  bug-bear ſtories of another 
morld'; they ſtartle nor at the fancied appearance 
vH0f Ghoſts, or apparitions ; theyare not wrack'd 
Sith the dread of impending miſchiefs, nor ban- 
Lied with the hopes 'of any expetted enjoyments: 
[In ſhort, they are unaſſaulted by all thoſe legions 
af cares, that war againſt the quiet of Rational 
e- ſouls; they areaſhimed of nothing, fear no man; 
aiſh the nneaſineſs of: ambition, envy, and loyez 
d nd toadde the reverſion of a future happineſs. #0 
e (be enjoymentof'a preſent one, they have no ſin 
. Wcither to anſwer for, Divines unanimonſly mains 
aining, that a groſs, and unavoidable ignorance + 
e Woes not only -extenuate, and abate from the ags ' 
&EÞravation, but wholly expiate the guilt of any | 
n- Smmorality. pk 94571 : 
| Come now theras many of you, as challenge the. 
Feſpett of being” accounted wiſe , *ingenuouſly \ 
, Fonfeſs, how many inſurrections of rebellious . 
Shoughts, and pangs of a Iabouring mind, ye are 
t @erperually/ thrown; and tortur'd with z reckon 
_Þpall thoſe-inconveniences that you are unavoi- 
x. Fably ſubjedt: to,/and then tell-me, whether” fools, 
0, Þy being exempted from all theſe embroilments, 
is re not infinitely:more free, and-happy; than-your 
$2 &lves'? Adde £0' this, that Fools do not barely. 
& Þugh, and-fing, and play the good fellow alone to | 
Shemſetves; but-as it: is the nature of 200d to be 
dFomomncative; 10 rhey impart itheir mirth' to 
ve H Others, 


[53 ] 
others, by making ſport for the: whole company; / 
they are at any time engaged' in; as if Providence} 
purpolely dehgu'd them for an Antidote to Me! 
Jancholy : whereby they make all perſons {o-fond x 
of their ſociety; that rao welcommed-to all 1 
places, hugg'd,careſs'd, and defended; a liberty p 
given themrof ſaying, or doing any thing; (o well 
beloved, that none dares to'offter them the leaf 4 
injury , aay, the moſt ravenous beaſts of ' ptey | 
- will paſsthem by untouck'd, as if by iaſtin& they; 
were warned, that fuch innocence ought to re y 
ceive no hurt. Farther, their converſe is ſo' z . 
ceptable in the Court of Princes, that few Kingif"! 
will banquet, walk, or take any: other diverſion,” 
without their attendance; nay, and had mnch 
rather have: their company, than that of their n 
reſt Counſellors, whom they maintain moreſ* 
Be Caifinn fake, than good: wilt; nor is it 6 G 
ſtranpe, that theſe fools ſhould be preferr'd before 
graver Politicians, fince theſe laſt, by their harſh Tn 
fowr advice, and-ill timing the” truth, are firon| 
to put a Prince out of the khumonr, while the 06 7 
ther laugh, andtalk, and joque, without. any dan- th 
ger ofdiſobliging; 
. It is one farther: very commendable propertyſ* 
of Fools, that they alwaus ſpeak the rruch,; than 
which thece is vothing more noble, and Heroical: 
For ſo, though Plaro relate it as a ſentence of [4J® 
cibiades, That in the Sea of Drunhenneſs 'Fru ”a 
ſwims uppermo#t, and ſo Wine is the only teller off,; 
Troth ;. yet this: charafter may more juſtly t ba 
aſſumed by me, as 1 can make good from the au} 
thority of Exripides, who lays down this as at iy 


F 
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»Axiome, awed wes abyn'y Children and: Fools al-. 
TY pays eakthe truth. Whatever the: fool has in 
"Yhis heart, cog 9 it 18 his face, or, what is 
nore notifying, diſcoyers it'by his words: while 
Wie wiſe man, as Erripides obleryes , Carries a 
double tongue ; the one to ſpeak what may be 
aid, the other what ought to be 3; the one what 
ub, the other what the :1me requires: whereby 
he can 1n a trice fo alter his jadgment, as to prove 
that to be now white, which he had juſt before 
[wore to be black, like the Satyr at his Porrage, 
blowing hot and cold at the ſame breath 3 in hi 
ps profeſling one 'thing, when in his beare he + 
” Rncans another, 5: | 
Farthermore, Princes in their greateſt ſplen- 
. {our ſeem ppon this account unhappy, i that 
\Fibey miſs the advantage of being told the troth, . 
gad are ſhamm'd off by a parcel of infinuating 
- MCOurtiers, that acquit themſelves as Flatterers 
more than as Friends. _ But ſome will perchance 
object, that Princes do not Jave to hear the truth, 
and therefore wife men muſt be very. cautious, 
| I ns e themſtlves before t _ _ 

ey fl take too preac a liberty in; ſpeakis 
what is/ 17a, Ke a fr what - 15:; «cc wn 
"ibis muſt be confeſt, Truth indeed is ſeldom / | 

+ Balatable to the cars of Kings, yet Fools have ſo. 
4 Feat a priviledge as to have free kave, not oply 
{0 ſpeak here truths, but the moſt birrer ones too: - 
_ 0 28 the ſame reproof, which had 1t come from 
'M he month of a Wile man, wopld have colt him 
J's head ';' being blurted oat. by a Fool;. is not. on- 
and} pardoned, byt well taken, 'and rewarded. For 
Xi | H 2 ' Troth 
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| Truth has naturally a mixture-of pleaſurey if it 
carry with it nothing of offence to the- perſon 
whom it is applied to; and: the happy knack of 
ordering ir fo, is beſtowed , only on Fools. Tis 
for the ſame reaſon that this ſort of men are more 
fondly beloved by women, who like their tum. 
bling them about, and playing with them, though 
never ſo boiſterouſly, pretending to take that 
/ only in jeſt, which they would have to be meant 
- Inearneſt, as that Sex 1s very ingenious in palli- 
2ting, and diſſembling the bent of their wanton 
/ Inclifations: | 
Bur toreturn.' An additional happineſs of theſe 
Fools appears farther in this, That when they 
have run merrily on to their laſt ſtage of life, they 
neither findany' fear , nor feel any pain to die 
but march contentedly to the other world; where 
their company ſure muſt be as acceptable,” as it 
was here upon -earth. 

Let us draw-now a comparsſon between the con 
dition of a Fool, and that of'a Wiſe mar, and fee 
how infinitely the one outweighs the other. 

Give me any inſtance then of a man as wiſe 2 
you can fancyhim poſſible to be, that has ſpent 
all his younger years in poring upon books, anc 
rrudging after learning ; in the purſuit-whereot 
he ſquanders away the pleafanteſt time of his life 
jd br and faſting, and in his Jatte 
days he never taſts one mouthfnl of delight, but is 
alway ſtingy, poor, dejected, melancholly, /bur 
denſom to himlelf; and unwelcom to others; pal 
lean, thin-jaw'd, ſickly, contrafting by his ſeden 
farineſs ſuch hurtfu] diftempers, as bring him tc 


| 
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an RT Bn like Roſes pluckt before they 
ſhatter- us have you the draught of a Wile 
man's happineſs, more the obje&t of a commilſe- 
rating Pitty, than of an ambirioning Envy. 

But now again come the croaking Stoicks, and 
tell me in mood, and figure, That nothing is more 
miſerable, than the being mad: bur the being a 
hatY Fool, is the being mad, therefore there is no- 
ant thing more miſerable than the being a Fool. A- 
W-J aſs, this is but a Fallacy, the diſcovery whereof 
tonfl ſolves the force of the whole SyIlogiſm. Well 
then, they argue ſubtilly, tis trve, but as Socra- 


eleſÞ resin Plato makes two Yerw's, and two Cupids, and of 


eff ſhews how their ations and properties ought not 
ney to be confounded ; ſo theſe Diſputants, if they 


te had not been mad themſelves, ſhould have diftin- | 


ere] guiſhed between a double Madneſs in others : and 


SF there is certainly a great difference in the nature, 


as well as in the degrees of them, and they are not 
n'F both equally ſcandalons: for Horace ſeems to 
lee} take delight in one ſort, when he ſays, 


=--- An me ludit amabils; 
- Inſania !--- 


Does welcome Frenzy make me thus miſtake? 


terf} And Plato in his Phedron ranks the madneſs of 
5 Poets, of Prophets, and of Lovers, among thoſe 

Properties which conduce to a happy life. And 
Virgil, in his ſixth e£nead, gives this Epithete to 
the induſtrious e/Eneas, 

Quod fr — - 


TIn- 
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----—Tnfans jwuat indulgere labert : 
Wyow} proceed to theſe your mad attempts. 


| And indeed there is a twofold fort of Madneſs : 
| Fhe one, that which the Furies bring from Hell; 
thoſe that are herewtth poſleſs'd, are hurried on 
/ to wars, and contentions, by an inexhavuſtible 
/ thirſt of power, and riches, inflamed to ſome in- 
' | famous, and unlawful luſt, inraged to a& the 
Parvicide, ſeduced to- become guilty of inceſt, 
facriledge, or ſome other ef thoſe crimſon-died 
crimes ; or finally, to be ſo prickt in conſcience, 
+ as to be kafld, and ſtung with the whips, and 
Makes of grief, and remorſe. But there is ano» 
ther ſort of Madneſs, that proceeds from Fong 
_ 5o far from being any way injuriaus, or diſtaſtfu,, 
that it is throughly good, and deſireable : And this | 
bappens, when by a harmleſs muſtake in the judg- 
went of things, the mind is freed from thoſe cares, 
which would otherwiſe gratingly afflitt it; and 
ſmooth'd over with a content, and ſatisfaction, it 
could not under other circumſtances fo happily 
enjoy. And this 1s that comfortable Apathy, or 
inſenſibleneſs, which Cicere, in an Epiſtle to his 
friend Artic, withes himſelf maſter of, - that he 
might the jeſs take to heart thoſe inſufferable out- 
rages committed by the tyrannizing Triumvirate, 
Zepiduu, Antonin, and Augnſtxs. That Grecian 
kkewiſe had a happy time of it, who was ſo fran- 
-.. tick, as to fit a whole day in the empty, Theatre 
\/ Kughing, ſhouting, and clapping his-.hands, as it 
\ hehadreally ſeen- fome pathetick Tragedy ated 
to | | ro 
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tothe life, when indeed all was no more thanthe 


ngth of imagination, and-the efforts of de- 
t»$0n, while in all other reſpects the ſame perion 
behaved himſelf very diſcreetly, was 


| =--——= 7kcanda ac, 
* Comm m axxorews. poſſetque sgnoſcere ſeros, 
Et ſigns leſe nou inſapire lagene. 


Sweet to lns friends, to's wife obfiging,; kind; 
And fo averſe from a revengeful mind, 

\ "That had his ſervants unkald his bottled wine, 
He would not fret, nor dogged(y repine. 


And when by a courſe of Phyſlick he was recs - 
vered from this phrenſy, he looked upon hiscwe 
ſo far froma &#dnef5, rhat he thus reaſons the 
caſe with his friends - | : | 


—-Pol me occidiſts amiti, 
Non ſervaſtis,----- cui ſic extorin volupt as, 
_ Er dempt ms per vine mentis gratiſſumus error. 


This Remedy, my friends, is worſe ith* main 
Than the Diſeaſe,the Cure augments the pal 
My only hopes is a relapſe agaiu. 


And certainly they were the more mad of the 

two, who endeavoured to bereave him of ſo plea- 

fing a delirium, and recall al1 the aches of his kead 

by difpelling the miſts of his brain. | 

- 'Thave not yet determined, whether it be pro- 

per to include all the detefts of fenfe and under- 
| | Itanding 
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ſtanding under the common gas of Madneſs, fi 


For if any one be. ſo ſhort-lighted; as to take a 
Mule for an Aſs, or ſo ſhallow-pated,;as to ad- 
mire a paltry Ballad for an elegant. Poem, he is 


not thereupon immediately cenſured as mad : but 


if any one let not--only kis Senſes, but his Judg- 
ment be impoſed upon in the molt ordinary com- 
mon concerns, he ſhall come under the ſcandal of 
being thought next door to a madman : as ſup- 
poſe any one ſhould hear an Aſs bray, and ſhould 


take it for raviſhing Muſick ; or if any one, born Þ 


a beggar, ſhould fancy himſelf as great as a Prince, 
or the like. But this ſort of. Madneſs, if (as is 
moſt uſual) it be accompanied with pleaſure, 


brings-a great ſatisfation, both to thoſe who are I( 


poſle(sd with it themſelves, and thoſe who deride 


it in others, 'though they are not both equally p 


frantick. And this ſpecies of Madnc'z is of larger 


extent chan the world commonly imagines. Thus Kr 


"the whole tribe of Madmen make. ſport among 
themlelves, while one laughs at another; he that 


'is more mad, man times jeering him that is leſs 


ſo. But indeed the greater each man's Madnels 


IS, the greater is his happineſs, if it be but ſacha Emi 


fort as proceeds from an exceſs of Folly, which is 
ſod Epidemical a diitemper, that it is hard to: find 
any one man ſo uninte{ted, as not to have ſome- 


times a fitor two of ſome fort of-Phrenſy. There, 


is only this difference between the ſeveral Pati 
ents: He that. ſhall take a Broom-ſtick for a 
{treight-bodied woman, is without more /adoe 
ſentenc'd for a Mad-man, becauſe this ts ſa itrange 


a blunder as-very. ſeldom happens; whereas he 
whoſe 


k 
d 
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doe hier qr Fo 2s, is abs n''no. 
becauſe he fares no wo an a-preat 
wy more of his good-natur'd' bonrs Ky 
nong theſe are' to. be ranked” fo "as take an 
nmoderate delight in Hwtive ; and think no 
Maſick comparable to the ſoundi ing of Horns, and 
the Jeping of Beagles ; and were they 'to take 
Phylick, would no queſtion think the moſt ſove- 
feigtt yirtues to be in the Album Grain of a dogs- 
nd: when they have run down their -Game ; 
hat ſtrange pleaſure they take in cutting of it-pp! 
Cows, and Sheep may be ſaughter'd by common 
atchers, but what is kill'd im hunting muſt be 
broke up by none under a Gentleman, Jos ſhall 
row. down his Hat, fall devoatly on his knees; 
2nd drawing out a laſhing Hanger, (for a com- 
ton. knife is not good enough) after ſeveral ce: 
monies ſhall diſſect all the parts as arrtficially, 
3 the beſt skill &Anatomiſt ; while all that ſand 
round, ſhall look very intently ; and em to be 
7 ightily furprized with the vovelty, though they 
lave ſeen the ſame an hundred rimes before ;' and 
ie that can but dip his finger , and raſt of the 
loud,” ſhall think his own betrer'd by it; and 
ough the conſtant” feeding on fuch diet, does | 
ut aſſimilate them to the nature of thoſe Beaſts | 
ey cat of, yet they'l ſwear that Veniſon' is meat / 
or Princes, and that their living npon it makes ' 
hem as great as Ermperours. 
Near a kin to theſe, are ſnch as take 8, 
[ anc 
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| fey for Builing "They ail up, pull dſp 
/ begin anew, alter the elf ard never relt, till 
Y 4 64 1-2 _ 
/* they, run themſelves out of | 


Y, fe . their whole Eſfate, 
taking up ſucha.conpaſls for Buildings, till the 
leave themſelyes.ngt one foot of land to livEupon, 
nor one poor Cottage. to ſhelter themſelves fron 
cold, and hunger: and yet all thewhile are mighl 
ty-proud of theif contrivances, atid fing a ſweet 


requiem tO te own happineſs. 


-, To theſe are tg be added thoſe plodding Yer 
} twoſo 5, that pl nder the moſt inward receſſes 0 
/ / Nature, for the pillage ofa new Invention, and 
© rake over Sea and Land for the turning up ſome 

hitherto latent myſtery, and are fo continually 

tickled with the hopes of ſucceſs, that they ſpare 
for nocoſt, nor pains, but trudge on, and upon ; 
defeat in one attempt couragioully tack about to 
another, and fall upon new experiments, neye 
giving over, till they have calcined their whok 

Eſtate to aſhes, and have not money enough [ef 

unmelted to purchaſe one Crucible, or Limbeck 

And yet after all, they are not fo much diſcour: 

ged, but tNat they dream fine things ſtill, and ani 

mate- others what they can to the like undert: 
kings; nay, when their hopes come to the laſt 
gaſp, after all their ra para vg they have 
yet one Salvo tor their cre | 
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/ Ando inveigh againſt the ſhortneſs of their ox 
| whict 


; . 
og 


"GR 
..- «hich allows them not time enough to bring ther, 
wh, Ydefigns to a maturity, and perfettion,. —” 
; ti. ; Whether . Dice players, may V8.ſo' favourably 
ate, dealt with, as to, be admitted. among the reſt is, \ 


heyſcarce yet reſolyed upon; but Ture it is hugely | 
500, vain, and ridiculous, when we ſee ſome pertons 
romf{{0:devoutly additted.tothis diverſion, that at the 
igh-Yorſt rattle of the Box their heart ſhakes within 
vet them, and keeps conſort” with the motion of the 
 NDice: They are egg'd on ſo long withthe hopes of 
Jalways winning, till at. laſt in a literal ſenſe they 
have; thrown away their whole Eſtate, and. made 
ſupwrack of all. they have,” ſcarce eſcaping"to 
ſhore with their, qwa.cloaths to their backs, think- 
ng.it in the mgan while a great piece of religion 
to,be juſt inthe payment of their ſtakes, and Wil 
cheat any: Creditour ſooner; than him who truſt, 
* tolff them _1n play; And that . poting' old men, thar 
yerſfl cannot tell their, Caſt without, the hel 


| help-of Spe- 
ole tacles, ſhould be. ſweating at the fatne ſport, nay 
lefif that:ſuch Gdecrepir. blades, as by the Gout hayEfo 
k {© the, uſe of their hngers, ſhould” 160K over, andRite 
1} Nthersto throw;for them, This indeed is prodigt- 
0i-Y ouſly extravagant, but the conſequence of it e 
ta ooft.in right down Madneſs, that'it ſeerns rather 
ff to belong to the, Faries, than to Folly, et. oy 
We the next. to-be placed among the regiment 'of 
j Fools, are ſuch as make a trade of relling, or; jn- 
quiring after \incredible ſtories .of Afrracles, and 
Prodigies : never doubting that. a_lie will choak 
them, they'l muſter up a thouſand ſeveral ſtrange. - 
relations of Spirits, Ghoſts, Apparitions, Raiſing" 
of the Devil,:and ſuch like PUS bears of Superſti- 
( | ky X L 2 * 0 


fe tion, 


cy, 
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tion, which the farther the are'from being prv- 
bably true, the more greedily they are ſwallowee 
and the more deyoutly believed,” And thele/ ab- 
ſurdities do not 9vly bring anempty pleaſure, and 
cheap Yiyerriſement, but they area good trade, 
and procure a comfortable income ro ſuch Prieſts, 
and Friers, as by this craft "get their gain.” To 
theſe again ate nearly related fuch' others, as at- 
tribute ſtrange virtues to' the, Shrines, and Image, 
of Saints, and Mzrtyts, and ſo. would make: their 
/ CrEdulqus Profel:res | believe , that'"'if they' Pay 
er. Devotion to St. Chriſtopher in'the' morning, 
they ſhall be gua:ded, and ſecured the day follows 
ing from all dangers, and misfortunes; If Soul- 
diers, when they. fitſt take arts, Mall come, and 
mymble over ſuch a ſert-prayer . before the*pj- 
Cure of St. Barbara, they fralf1 rurn' ſafe from 
all Engagements ;' 07 if any, pray tolEraſmuon 
ſuch particular boly days, witti, the ceremony” &f 
ax candles,. and other fopperics, he ſhall in a 
are; time be rewarded with a plentiful increaſe of 
Wealth, 4nd riches. The Chriſtians have now 
Their Gigantick St.George, as well'as the Pagats 
had their Hercules ; they paint this Saint on horſe- 
back, and drawing the horſe in ſptendid trappitigs; 
"ry gloriouſly, accoutred, they ſcarce refrattt ii 
a literal ſenſe from worſhipping the very Beaſt. 
-:.. What ſhall 1.fay of ſuch.as crie np, and main! 
- tain the cheat of Pardons, and Indvilgences Mo, 
by theſe compute the time of each Soul's reſidence 
in Purgatory, ad aſſign them a Jonger 'or ſhor- 
ter.contifiuance, according as they purchaſe more, 
or lewer of theſe paltry Pardons, andalable Ex- 
| emprions? 
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& emptions 7 Or what-can be ſaid bad enough of fuch 
d8 orhers,as pretend;that by the farce of ſuch Magical 
.& charms, or by the fumbling; over/their beads in 
the rehearſa} of fuch» and ſuch /Petitions, ( which 
ſome Religious Tmpoſtors invented, exther for: 
Diverſion, -or,, what /is:more- tikely, for Advap- 
tage) they ſhaſl/procuce Richeszi Honour, Plea- 
ſore; Health, Long life, a/luft» oid'Age, nay after 
death,a fitting at the'right hand of aur Saviour im 
bis Kingdom ; though as to this laſtiparr of their 
happinck, they care not how long it be deferr'd, 
0p om appetite toward a taſting the 
joys of Heaven; till: they. are: furfeited, glutted 
with, and can no longer relliſh,' cheir enjoynients on 
Earih. By this ealie-way of purchaſing Pardons 
any votorions: High-way-many i'any Og 
S$ouldier, or:any Bribe-taking Judge,rſhall disburſe 
ſome/part- of their unjuſt gains 5-and fv think all 
their-groſſeſt impieties ſufhciently:atdned: for; 1a 
many'perjuries; lifts, drunkengeſs; quarrels , 
bloudfheds; cheats;- rreacheries, -andriall: forts of 
debaucheries, ſhalt aJl be, - as it, wereg ſtruck a 
bargain for, and:ſuch a contract made; as:;:if they 
had paid off all arrzaxs,; and/ might now begin upP- 
on aww; ſcore. > 0 1eflryarios | 
7 And'wharcan be:-more ridiculous; than for ſome- 
others'to be confidecr.of going to-Heayen, by. re - 
peating daily'thoſe ſeveri verſes out of the Palmer, 
whict the Dresl! tanghtSt.. Bernard, thinking 
thereby to/ have: put-a trick -upon-him;- but that 
he'was oyerreachtinhis:cunning? 5: 
- Several of theſe fooleries'; which -are-ſo- groſs, 
and abſurd, as I my ſelf am even aſhamed © to 
wry AE SES. SANS own 
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own, are practiſed, and admired;. not. only by the 
vulgar, but by ſuch proficients|in\Religion, asone 
might welt expect ſhould have morewit; , 1 
From the ſame Principles of Folly proceeds the 
cuſtom of each Countrey's challenging their. par- 
ticular Guardian-Saint, nay, each. Saint has his 
diftin& office allotted to himz:and is accordingly 
addreſsd to upon the reſpetive occalions ; As 
'one for the: Tooth-ach, another to grant an ealie 
"Delivery inchuld»birth, athird to help perions to 
loft goods, another to'protect: Sea-men ina long 
"Voyage, a fifth to guard the Farmers cows, and 
ſheep; and {o on; for ro, rehearſe all inſtances, 
'would-be extreamly tedious. | 
-- There are Tome more Catholick, Saints petitio- 
ned to upon all occaſions, as more eſpecially the 
"Virgin Mary, whoſe blind Devotees think iffman- 
ners now to place the Mother before the :$0n,”/\ 
' And of all the! Prayers, and-Interceſſions,: that 
are: made to'theſe reſpetiveSaints, the ſubſtance 
of them is:no-more than right-down Folly, Among 
'althe trophies ,; that for tokens of gratitude ate 
hung upon-the: walls, and. ceilings::of Churches, 
you ſhall find no Reliques,»preſented as a; Mfeme- 
randum of any that were ever cured: of\kolly; :0r 
- had'beenmadeone dram thewiſer.: One: Ps, 
after a Shipwrack, got ſafe / to [Shore ; another 
,recovered, when he had:beet un through: by an 


[Kill d upon the:tpot 4 as cunning]ly [perhaps,/35 

cowardl:; made his eſcape from the held ; another, 
. while he was ahanging, the;rape broke, ;.and, (0 
-he ſaved his: neck, and renewed his Licenſe. for 
pra 
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; enemy; onez-whien. /al[- his fellow:ſouldiers-were 
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prakifing his >oltt+trade- of -thieving. ' Another 
broke Jail,” and got'looſe ;; a Patient, againſt his 
Phyſitian's will, recovered of a dangerous Feaver ; 
another drank.:poyſon, which putting him into 
a violent looſnels, did his body more good, than 


hust, tothe great grief of his wife, who hoped / 
upon this.occafion to have become a joyful wi-/ 
dow :' Another had .his waggon overturned, and\ . 


yet none of his horſes lamed : ; Another had eaught 
a grievous fall, and yet recovered from the bruiſe: 
Another had been tampering with his neighbours 
wife, and eſcaped very narrowly from being 
catcht by the enraged Cuckold in the very a& 
After all theſe acknowledgments of Eſcapes from 
ſuch fingular dangers , there is none (as I have 
before intimated) that returns thanks for being 
freed from Folly ; Folly being ſo ſweet, and lu- 
ſcious, that it '1s rather ſued for, as a happineſs, 
than deprecated as a puniſhment. . But why 


ſhould I launch out into ſo wide a ſea of ſuper- 
ſtitions ? | 


Non mthi ſi lingue centum ſunt, oraque centum, 
Ferrea vox,omnes fatuornum evolvere formas, 
Omnia ſtultitie percurrere nomina poſſim. 


Briarews hands, they all would not ſuffice 


Had I as many tongues as Argweyes, 
Folly in all her ſhapes t? epitomile. 


Almoſt all Chriſtians being wretchedly enſlaved *\ 


to blindneſs, andignorance, which the Prieſts are 


ſo far from preventing, or removing, that they 
| blacken 
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blacken the darkneſs, and prothbte tlic deluſion z 
wiſely foreſeeing, that: the-people ( like' cows, lp 
which never givedown their milk fo well; as when Þ; 
they are gefitly ſtroked ) would -part with leſs, if 
they knew more, their bozxty proceeding ' only 
from a miſtake of charity. Now if any grave, wile, 
man ſhould ſtand up, and unſeaſonably ſpeak the 
truth, telling every one, That a pious Life 1s the 

only way of ſecuring a happy Death 3; that the 
beſt title to Pardon of our Sins, 1s purchaſed by 
a hearty Abhorrence of our Guilt, and fincere Te- 
ſolutions of Amendment ; that the belt devgrzon, 
which can be paid to any Saints, 1s to ';mitare iN 
them in their exemplary life: if he ſhould pro. 
coed thus to inform them of their ſeveral mi- 
ſtakes , there would be quite another eltimate I 
pat, apon- Fears, Watchings, Maſles, Faſtings, and Bi! 

. other ſeverities, which before were ſo much pri- 

azed, as mo will now be vext to looſe thar fa- 
tisfattion, they formerly found in them, 

In the ſame predicament of Fools are to be 
ranked ſuch, as while they are yer living, and in 
\ good health, take io great care how they ſhall be 
'buried when they- dye,/ that they ſolemnly ap- 
;5point how many Torches, how many Scutcheons, 
how many Gloves' to be given,, and how many 
Mourners they will have art their Funeral; as it 
they thought They themſelves in their Coffins 
could be ſenſible of what reſpe& was paid to their 
Corps, or as if they doubted' they ſhould reſt a 
whit the leis quiet in the Grave, if they were 
with leſs ſtate, and pomp interr'd. .. 15 

' Now, though I am in ſo great haſt as I would 
not 
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not willingly be ſtopt, or detained, yet I cannot 
paſs by. without beſtowing ſome remarques upon 
another ;ſort of Fools; who, though their firſt 
JYeſcent was perhaps no better than from a Tap- 
ter, ax Tinker, yet highly value themſelves up- 
jg their Birth, and Parentage. . One fetches his 
xdigree from e/£reas, another from Brute, a third 
trom King Arthur ; They hang up their Ance- 
ſours worm-eaten. pictures as Records of Anti- 
juity, and keep a long liſt of their Predeceſlors, 
ith an account of all their Offices, and Titles, 
while they themſelves are but Tranſcripts of their .. 
Fore-tathers dumb Statues, and degenerate even 
nto thoſe very Beaſts, which they carry in theic 

nat of Arms, as Enſign of their Nobllity : . And 
ret by a ſtrong preſumption of their Birth, and 


Quality, they live not only the moſt pleaſant, and 


concerned themſelves, but there are not wanting 
thers too, who cry up theſe Brutes almoſt equal 
0 the Gods, But why ſnould I dwell upan one 
or two inſtances of Folly, when there are ſo many. 
f like nature ?  Conceitedneſs, and Self-love, mak 
ng many by ſtrength of fancie believe themſelves | 
F 4 0 ar otherwile they are really wretched, |. 
and deſpicable. . Thus the molt Ape-tac'd, ugheſt.. 
kllow in the the whole town, ſhall think himſelf. , 
a migrour. of Beauty : Another ſhall be ſo proud \, 
f his parts, that if he can but mark out a Trian- 
ze with a pair of Compaſlses , he thinks he has 
maſtred all the difficulties of Geometry, and could, 
out-=doe Euclid himſelf.. A third ſhall admire, 
unſelf for a raviſhing Muſitian, though he hays. 
9 more $kill in the Ranging of. any WETUNEns ſ 
- . than 


- was at the fame'thne ſo weak; as he could ſcarce 


| [ 68 J 
thana P:g playing on the Organs: And another, 
that rattles in the throat, as hoarſe as'a Cock 
crows, ſhall be-proud' of ' his yoice,- and think-he 
/ ſings like. ans Nighringale ET Sabha 2. 

” There i$another very pleaſant ſort of Madheſs, 
whereby perſons aſſume to' themſelves, whateyer 
of accompliſhment they diſcern in others. Thus the 
happy rich Chuyrl in Seneca, who'had ſo ſhort a 
memory, as he cotld not tell the leaſt ſtory 'withe 
out a ſeryants Randing by to prompt him, and 


ak oa — 


£0 upright; yet he thought ht might adyenture 
to accept a challenge to a Duell, becauſe he kept 
at home ſome Juſty ſturdy fellows, whoſe ſtrength 
he relied upon inſtead of his own. | 
--It is almoſt needleſs to infiſt upon the. ſeveral 
Profeſſours of Arts, and Sciences, who are all 
egregiouſly conceited,, that they wonld ſooner 
give up their Title to an eſtate: m"Lands, than 
part with the Reverſion of their Wits: Among 
Theſe, more eſpecially Stage players, Muſitians, 
Oratours, and Poets, each of which; the more of 
Duncery they have, the more of Pride, and the 
- lets their Deſerts'be, the greater is their Ambi- 
tion : And how notoriouſly ſoever dull they be, 
they meet vet with their Admiters ; nay, the more 
lilly they are, the higher they. are extol'd: Folly 
(as we have before intimated? never failing of re- 
ſpe, and eſteem, If therefore'every one, the 
more ignorant he is, the greater ſatisfaction he is 
to-himielf, and the more commended by oth; 
to what: purpoſe- is it to ſweat, and toil inthe 
purſyit'of true Learning, which ſhall coſt ſo many 
> gripes, 
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gripes, and pangs ofthe Brain to acquire ; and 
when obtained, ſhall only make the laborious Stu- 
dent more uneaſie to himlelf, and lefs acceptable 
to others ? ; 

As Nature in her diſpenſations of Conceited- 
neſs has deal: with private perſons, ſo has ſhe given 
a particular ſmatch of Seif-love to each Country, 
and Nation, Upon this account it is, that rhe 
Engliſh challenge the prerogative of having the 
moſt handſom Women, of the being moſt accom- 
pliſhed in the skill of Muſick, and of keeping the 
belt Tables: The Scorch brag of their Gentility, 
and pretend the Genius of their [native Soil in- 
clines them to be good Diſputants : The French 
think themſelves remarkable for Complaiſance, 
and good Breeding: The Sorboaniſts of Paris pre- 
tend before any others to have made the greateſt 
proficiency in ;Polemick Divinity : The {talians 
value Themſelves for Learning, and Eloquence, 
and Iike the Grecians of 01d, account all the wprid 
Barbarians .in reſpett of themſelves ; to which 
pieceof vanity the inhabitants of Rome are.more 
eſpecially addiQed, pretending themſelves to be 
owners of all thoſe Hecoick virtues , which. their 
City ſo many ages fince was deſervedly famous for. 


The Yenetians ſtand upon their Birth, and Pedi- 


gree. The Grecians pride themſelves in having 
been the firſt inventers of moſt Arts, and in their 
Country being famed for the produdt of fo many 
eminent Philoſophers. - The Tiarks, and all- the 
other Refuſe of XMabomertiſme, Pretend they pro- 
fels the only true Religion, and laugh at all Chri- 
ſtians for ſuperſtitious, narrow-ſoul'd fools. The 

"2. Tews, 
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7ews to this day expett their Meſſias, as devoutly, 


| 


as they hehieve in their firſt Prophet Moſes. Theſſſ. 


Spaniards challenge the repute of being accounted 
good Souldiers : and the Germans are noted fo 


their tall, proper ſtature, and for their $kill in 


Magick. But not to mention any more , I ſux 
: poſe you are already convinced, how great an im 
provement, and addition to the happineſs of hy- 
mane Life is occaſioned by Self-Jove : Next ſtep 
to which is Flattery ; for as Self-love is, nothing 
but the coqueſing up of oxr ſelves, ſo the fame 
currying and humovring of others, is termed Flat 
tery, | 
* Flattery, it is true, is now looked upon as a 
/: ſcandalous name, but it is by ſuch only, as mind 
_ . words more than things, They are prejudiced 
againſt ir upon this account, becauſe they fup- 
poſe it juſtles out all Truth, and Sincerity : where 
as indeed its property is quite contrary, as a[ 
pears from the examples of ſeveral brute crea 
tures: What is more fawning than a Spam 


and yet what is more faithful to his Maſter ? what 


is more fond, and loving than a tame Squirrel, anc 
yet what. is more ſporting, and inoffenſive ? Thi 
little frifquing creature is kept up in a cage to 
play withall, while Lions, Tigers, Leopards, anc 
{luch other ſavage Emblems of rapine, and cruelty 
are ſhewn only for ſtate, and rarity, and other 
wiſe yield no pleaſure to their reſpettive keepers 
= There is indeed a pernicious deſtructive fort ol 


/ Flattery, wherewith Rookers, and Sharkes, work 


"their ſeveral ends upon ſuch as they can make 
prey of, by decoying them into traps, and _—_ 
Birch "© 8 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
1 
Y 
| 
1 


REDS $25 


ly, beyond recoyery : But that which is the effect of 
ſheff Folly, is of a much different nature ;, It proceeds 
ted} from a ſoftneſs of ſpirit, and a flexibleneſs of gobd 


forſſ} humour, and comes far nearer to virtue, than 
inf] that other extream of Friendſhip, namely a ſtiff, 
up ſowr, dogged moroſeneſs : It refreſhes our minds 
im when tired, enlivens them when melancholly, re- 
hu inforces them when languiſhing, invigorates them 
tepfl when heavy, recovers them when fick, and pact- 
ing fies them when rebellious : It' puts us in a method 
me] how to procure Friends, and how to keep them; 
at} It entices children to ſwallow the bitter rudiments 

| of Learning; It gives a new ferment to the al- 
$ if moſt ſtagnated ſouls of old men; ' It both re- 
ind] proves, and inſtructs Princes without offence, 
cedf8 under the maſque of commendation : In ſhort, it 
up makes every man fond, and indulgent of himſelf, 
re-fl Which is indeed no ſwall part of each mans hap- 
ap Pineſs, and at the ſame time renders him obliging, 


ea and complaiſant in all company, where it is plea--: 


W 


ie fant to ſee how the Aſſes rub, tid Teratch"onean- 
har other. This again 1s a great accompliſhment to 
nd} 2n Oratour, a greater to a Phyſitian, and the only 
his [one to a Poet : In fine, it is the beſt ſweetner to 
-toff] All afflitions, and gives a.true relliſh-to the other- 
nd} Wiſe inſfipid enjoyments of our whole life. Ay but 
ty (ſay you )to Flarter, is to Deceive ; and to Deceive, 
er4 15 very harſh, and hurtful: No, rather juſt contra- 
rf Ys nothing is more welcome, and bewitching, 
Than the being deceived. They are much to be 
blamed for an undiſtinguiſhing' head, that make a 
judgment of things according to what they are.in 
themſelves, when their whole nature conſiſts 


barely _ 
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barely in the opinions that are had of them. For 
- all ſublunary matters are inveloped in ſuch a 
cloud of obſcurity , that the ſhort-ſightedneſs of 
Humane underſtanding cannot prie tl and 
wrive to any comprehenſive knowledge of them: 
Hence the Sect of Academick, Philoſophers have 
modeſtly reſblyed, that All things being no more 
than Probable, Nothing can be known as Certasn; 
or if there covld, yet would it but interrupt, and 
abate from the pleaſure of a more happy 1gnorance, 
Finally, our ſou's are ſo faſhioned and moulded, 
that they are ſooner captivated by Appearance, 
than by Real Truths; of which, if any one would BG 
demand an example, he may find a very famillar far 
one in Churches, where, if what is delivered from vi 
the Pulpit be a grave, ſolid, rational diſcourſe, 
all the congregation grow weary, and fall aſleep, 
{ till their patience be releaſed ; whereas if the 
/ Preacher (pardon the impropriety of the word, 
the Prater I would have ſaid) be zealous in his Wn 
thumps of the cuſhion, and antick geſtures, and 
' ſpend his Glaſs in the telling of pleaſant ſtories, ſt 
his Beloved ſhall then ſtand up, tuck their hair be-ſ: 
hind their ears, and be very devoutly attentive. Wi 
So among the Sarnts, Thoſe are moſt reſorted to, Þn 
who are moſt Romantick, and fabulous : As for i 
inſtance, a Poetick St. George, a St. Chri#topher, Þ 
or a <t. Barbara, ſhall be oftner pray'd to, than St. WÞf 
Peter, St. Paul, nay perhaps than Chriſ# himſelf: 
But This, it is poſſible, may more properly be re- 
ferr'd to another place. | 
... Inthe meanwhile obſerve, what a cheap pur-Þ 
; chaſe of happineſs is made by the ſtrength Me f 
C For 
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uch a ftsnking diſh of Fiſh, as another + 
mult hold his noſe at a yards diſtance from; yet 
ifhe feed heartily, and relliſh them palatably, they 
xeto him as good, as if they were freſh caught : 
whereas on the other hand, if any one be invited 
ynever ſo dainty a Joul of S:awygeor, If-It go a- 
winit his ſtomach rocat any, he may ſit a hungry, 
and bite his nals with greater apjttite, than his 
ftuals. - If woman be never ſo ugly, and nau« 
ſons, yet if her husband'can'but.zh4nk her hand-' 
"me, It js all one to” him, as if ſhereally were fo : 
Fany man Have never ſo'ordinary- and ſmnfty a 
aug br, yet if' he admires \ of ccellency of it, 
nd can ſuppoſe it to have been dtawn by ſome 
nd Feld Apelles, or modern Yandike; he is as prout'of” 
&, Mt, as if it had really been done' by one of their” 


be-Fhands: I knew a'friend of mine, that rreſeticed” 
ve. ſis Bride Wick etal falſe, and counter Stones, 
to, raking her believe, that they were right Jewels," 
for Fd \& Him ſo, many hundred'thauſand' crowns :_ 
er, (ſoder this miſtake'the poor woniatt'was as choice” 
f Pebbles, and; painted glaſs, a$'it they hall been". 


: (many natural Rubies, and' Diamonds, while the: 
ubtle hnisband'fav'd”a' great deal it his poeket, 
nd yet made; his wife as well pleaſed: as if he had” 
ten at ten hundred times the” coſt; ' Whar diffe-" 
vey. Fence" is there between Them, that in thedarkeft 
For Bingeon can with' a Plaromeck brain ſurvey o 
whole 


vey 


whole world ; in Idea, and Him that ſtands in 
open air, and takes a leſs deluding pro tn of 
iverſc ? If the Beggarin Lucian, 

te-was a Prince; ps never wak'd, bis imag 
Kingdom had been, as great, as a.rea/ wit, 
tween himtherefore that rruly is Happy, and him 
that chinks himſelf. ſo, there is no perceivable di- 
ſtin{fion ; or if. any, the Fool has the better of ip: 
Firſt, becauſe his happineſs colts him leſs, ſtanding 
himonly in the price of a ſogle thought ; and then, 
ſecondly , becauſe he has more tellow-compa. 
nions, and partakers of his good fortune : for no 
enjoyment 1s _comforfable, where. the benefit is 
not. imparted to others ; nor is any one ſtation of 
life deſireable, . where we can have no converſe 
with perſons -of. the ſame condition with our 
ſelves: and yet. This is the hard fate of Wiſe men, 
who-are grownſo ſcarce, that like: Phenixes,: they 
appear but one in an Age. The Grecians,' it is true, 
nc oak up ſeven within the narrow precincts of 
their own country.z yet I believe, were. they to 
caſt up their accounts anew,.they. would, not. find 
a half, nay nota third part of one. ina far larger 
extent. 

_ "Farther, when; among, the ſeveral good pro- 
Perties of Bacchus, This is look'd ;upon as. the bt 
chief, namely, that. he drowns, the..cares,. and} 1 
anxieties of the mind, though it be, in leed but Y {i 
for a ſhort while ; for after a; {mall knap, when 1 
our brains are: alittle ſettled, they all return toff 61 
their former- corrodings : How. much. greater, is} 0 
the more durable advantage which1 hy whileſſ } 


by one uninterrupted fitt a being. drazk, in_cox- 
| cer, 


the 
"oy 
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he Nce'r, 1. perpetually cajole the mind with riots; 
be | revells, 'and all the excels, and energy of Joy. FR 
«| Add to this, _=_ I am ſo A, and 

bountiful, as to let no one part perſon paſs - 
without ſome token of my favour : whereas _ 
Deities beſtow their gifts ſparingly to their Ele 
only. Bacchus has not thought bt, that every 
Soil ſhould bear the ſame Juice-yielding prape = 
Venus has not given to all a like portion of beau+ 
ty: Mercury endows but few with the knack of 
an accompliſhed Eloquence : Hercules giyes not to 
al the ſame meaſure of Wealth, and Riches : 7u- 
titer has ordained but a few to be born to a King- 
dom : 24ars in battel gives the compleat vi | 
but to one party, nay he often makes them both 
boſers: Apollo does not anſwer the expeCtation- 
of all that conſult his Oracles: 7ove oft thunders: 
Phebus ſometimes ſhoots: the plague, or ſome 0+ 
ther infection, at the point of his Darts: and. 
Neptune ſwallows down more, than he bears up : 
Not to mention their Ye=Tupiters, their Pluto's, 
their Are Goddeſs of Loſs, their evil Genins's; and; 
ſuch. other Monſters of Divinity, as had more 
of the Hangman than the God in them, and-were- 
worſhipped only to dePrecate that hurt, which - 
ved to be inflicted by them: I ſay, not to mention 
Theſe, Lam that high, and mighty Goddeſs, whoſe 
liberality is of as large an extent, as her ommporence: 
[give to all that ask; I never appear ſullen, nor 
out of hymour, nor ever demand any atonement, 
or ſatisfaction for the. omiſſion of any ceremonious 
puntitio in my Worſhip: I do not , Or rage, 
* Moctals, in their da Fi to the other Gods, 
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C 76.3 
me by unregarded, withont'the acknowledeall. 
_ _—_ or application : "Whereas 
alt the other -Gods are {6 ſcrupulous, aid exaQ, 
- that it offen proves leſs dangerous manfully to 
iſe- them; than ſheakingly to attempt the 
dificulty of pleaſing them. Thus ſome men are 
- of that captious, froward humour , that a-man 
/ hadbetter be-wholly rangers to them, than ne- 
yer ſo intimate friends. 

Well, but there are none (fay you) build any 
Altars, or dedicate-any Temple to Folly, 1 
(as I have before intimated) that the world ſhould 
be ſo wretchedly -nngratetul, But I am ſo good- 


natur'd, as to pas by, and pardon this ſeeming 
affront, though indeed the charge thereof, as un- 


neceſſary, may- well be ſaved, For to what pur- 
poſe ſhould I demand the ſacrifice of Frankincenſe, 


Cakes, Goats, and Swine, ſince all perſons every 
where pay me that more acceptable ſervice, which 
all Divines agree to be more effeftuall, and meri- 
torious, namely, an imitation of my communica- 
ble Attributes ? 1 do not therefore any way enyy 
Diana, for having her Altars bedewed with hu- 
mane bloud: I think my ſelf then, moſt religiouſly 
adored, when my reſpective: Devorees (as is their 
uſual cuitom) conform themſelves to my prattice, 
tranſcribe my pattern, and io liye the copy of Me 
their Original. And truly this pious Devotion 
is not ſo much in-uſe among Chriſtians ,; asis much 
to be wiſhed it were: For how many zealous Yo- 
taries are there, that pay ſo profound a reſpett to 
tlie Virgin Mary, as to place /;yhted Tapers even 
at Noov-day upon her Altars ? And yet how _w 
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I of them copy after her ' untouch'd chaſtity; her 
| , and her other commendable virtues, in 
the' imitation whereof confiſts the trueſt eſteem 
of Divine worſhip? Farther, why ſhould 1 deſire a 
Temple, | ſince the whole world is but. one ample 
continned ©Owire, entirely dedicated to my ule, 
ith and ſeryice? Nor do 1 want Worſhippers at any 

place, where the Earth wants not Inhabitants. 
And as to the manner of my Worſhip, 1 am net 
ny | Jet fo. irrecoverably fooliſh, as to be- prayed t0 
Tf by proxy, and to have iny honour intermediately 
"© ' beſtowed upon fenflels images , and piltures, 


- which quite ſubvert the true end of Religion; 
"8 while the on Supplicants ſeldome diſtinguiſh 
SF betwixt the 1PM themſelves, and the objetts they 


* repreſent. The tame reſpett in the -mean while is 
c paid to me in a more legitimate manner; ior:to Me 
© F thereare as many Statues eretted,as there are mo- 
TJ ving Fabricks of Mortality ; every perſon, eyen 
: || againſthisown will, carrying the image: of Meg, 
| +. the ſignal of Folly inſtamped on his counte- 
"& nance, TI have nat therefore the leaſt tempting 
) F inducement to envy the more ſeeming ſtate, and 
3 ſplendour of the other Gods, who/are workkip- 
ped at fett rimes, and places: as Phabw at Rhoges, 
Venus 1n her Cyprian Ile, 7unowm the City Argos, - 
>| Aineroa at Appens, Zupiter on the hill Olympas, | 
I 
| 


Neptune at Tarentum, and Priapms in the town 
Lampſacum ;, while, my gre eng iwg as far/ 


"| as my Jfluexce, the whole World is my Ong Hiter, 
. | wherebn the moſt valuable Incenſe, and Sacrifice 
Is y offered up. Wu 


Burt left I ſhould ſeem ns with mn 
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[99] 
of confidence than truth , let us take a nearerſh | 
view of the mode of mens Lives, whereby it will } 
be rendred more apparently evident, what Lar-J | 

|; 
| 


gelles I every where beſtow, and how much I am 
reſpeted, and eſteem'd of perſons, from the high- 
eſt to the baſeſt quality. For the proof whereof, 
It being too tedious to inſiſt ypon each particu- 
lar, I-ſhall only mention ſuch in general, as are 
moſt worthy the remarque, from which by ana- 
logy we may eaſily judge of the remainder. And 
indeed to what purpoſe would it be fingly to t6 
"count the commonalty, and rabble of mankind, 
- Who beyond all queſtion are entirely on my fide? 
And for a'token of their vaſſalagg@p wear my li- 
very in ſo many older ſhapes, ore newly in- 
vented modes of Folly , that the lungs of a'thou- 
and Democritas's would never hold out to ſuch a 
; Þughter, as this ſubje&t would excite; and to 
- Cheſe thouſand muſt be ſuperadded' one more, to 
ugh at them as much as They do at the 0- 
T - j} wv#s 


* It is indeed almoſt incredible to relate, what 
mirth, what fport, what diverſion, the groveling 
inhabitants here 'on Eatth give to the above- 
ſeated Gods in Heaven : For theſe exalted Dei- 
ries ſpend their faſting ſober -hours in liſtning to 
- thoſe Petitions that are offered ip, and in fuc- 
couring ſuch as they are appealed-to for redreſs ; 
but when, they are a little entred at a 'glaſs of 
Nettar; they then theow off all ſerious concerns, 
and go; and place themſelves on the afcent'of 
ſome Promontory in Heaven, and from thefice 
furvey the little mole-hill of Earth. And truſt 
TP: | 5 EY EY i me, 
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me, there cannot be a more delightiome prof 
than to view ſuch a Theatre ſo ſtufft,: 
crafam'd with ſwarms of Fools. One falls de- 
iperately in Zove, and the more he is (lighted, 
the more does his Spaniel-like paſſion increaſe; 
Another is wedded to Wealth, rather than to a 
Wife: A third pimps for his own Spouſe, and is 
content to be -a Cuckokd, ſo he may wear his 
horns guilt ; A foyrth is haunted with a jeg/ouſie 
of his viſiting Neighbous : Another ſobs, and 
roars, and plays the child 'for | the death of a 
Friend, or Relation; and: leaſt his own tears 
ſhould not riſe high enough to expreſs the torrent 
of his grief, he hires other mourners toaccom- 
pany the Corps to the grave, and ling its Requi- 
em 10 ſighs, and lamentations : Another hypocri- 
tically weeps at the funeral of. one , whole death. 
at heart he rejoyces for: Here a gluttonous Cor- 
morant, whatever he can ſcrape .up,. thruſts all 
into- his guts, to pacifie the cryings of a hungry 
ſtomach: There a /azy wretch its -yawning, and 
ſtretching, and thinks nothing ſo delirableas ſleep; 
® wine - _ ay! extreamly ey ger rem 
other mens S, Ott] neglettful OL LN 
own: Some think gong pr yas *p od 
credit is great, though they can never pay they 
break, _ compound for their debts. One is 
covetous, that he lives Poor to dye Rich. Qune for | 
a little uncertain gain will venture croſs the /. 
roughelt Seas, and expoſe his l:fe for ha, phone {] 
of a /ivelyhood : Another will depend on 
ders of War, rather than on the honeſt of 
Prace. Some will cloſe with, and humour fuch 

| | þ ; warm 


[8 ] : 
warm old Blades as have a good Eſtate, and no 
children of their own to beſtow it vpon: ' Others 
practiſe the ſame art of wheedling pon good” old 
/ women, that have hoarded, and cotier'd up more 
/ bags, than they know how to diſpoſe of ; both of 
thefe fly Flatterers make fine ſport for the Gods, 
when they are beat at their own weapons, and (as 
oft tiappens)are gull'd by thoſe very perſons they 
intended to make a- prey of. ' There is another 
fort of baſe Scoundrels in Gentility, ſuch ſcraping 
merchants, who although for the better vent of 
their commodities they lye, ſwear, cheat, and 
practiſe all the intrigues of diſhoneſty ; yet 
think-themſelves no way inferiour to perſonsof 
the higheſt quality, only becauſe they have raked 
together a plentiful Eſtate; and there are not 
wanting ſuch inſinuating hangers on, as ſhall carels, 
and compliment them with the greateſt reſpedt, 
m1 hopes to go ſnacks in ſome of their diſhoneſt 
Gains. * There are others ſo infeted with'the 
Phijoſophical Paradox of banifhing Propriety, and 
having all things in yommor, that they make no 
conſcience of ng on, and-pnrloyning what- 
ever they can'get, and converting ir to their 
_ vfe, and poſſeſſion. There are ſome, who are 
h'only'in 'wifhes; and yet, while they barely 
dream of yaſt mountains of wealth, they are as 
Knipith as if their jmaginary faxcies commenc'd 
real truths, Some put on the beſt ſide outermoſt, 
// andftarvethemſclves at home, to appear gay, and 
| ee abroad. ' One, with-an open-handed free- 
dome, ſpends all he lays his fingers on ; another, 
Owith'a Lorick-fited pripingneſs, Tatches at, "_ 
x7 eraſps 
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graſps alt he can come within the: reach of, 


ſome Shrine of- a Saint elſewhere, tho 


 ced, ſoon a 
\ vaniſhing: And it can ſcarce be. thought how: 
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apes it about in the Freers, to court 


another conſults his ne= 
mere of a Chimney-corner. ; Many others ate 
tuggging bard at Zaw for atrifle, and drive on, an 
endleſs Sutte,,Only to enrich a deferring Judggy 
ora knaviſh Advocate. One is for new-modelling 
a ſettled Government; another 1s for ſome nota= 
ble Heroical attempt; and a third by all means 
muſt travail a P:/gr5m to Rome , | Zeruſalem, or 
.he have 
no other buſineſs than the paying oof a formal. im- 
pertinent Viſit, leaying his wife, and children; to 
faſt, while he himſelf forſooth is. gone to. pray- 
In ſhort if (as Lucian fancies Menppus to haye 
done heretofore.) any man conld now again. look + 
down from the Orb of the 400n, he would ſee 
thick ſwarms, as it were, of Flies, and Gnats, thas 
were quarrelling with each other, juitling, fight« 

ing, fluttring, Skipping, playing, juſt new produ+ V 
frer decaying, and then immediately 


popularity 
eaſe, and flicks to the confines 


many tumults, and tragedies, ſo inconfiderate a 
creature as Man does give occalion to, and that 
in ſoſhort a ſpace, as the ſmall:Span of Life 3 ſub 
jet to ſo many caſualties, that the Sword, Pe- 
ſtilence, and other Epidemick accidents, . ſball 
my times ſweep away whole thouſands 'at a+ 
bruſh. | | 01. 

' But hold, I ſhould but expoſe my ſelf too far, 
and incur the guilt of being roundly 4aught at, 
I proceed to enumerate the ſeveral kinds of the 
folly of the vulgar : I hall confine. AAS + 
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following diſcourſe only tb ſuch as challenge the 
repute of Wiſdom ,- and ſeemingly paſs for men of 
the ſoundeſt intelleftuals. whom the 
Grammarians hrs themſelves in the front; a 
fort of men, who would be the moſt miſgable, the 
oſt laviſh, and the moſt hateful of all perſons, if 
I did not fome way alleviate the ures, and it 
miſcries of their Profeſſion, by bleſling them with 
a bewitching ſort of Madrieſs: For they are not 
only liable to thoſe frve Curſes ; which they ſo oft” i 
recite from the firſt five verſes 6f Homer, but to 
five hundred more of a worſe rfature : As always 
danin'd to thirſt, and hunger, to be choak'd with 

// duſt in their unſweep't Schools, ( Schools thall I 
'\ term them, or rather 'Elaboratories, nay Bride- Wi 
wels, and houſes of CorreCtion) to wear out them- 
felves in fret, and drudgery ; to be deafned with ihe 
the noiſe of gaping Boys, and in ſhort, to be ſtifled Ie 
with heat, and ſtench: And yet they chearfully 
diſpenſe with all theſe inconveniences, and by the þ 
help of a fond conceit, think themſelves as happy 
as any then living ; taking a great pride, and de- 
light in frowning, and looking big upon the 
trembling Urchins, in boxing, claſhing, ſtriking 
with the ferala, and in the exerciſe of all their 
other methods of tyragny , while thus lording it 
Over a parcel of young, weak chitts, they imitate 
 Cuman Aſs, and tink themſelves as ſtately as 
a Lion, that domineers over all the inferivur, 
herd : Elevated with this conceit, «they can hold 
filth, and naſtineſs, to be an ornament ; can re- 
- concile their noſe to the moſt intolerable ſmells ; 
and finally, think their wretehed ſlavery the moſt 
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knew an-old Spbilte? ; that was'a rar 
4 ian, a Philoſopherz aMy- 


Latiniſt,. 
ſitian, 2nd all to the urmolt perfection, who 
Theta eter? cheer ade radgiag ati 
t em a 09 coN- 
r: the /Criticiſms of Grammar, Fe anaders 1 
chief part-of' his prayers, that his life/n 
be'fo long ſpared; till he had: learnt how: 
todiſti betwixt the Eight. parts of Speech 
which no Grammarian, whether:Greek, or 'Latir 
had yet accuratelyidone. If any>chance -to baye 
that as aiComunttzon, which (ought 2q:have 
uſedi9s-an-4dverb, it is a: daientenion 
toraile a war;; for the doing; juſtice tothe'injurc 
'word. ſince there have: been: as many: 
verab; Graminters,} as! particular Gramaaric: 
(nay more;: for| Aldw alone: wrot five; diftind 
Grammers:for his own-. ſhare!)-the Schoolmaſtet 
muſt be obliged' to conſult-them all, ſparing & 

_ bo. time, nor; trouble; though never 10+ great} | 
leaſt he ſhovidi be otherwite: poſed in any: unobY | 
ſerved Criticiſin,; and-ſo by: an: ireperabics wy 
| Ks looſe the reward-of all his! toil: --1t is 4s 

erent tome, whither you talk this Folly,” or Mad 
neſs, ſince yo y9u miſt needs confeſs, tas itn 
my influence ool-tyrants, ft ne 
ver ſo deſpicable a — are {Þ. happy i 
{heir own thoughts, that- they would not-changy TD 
Yy IF with the moſt: wWuſtrious Sophy *« 
er Si) 


c Peres however ſomewhat ks behotde 


: claim a'Licenſexo wProverd z white, Ins 
tent of their profeſſion is only: to iwooth up and 
ticklethe ears of fools, and that by. meer toys, 
and-fabulous ſhamms, with which ( wever Tidi- 
culous) they are-ſo bolſtred up in an aiery imagi- 
o-g nation, 'as to promiſe es an Cver 
name, and —_ their wv ſh at the. _ 
oUry time to celebrate the never dying memory 0 
jj others. To theſe: rapturous wits Self-love, and 
Flattery are never-failing Attendants, nor do any 
Fol more zealous, or conſtant Devotees to 
f Foly. : 

\ 'Fhe Aherericiow likewiſe, though 
bitious: of being rank'd among the 
yet are apparently of my Faction, '-as appears;a- 

mong other arguments by this'more lally 3 
-> that O_—_ their ſeveral DEI of complea- 
Oratory , they all 
ft pes upon the. knackiof Jeſting; which is one Fecies 
'of Folly; as is evident from the: books' of Ora- 
tory wrot to Herennixs, put among Cicero's works, 
VF but done by ſome pther unknown Author ; and in 
Quimilian that great Maſter. of Eloquence, there 
is one karge Chapter ſpent in: Layman ' the me- 
thods of raiſing; Lag brer ; In y..may 
'F well-attribute a _arp x efficacy oma o Folly, Apa on 
Ky any. argument bo alto os 
''' feogh over: what ; they could neyer bh Gully con Cons 


08 --Ofthe ſame gang are thoſe ſcribl 
. => amen Ak 


axe 2m- 
phers, 
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5 yetiare EI Pects 
ul paper: in boring ie with meer 
For asi40 thoke gras 
0: the / \Preſe, 'that write — 
boobed; reach. of. an Reader; 
durſt ſubmit their [Jabours. to the review mm the 
molt ſevere Critick, Theſe iare not ſo liable to 
be/enviedt for their' hononr, as to! be pitted: for 
their fweat, and flavery; they-:make additions, 
alterations, blot-out; write anew, | amend, . inter- 
Lne,-turn it vphde down; and: yet-can never pleaſe 
their fickle judgment, but that they ſhall diſlike 
the next hour what they penn'd the former 57 and 
all this to purchaſethe aiery commendations of a 
tew underitanding Readers, ts which at moſt is" but 
a poor reward for all their :faſtings,. watchings, 
covfinements, and. brain-breaking tortures of In- 
vention: add 207. this the' impairing} of their 
health, the weakning of theip ;confiturion,' their 
contratting ſore; eyes, or pepbaps.turmng'ftark 
blind ; theirpoverty, their envy, their debarment 
from all pleafures.y' their haſtoing on old/ age; 
ther untimely death, and what other inconyent> 
ences of a- or worſe nature can; be thought 
pon: Andyet the; recompence-for' all this ſevere 
/ penanceis at'beſt nn more, - than''a\ mouthfulpr 
/ two of frothy !Praiſe;;. Thele, as. they are riiore 
hborious, ſo-are they. leis ; thaw thoſe 0» 
they Hackney-ſcribters.;; which 1 firſt mentioped, 
who never ſtand mych to conſider , but write what 
comes next ata venture; knowing, that the more 
kyTheir et ares the more (hey ans 5 
V8 
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[#.) 
booght-up<by the greater-i nnmber; of Readerg 
who are Fools. and: Blockheads: -And--if they 
hap tobe cofidemtr'd by ſome: few judicious per. 
fons,- it is an caſic matter by! clamour :to:drown 
their cenſure; and to ſilence them/by urging the 
more-numerous commendations of others- /Fhe 
reyet the wiſeſt, who tranſcribe whole diſcourſes _ 
irom-others, and then reprint them as their own; 
by doing ſo they'make a cheap, and eaſe ieifure 
to themſelyes of that reputation , "which coſt » the 
irſt Author ſo much time, and trouble to procure: 
Ifthey are at any time prick'd'a little in- conſet- 
ence, for fear-of diſcovery, they feed themſelves 
however-' with this hope, that if they be at/laſt 
found Plagraries,'yerat laſt for fome time they 
ſhalt have the :credit of paſſing for! the' genuine 
Authors. It is /pleafant to ſee how all theſe ſe- ” 
reral Writers are: pufid up with the:leaſt blaſt of 
applauſe, efpecially if they come'to: the honour 
of being pointed at;as they walk along'the ſtreets, 
when their ſeveralPzeves are} aid'open upon eve- 
ry 'Book felter's/Stall; when their Names are: em- 
boſs'd ina. different character ypon the Title-page, 
ometime: only with-the:two : firſt! Letters, | and 
omerime with fiftitious cramp terms, which few 
ſhall underſtand: the meaning of 3 and 'of thoſe 
thar do, All ſhall: not agree in their ;verdidt of the 
performance ; fome-cenforibg,:' others approv- 
ng it,cmens:judgments being as different astheir 
palates, 'That-beidz toothſome toi one, which is 
dnſavoury, and navſeons'toiangther ; though It 
isaſheaking picce (of ' cowardice' for Authors to-. 
put feopned names to their works; ! as if ” = | 
þ 442 4 ; ar 
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ad: of their Brain:they were afraid to own them, 
& one-ſtiles tumſelf Telemachaugi another Stor 
lima, a third Polycrates, another ' Thrafymach; 
and ſoon: 'by: 'thie ſame-/liberty' we may ranfack 
the whole Alphabet, and jumble together :any 
Letters that>come: next tohand./ It; is farther 
very "pleaſant; when. theſe -Coxcombs emplo 
their pens 4n:/writing congratulatory | Epi 

' Poems, and Panegyricks-upon each other, where. 

' -n'one ſhall be, complemented: with the; Titk | 
of:: Akcew >| another ſhall : be:;:charaCter'd for” 
the iincomparable.Calimachxs; This, ſhall be com: 
mended for a compleater - Oratovr: than Tak * 
himfelf; .a fourth ſhall be told by his fellow-fool, 
that the Divine .Plato: comes: ſhort of him for aff © 
| Sometime aga 
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-- — — Nay, even: the. ;Learved,! and more Judic 
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that have wit enough to laugh af the dthers Fol. 
dy;:are yery ' mich beholden:;:t6; thy. : warn 
miiich rm mages r ypougen Have (drowned ther 

ny L6 they muſt. be: ready,'\ypon/'all.qocaf- 
-Q0$ t9.Co nfeſs.n. Among theſe Luppoſe the Low 
yers, will ſhuffle in for precedence, and they.zofall 
_ yr hc] greateſt conceit of their :ownadili- 


onfidently, 
Ge inten hey egrn muy 


bes ;They't-cite/'you: pe 
dred ſeveral. Prefpdents, though” not' one = 
come near to:.the:caſe in hand-; They] muſter) wp 
4he authority.:of: Judgments, Deeds; Gloſſer;) and 
Reports, and tumble over fo infny mully Recerdfs, 
that they make their employ,-though init: ſa 
up caſic, the greateſt, ſavery imaginable g.. always 
nd Ra; CEE beſt Plea; which: tliey thape 
= WE moſt ipaos: 3040358 16170197 6 919 
Jes oth pn ube great reſemblance toCheay 
0 may be added Lig itians, . and Sophiſters; feilbws 
rfl that taik as — rote as/a-Partot.z-;who Hall 
ef} 128. down a whole!Golliping:of: Old-women, 
+} ſilence the very naile; ofa Belfryi with-londer: | 
wy nora pran inthe _ en) chr a 

, app utouſnels were:thtuw ot 
, ilar of fome-excuſeg but: ae aro 
Fr een time'Jo: fherce, and.-quarreMomes, tfian 
they'l A MOB Hoa for _ 'trifte; afidcbe 


rai ate; ages nd. DO. 
_ C ſpl cnt 

ol 4ruth- they are: biati * far.” U| | 
makes: theſe; nimble wry Fog uo 


ropes pls arnned! babe or rs 
"link*d 6y /-they*ſhall enter the bits _ 


—S7 SF — — ? &S. 


beinginrt the: fog that All ake was raed... 
world - Taal 'never "convince theny'to. F024 dans 
trary.' 7 TOL-G1 STII N 
+7/Miext;to Theſs come the: Philoſophers in their 
"TangiBeards; and 'Cloaks, -who iefteetn them. ||| 
_ feivesthe only favourites of 'Wiſdoing/'and1c 
aup6a the reſtof Mankind as the dir; and r4 
of the'Creation 1 yer Theſe mens: 
a frantick Fof Brain.;/zhey dil: bg 
inthe Air, Sine works in'a VACKIOW: 
They*lgive vodto.atiurebrenttiveke rigs 1. 
of the:Sun;; Moon;''and papel pa eaſily 'as 
weld do that of 2: 0,073 Pipkin: They þ 
give a punctual account of theſe: Thunder + 
the. Origin of nds 3: of the nature bf [Eollpſes 
andiof al{-the beer abſtruſekb gifficulries ic Phy. 
jets without the leaſt demur; ©c hxfitation,' asf 
_ had beer admitted into:2htoCabinet .Coun- 
: cf Names or had Boen'Eys witoelles to all: the 
accurate. methuds: of, Creation: -:Thongh, alafy, 
Nanire 'does'bur- laugh - at-atl''cheit- puny copje- 
;\ for Long never yet made-oneconfiderable 
mo 43s: appears, in -that0thepiars:abani- 
> mobſly zprecd innoGne poltibe che-ſmatieſt mo- 
F mens ;\ nothingifophain, -orevidengy. but what 
ed; and' wontmradifted; 
© they areignorint'of the artificialicoltex- 
of the leaſt- Inſet, they vaunt however;/(atid 


= that they know all things; when jindvet! 
ithey are unable to Cole then 
2:13 ie e100 eir 


not. their e naps My 

T __ En CEC bar 
mo ow: groveling 

gar; when - they being Cr gh: Tri 


avgts/ Circles, pw, -9ther Mathematical. a 

drawn: up in Battalia-Jike fo many - 

Charms of Gonjuration in Malter's Fa ekters 

to-refer to the explication of the (&veral. ;Pror, 

blems z{hereby rai bu Gel as 3 Were pepaly as 
Joyng them ».ANC {#02 


hayeahe Sport wonder uſe 
(0 y tors 1860 3 beca ys 
havegtot-wit enough to: nndesſangrhs | jagele. 
Theft; fome undertake” to profeſs _— ES 2b 
dicidl Iftrologers, pretending to. k pon 
dence with the Stars, nn om fors 
tion can teſolve any Quesy'p; And.HÞ athens L 
but a Preſumptuous Impoſtare;, yt ſome: to 
ſure will be {0 mat rp 25-fO beheye th Emer, ot; 
ok Dz5vines preſent themſelves; next ;;but it. 
ay perhaps be maſt; ſafe xo pals | 
notes «Ito touch upon {0 hart 
ſubje&: would afford. : Beſ BEE 
nay! be very hazardous ; for. t 
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ſently braid ine foran' 'Hertfiks and thunder'0i 
aih' xcommunication which is cheir Spiritual wa 
Y wound Luch: 48Þfc* a hand'”againft .ch 
istrue; 'nomen 'own a'Jeſs: dependance on tm ne 
yet have theyireaſon'to-corfels: theriſetres.indeb |! 
ted for nb fnall/ obligations. -* Fot'it''is byr'ons ; 
of thy Properties, Seif-love, that they fancy them. - 
ſelves, with -their elder Brother Paul; caught up 
Into the thir@ Heaven, from whence tiks S 
herds indeed they look / dowfr upon their 'F lock, 
theLaity grat A as it were, 'ift the Vales of the 
world below. | They fence themſelves in with fo 
many ſtrrounders of Magiſterial Definitions; Con. 
claſions, Corollaries, Propoſitions explicite,- 'and 0 
implicite, that there is no falling in with: them; [* 
or wa they do chante'to”be-urged to -a-ſeeming i 

luz, yet they find out ſo many evaſions, that d 
5 ans art of 'Man can'neyer bind them -ſo-faſt, 
rob 'that af' eaſie diſtinction ſhall give! them/a 
ſtarfing hole ; to os the ſcandal of 'being 
SÞaffſed. They'l cur afiinder 'the tougheſt -argy- 
THe! with iv niuch eaſe, as Alexander did the Gor. 
Mart knot': they'l thunder out fo many rattli 
ZTerms as ſhall fright an adverſary into convi 
*on: They are exquiſitely dexterous in anfoling 
: the moſt ene -Myſteries : They'I rel}you to 
' a tittkealf vecellive proceedings of 'Ommipo- 
{ tencei he — of the bend aped. i be EX- 
| "the preciſe manner''6f Original" ng 
. derived from our firſt Parenrs ; theft +farisfie'you | 
fa what manner”; by what -deprees, and in tools 
/ Jon retour Sar ome wa condeived inthe” Vir- 
/ /gins worab; and demoiſttats in! the c_— 


n 


4a =o =» wn Www 29> 2 qf RR x © 


_— 


[ 93 ] | 
a Wafer how Xccegents may: ſubfilt: without 2a Sab- 
a $jtf2. /- Nay, theſe are accounted trivial, cafic que- 
ne Mſtions ; they have yer far oankn n tlties be- 
& Find; which notwithſtanding: they ſolve with as. 
euch expedition as the former : as namely, whe- 
ther Supernatural generation requires .any inftant ; 
of time for its ating"? Whether Chriſt, as a Son, 
bears a double ſpecifically diſtin Relarion to Thy 


the Father,and his Virgin Mother? Whether 
Propoſition is poſſible to be trne ; The frf 
ſon of the Trinity hated the ſecond? Whether... 
God,” who took our-nature upon him in the form 
of a Man, cold as well have become a Woman, 
aDevll, a Beaſt, an Herb, or a Stofie 3 and were 
it ſopoſlible, that the Godhead had appeared in 
the ſhape of an inanimate ſubſtance, how he ſhould 
then have preached his Goſpel, or how have been 
nailed to the Croſs? © Whether, if St. Peter had 
celebrated the Euchariſt at the ſame time our Sa- 
viour was hanging on the Croſs, the conſecrated 
bread would have been #ranſubſtantiated into the 
ame-body that remained on the Tree > Whether. 
in Chriſt's Corporal Preſence in the Sacramehtital | 
Wafer, his Humanity be not abſtracted from his .' 
Godhead? Whether after the Refurreftion we ' | 
ſhall carnally eat, and drink, as we do in this life? 
There area thouſand other more ſublimated, and 
refined nicities of Netions, Relations, Quaminies, 
Formalities, Quiddities, Hecceities,and ſuch like 46 
#ruſtes,as one would think no one'could pryinto, 
except” he had, not only ſuch Cats-eyes as to-ſee 
beſt in the 4ark, but even ſuch a piercing faculty, 
as to ſe through an Inch-board, and ſpy out. 
es EEE ES... 
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. Qccamiſts, the Scotiſts;, theſe are not all, but the 


"a2gcavating fault to k;a/hundred men, than fora 
7 Þoof Cobler to ſet a ſtichon the Sabbath day z or, 
z 


RO” - nb 

whit really ever; hdd! any;:heing.. A -10-5heh 
ſome of their Tenets,; and Opinions, wh Fo 
ſoabfurd; andextravagaot, that the: wildelt- fan-J þ 
ciesbf theStoicks, :which they-ſo much diſdain, 
and decry as Paradoxes; ſeem in compariſon jult, 
and rational z as their maintaining, That it is a lels 


-DB 


That it is more juſtifiable to do the greateſt injury 
imaginable to others, than to tell the leaſt Lie 
our ſelves. And theſe Subtleties are Alchymized 
to'a more refined Sublimate, by. the abſtractng 
brains of their ſeveral Schoolmen ; the Realiſts, 
the Nominaliſts, the Thomiſts, the Albertsſts , the 


rehearſal of a few only, as a Fecimen of their diyl- 
ded Sets: in each of which there is ſo much of 
deep learning, ſo-much of \unfathomable difficul- 
ty, that I believe the: Apoſtles themſelves would 
Rand in need of a.new illuminating F4r5r, if they 
were to engage in any contraverhe with theſe new 
Divines.” St. Paul no queſtion had a full meaſure 
of faith, yet when he lays down Faith to be the 
fſubſt ance of things not ſeen, theſe men carp at.it for 
an imperfe&t Definition, and would ondertake to 
teach the Apoſtles better: Logick. . "Thus the ſame 
fioly Author wanted for nothing of the Grace of 
Charity, yet (lay they) he deſcribes, arid defines it 
but very unaccurately , when he.treats' of it in 
the thirtecenth Chapter of [þis firſt Epiſtle tothe 
Corinthians.” The primitive Diſciples were; yery 
frequent in admipiſtring the Holy Sacrament,break- 
ing bread from bouſe to houſe; yet ſhould "my * 
EE as 
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eff asked of the Terminu 4, que, and the Terms: w gd 


are guem, the nature of Tranſubſtantiation, the manner 


ow. one Body can be in /evera/ places at. the. ſaws 
time ;- the Qiterence betwixt, the ſeveral Attri- 
butes of. Chriſt in Heaven,on the Croſs, and in the 
conſecrated Bread:; what time is required forthe 
Tranſ{ubſtantiating the Bread into Fleſh how.it 
can be done by oy ſentence pronounced by the 
Prieſt, : which ſentence is a Species of diſcrete 
Quantity , that has no permanent punitum? Were 
they asked (I ſay.) theſe, and ſeveral other confu- 
ſed Queries, I don't believe they could anſwer ſo 
readily, as Our mMincing Schoolmen now adays take 
a Pride todo, They were well acquainted with 
the Virgin Mary, .yet none of them undertook to / 
prove, that-ſhe was preſerved. immaculate from 
Original ſin, as ſome of our Divines very hotly * 
contend for. St. Peter had the Keys given to him, 
and that by. our Sayiour himſelf, who had neyer 
entruſted him, except he had known him capable 
of their manage, and cuſtody ; and yet it is much 
to. be queſtioned, whether Peter was ſenſible of 
that ſubtlety broach'd, 'by Scots, That he, may . 
have the Key. of "Rs Aa effeflually for others, 
who has no Knowledge atually in himſelf. bY 


They baptized all Nations, and yet never t: B 
What was the Formal, erzal, Efficient, and"F3- 
nal Cauſe of Baprsſme, and certainly never dream't 
of diſtinguiſhing between a. Del:ble, and an Inde- 
lible. Charafter..in this Sacrament. They wor-- 
ſhipped inthe Spirir, following their Maſter $.10.. | 
junction, God « 4 Spirit,and they which worſtip him, 

muſt; worſhip bigs in Spirit, and ip Truth ; Fe 1% 

f * br . ' : ; | nN t 
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' don't appear, that if was ever reveaſ'd to them, 
How Divine Adoration ſhout? be paid at the ſame 
time to our blefſed Savrour in Heaven, and to hig 
 P*Qare here below on a wall, drawn with two fin- 
gers held out, @ bald crown, and a circle round hig 
head. To reconcik theſe intricacies to an appeat- 
ance of Reaſon, requires threeſcore years 'expe- 
Hence in Metaphvſicks. 2&2 VIOS * op 
,*Farther, the Apoſtles ofren mention &Grare,yet ne- 
reer diſtinguifh betwixt grazia gratis data,and gra- 
/ tra gratificans. They earneſtly exhort us likewiſe 
to good works, yet never exphin the difference 
between Opus operane, and Opus operarum. They 
very frequently preſs and invite us to ſeek after 
_ withont dividing it into Infuſed, and Ac- 
emred, or determining whether it be a Subſtance, 
Or an Accident, a Created, or an Unereated being, 
Fhey deteſted S:7 themſelves, and warned others 
from the commiſſion of it ; and yet Pme ſure, 
they could never have defined: ſo dogmatically, as 
the Scorifts have ſince done. St. Paul, who in 
ethers judgment is no kſs the chief of the Apo- 
Flex, than he was in his own, the chief of Simrers, 

| whobeing bred at the feet of Gamaliel was certain- 
by eminently a Schollar, than any vf the reſt; 
reſis fn exclaims againſt vain Philoſophy, warns 
/ us from doring about queſtionr, and ftrifes of words, 
_ \ andchargesus to avoid profane, aid vain Bablings, 
/ «1d oppoſit;ons of Science falſly ſo called; which he 


would not have done, if he had thonght it worth: 
his while to have become acquainted with them, 
which he might ſoon have been , the Diſputes. 


of that Age being' but ſmall, and more _—_ 
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thax, if they meet;with_ any paſſage in St, 
wy other For «of, Holy wit, which. is wm 
well modell'd;;. or | critically 1 of as: they. \ 


could wiſh, they will dot roughly condemn. 
bur: bend it, yo Bo to a fayourable interpreta- 
tion, out of reverence to Antiquity, and r 
to: the Hvly Scriptures; Ong, indeed i it were 
eaGoabh to. expect an gb WS. ,of this » 
from the Apottles, Lord. and Maſt: io 
riven unto them .to know the, m eric EY 
but not thoſe of Philoſophy. It ſame Diriges 
meet my any thing of like brag _ 
St. om, St. Baſil, St. Eero, or others. 
Sod .they - ro LE $9, PP om. 
their Authority. ne yery fair my 36 ore 19 | 
They lay under a mil 
bathers: were hes x EEO dg: 4g Ring 
and Heathens; though they both  obſfigately bo 
heed. to-hgir. reſpettive prejudices 3. jy ey 
fited them (1 fy ) yet x; cheir Lives, an g 
recles, Father than by Woras, and Sylogy 
the proage they thus proeleed mere rhe de 
honeſt, welkmeaning. Auf luc Pa | 
Main feale, Defra BNA an 
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or finally, fo well &&lPd at the ſame weapons, thai 
off alt aſſauſt.of Conviction: 'and this laſt way, 
the victory wouldbe altogether” as hopeleſs, as'iff} 
tvio perſons were engaged of Eros 2th.i 
that 5 noggh any one ſhould oyer-powert 
} other. x 264 2 
_ ©" Vf my judgment mightbe taken; T: wonld adviſef 
/Obr ift«ars,in their next expedition to'a Holy-war,f: 
inſtcad of thoſe marh unſnceefsful Legions, which: 
they have hitherto ſent to' encounter the Tiwks, 
and $Saracens,that they would frmthh out their d; 
mozous Scorifts,' their obſtinate' Ortamiſts, theit 
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"myſteries of Chriſtianity with. an intermixture of 
—pHeatheniſh Philoſophy, and judge it very impro- 
"Viper to reduce Divinity to an obſcure Fecylative 
+ BScience, whoſe end is ſuch a happineſs, as can be 
b, zained only by the:means of Pratite. But alas 
I thoſe Notjonal- Divines, however condemned by 
- the ſoberer judgment of others, are yet mighti- 
Bly. pleaſed with themſelves, and are fo labori- 
Ffoully intent upon proſecuting . their crabbed Stu- 
= Mics, that they cannot afford ſo. much time as to- 
read a ſingle Chapter in any one. Book: of the 
= Iyhole Bible. And while they thus trifle away 
> Ithetr miſpent hours in traſh, and babble, they 
2 think that they ſupporr the Catholick Church with 
2 the props and Pillars of Propoſitions, and Syllo- 
—eims; no leſs effectually, than Arlas is feigned by 
+ fthe: Poets to ſuſtain on his ſhouſders 'the burden: 
580f a tottering world. [Their Priviledges too, and 
*FAuthoriry are"very conſiderable : They. can deal 
-vith*any Text of Scripture as with a Noſe of * 
Erax, knead it into: what ſhape beſt ſuits their in- 
* Fereft; and whatever Concluſions they have dog- 
- Fnatically reſolved, upon, they would: have them 
- Fas irrepealably ratified, as. Solos Laws, and in 
* is great force as the very Decrees of the Papal 
Chair. | -If any be ſo bold as to remonſtrate to 
their Deciſions, they'l bring him on his knees to- 
Mt Recantation of his Impudence. They ſhall pro- 
3{Founce as irrevocably as an Oracle ; "This Propo- * 
Jition is Scandalous;: That Irreverent ; This has + 
wimack of Hereſy,” and That is Bald, and Impro- 
per :".So that it is not the being Bapri/ed into the 
ny hurch,: the Believing of the Serspruter, the giv« 
V3 O Ng 
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ing credit to St. Peter, St. Paal, St. Hierom, St 
/ Auguſtin, nay , or St. Thomas Aquinas himielf, 
that ſhall make a man a Chrif#iav, except he haye 
the joynt ſuffrage of theſe Novices in learning 
who have blEled the world no doubt witha great 
-many diſcoveries ; which had never come to light, 
if they had not ſtruck the Fire of Subtlety out c 
the Flint of Obſcurity. Theſe Fooleries ſure muſt 
be a happy'employ. 


- Farther, they make as many partitions, and 
diviſions in Hef, and Purgatory and deſcribe as 
many. difterent forts and degrees of puniſhment, 
as if they were very well acquainted with the foil, 
and fituation of thoſe Infernal Regions. And, to 
preparea Seat for the Bleſſed above, they 1nvetit 
' new Orbs, and aſtately Empyrean Heaven, ſo wide, 
and ſpatious, as if they had purpoſely contriy d 
ts that the Glorified ' Saints nnght have room 
enough to walk, to feaſt, or to take any recrea- 
* thon. . 
-With theſe, and a thouſand more ſuch like 
toies thetr heads are more ſtuffd, and ſwell'd, 
than JFove, when he went big of Pals in his brain, 
and was forced to uſe the Midwivery of Vulcan's 
Axe, to eaſe him of his teeming burden. Do 
not wonder therefore, that at publick Difputa. 
tidns they bind their heads with ſo 'many Caps 
one over another ;- for This is to prevent the 
loſs of their brains, which would otherwiſe break 
out from their uneaſie confinement. It affords like- 
wiſe a pleaſant ſcene of Iaughter, to liſten to theſe 
' Divines t1 their hotly ma * Diſputations 
$0 ſee how proud they are: of talking, ſuch wor 
gibs 
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inftions, as the Auditors perhaps may ſome- 
times gape at, but ſelſdom appgehend : And they 
take ſuch a liberty in their ſpeaking of Latine, 


that they ſcorn to ſtick at the exattneſs of Syn- © 


tax, or Concord, pretending it is below the ma- 
jelty of a Divine to talk like a Pedagogue, and 


betied to the ſaviſh obſervance of the Rules of * 


Grammer. Finally, they take a vaſt pride, among 
other citations, toalledge the authority of their 
reſpettive Maſter, which word they bear as pro- 
found a reſpect to, as the Zews did to 'their in- 
effable Terragrammaton, and therefore they'l be 
ſure never to write it any otherwiſe, than in great 
Letters, MAGISTER NOSTER; and it any 
happen to invert the order of the words, and 
lay, Neſter Magiſter , inſtead of Magiſter Ne- 
fer, they*l prelently exclaim againſt him, as a 


lick Faith. 


The next to theſe are another ſort of brain-" 
ſick Fools, who ſtile themſelves Monks, and of Relr. | 


peſtilent Heretick, and underminer of the Catho- * 


| 


giow Orders, though they aſſume both Titles very /: 
unjuſtly : For as to the laſt, they have very little 


of Rel:gion in them-z and as to the former, the E- 
tymology of the word, Monk, implies a ſolitari- 
neſs, or being alone, whereas they are ſo thick 
abroad, that we cannot paſs any ſtreet, or ally, 
without meeting them. Noy. | cannot imagine, 
what one degree of men would be more hope- 
kfly wretched, if I did not ſtand their friend, and 
buoy them vp in that lake of miſery, which by 
th engagements of a Holy Vow they dhaye vo- 

O 2 luntarily 
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luntarily immerg?'d themſelves 'in. But. whe 
theſe ſort of men are ſo unwelcome to others, as 
that the.very ſight, of them is thought ominous; 
I yet make them highly in love with themſelves, 
and fond admirers of their own happineſs. - The 
» firſt ſtep whereunro, they eſteem a profound Iyg- 
norauce, thinking Carnal knowledge a great ent- 
my to their Spir:tual, welfare, and ſeem confident 
of becoming greater Proficients in- Divine my- 
ſteries, the leſs they are poyſoned with any Hu 
mane Learning, [They imagine, that they bear a 
ſweet c »/crt with the Heavenly Quire, when they 
rone out their daily Tally of Plalms, which they 
rehearſe only by rote, without permitting their 
underſtanding or afteftions to go along with their 
voice. Among theſe, ſome make a good profi- 
:table trade of Beggery, going about from. houſe 
to houſe, nor like the Apoſtles, to Break, but to 
| Beg their Bread ; nay, ' thrult into all publick 
* houſes, come aboard the Paſſagg-boats, get into 
the travailing Waggons, and omit no 'opportuni- 
ty of time, or place for the craving Peoples cha- 
rity; doing a great deal of injury to common 
high-way beggars, by interloping in their traffick 
of -Alms. And when they are thus voluntarily 
poor, deſtitute, not provided with two coats, 
nor with any money in their purfe, they have the 
impudencero pretend, that they imitate the firſt 
Diiciples, whom their Maſter expreſly ſent out 
in ſuch an equipage. Tr is pretty to obſerve, how 
they regulate all their actions,as it were by weight, 
and meaſure, to fo exact a proportion, as if the 


whole leis of their religion depended: upon the 


omil- 
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omiſſion of tbe kaſt PunCtilio. © Thus they nivſt >, 
be very critical inthe preciſe number of Knots to, 
the tying on of their ſandals ; what diſtinCt co- 
lowrs their reſpective habits, and what #»ff made 
of; how broad, and lon; their girdles , how big, 
and in what faſhion their hoods ; whether their 
bald crowns be to a harrs breadth of the right cur; 
how many hours they mult ſleep, at whet minute 
riſe to Prayers, &c. And theſe ſeveral cuſtoms are 
altered according to the huwours of different 
perſons, and places. While they are ſworn to the 
luperſtitious obſervance of theſe trifles, they do 
not only deſpiſeall others, but are very inclinable 
to fall out among themſelves ; fer though they 
make profeſſion of an Apoſtolick charity, yet 
they'l pick a quarrel, and be implacably paſlionate 
for ſuch poor provocations, as the girting on a 
coat the wrong way, for the wearing of cloaths a 
little too darkiſh colcured,or any fuch nicety, not 
worth the ſpeaking of. Some are ſo obſtinately 
ſuperſtitious, that the; '] wear their upper | gar- 
ment: of ſome courſe dogs-hair ſtuff, and that 
next their skin as ſoft as ſilk: But others on the 
contrary will have linnen frocks outermoſt, and 
their ſhirts of wool, or hair. Some again will not 
touch a Piece of money, though they make'no, 
ſcruple of the ſin of drunkenneſs, and the luſt of, 
the fleſh. All their ſeveral Orders are mindful 
of nothing more than of their being 4iſtinguiſhe 
each from other by their different cuſtoms, and 
habits. They ſeem indeed not ſo careful of be. 
coming like Chriſt, and of being known to be 
his Piſciples, as the being alike to one another, 
5 | and 
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and diſtinguiſhable for followers of their ſeveral 
, Founders, A great part of their Religion- conſiſts 
'/in their Title : Some will be call'd Cordeliers, and 
| / theſe ſubdivided into Capuchines, Minors, Minims, 
£ and Menadjcants : Some again are ſtiled Bened- 
fines, others of the Order of St. Bernard, others 
of that of St. Bridget ; ſome are Auguſtin Monks, 
fome Willielmites, and other 7acobiſts, as if the 
common name of Chriſtian were too mean, and 
vulgar. Moſt of them place their greateſt ſtreſs 
for ſalvation on a ſtrift conformity to their fop- 
piſh ceremonies, and a' belief, of their Legendary 
Traditions; wherein they fancy to have acquit- 
red themſelves with ſo much of Supererogation, 
that one Heaven can never he a condign reward 
for their meritorious life; little thinking, that 
the Judge of all the Earth, at the laſt day, ſhall 
put them off with a who hath required Theſe things 
/ at your hands? and call them to an account only 
' for the Stewardſhip of his Legacy, which was the 
Precept of Love, and Cherity. 7,It will be pretty 
to hear /their ſeyeral Pleas before the great Tri- 


, 


- 


bunali:/ One will brag how he mortified his- carnal 
appetde, by feeding only upon F:ſhy4 Another 
yull urge, that he ſpent moſt of his time on earth 
in the Divine exerciie 'of ſinging Pſalms: A third 
/ willtell, how many days he faſted :and what ſe- 
| vere Pexance he impoſed on himſelf, for the bring- 
iog his body into ſubjetion: Another ſhall pro- 
| duce in his own behalf as many Ceremonies, as 
; would load a Fleet of Merchant-men: A fifth 
' ſhall plead, that in threeſcore years he never ſo 
' pauch as toucht a piece of Money, except he * 
, ger' 
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| 
to teſtific his former Humility, ſhall bring along ; 
with him his ſacred Hood, ſo old, and naſty, thar + 
any Seaman had rather ſtand bare-headed on the 
Deck, than-pur it on, to defend his ears from the 
ſharpeſt ſtorms : The next that comes to anſwer / 
for himſelf, ſhall plead, that for fifty years toge= 
ther he had lived like a Sponge upon the ſame 
lace, and was content never to change his homely 
Habication : Another ſhall whiſper ſoftly, and 
tell the Judge, he has loſt his voice by a conti- 
nual ſinging of-boly ns, and Anthems: The 
next ſhall confeſs, how he fell into a Lethargy by 
© 


_ a ſtri&, reſerved, and ſedentary life: And th 


laſt ſhall intimate, that he has forgot to ſpeak, by 
having always kept ſilence, in obedience to the In- / 
junction, of raking heed, leaft be ſhould have off en- 
ded with his Tongne. But amidlt alt their fine ex- 
cuſes our Saviour ſhall interrupt them with this 
anſwer, Wo unto you Scribes, and Phariſees, Hypo= 
erites, verily 1 know you not; 1 left you but one 
Precept of ls one another , which” I do not 
hear any one plead he has faithfully diſcharged: 
I told you plainly in my Goſpel, without any Pa- 
rabk, that my Father's» Kingdom was prepared, 
not for ſuch as ſhoukd lay chim to it by Aſterities, 
Prayers, or Faſtings, but for thoſe who ſhould 
render themſelves worthy of it, by the exerciſe of 
Faith,and the offices of Charzty : I cannot ownſuch 
as depend on their own Aerits, without a reliance: | 
on my Mercy: As many of you therefore, as truſt 
to the broken reeds of your own Deſerts, may 
&ecnh go ſearch out a new Heaven, for you ſhalſ 

| | never, | 
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/ never enter into Thar, which from the fordas 
Lions of the world was prepared only for ſuch-as 
are true of heart. When theſe Monks and Friers ſhall 
meet with ſuch- a ſhameful repulle, and fee that 
Ploughmen, and Mechanicks are admitted" into 
that Kingdom, from which They. themſelves are 
ſhut out ;; how ſneakingly will they Took, and how 
Pittifully link away ? Yet till this laſt Trial they 
had more comfort of a future happineſs, becauſe 
more hopes of it than any other men. And Theſe 

ſons are not only great in their own eyes, 
but highly eſteem'd, and reſpected by others, 
eſpecially Thoſe of the Order of Adendicants',. 
. whom none dare to offer any alfront to, becauſe 
as Confeſſors they are intruſted with all the ſecrets 
of particular Intrigues., which they are bound 
by Oath not to diſcover ; yet many times, when 
they are almoſt drunk, they cannot keep their 
tongue ſo far within their head, as not to be bab- 
bling out ſome hints, and ſhewing themſelves fo 
full, that they are in pain tobe delivered. If 
any.perſon give them the lealt provocation, they'l 
be ſure to be reveng'd of him, aud in their next 
-Publick harangue give him ſuch ſhrewd wipes, 
and reflexions, that the whole: congregation. mult 
needs take notice at whom they are levelPd'; nor 
' will they ever deſiſt from this way of declaiming, 
; Till their- mouth be ſtopt with a Bribe to hold 
. their tongue. | All their Preaching is meer Stage- 
playing, and their Delivery the very tranſports 
of Ridicule, and Drollery. Good Lord } How mi- 
mical aretheir Geſtures ? What heights, and falls 
i their Voice ? What toning , - what > 

; what 
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what finging; what -ſqueaking , .what: grimaces, 
ing. of mouths, Apes faces, and. diſtorting | 
ofxheir countenance ? +, And this Art of Oratory, 

25a choice myſtery,; they convey down by tra- 
ditiox*tp.one another, , 'The manner of ic Way 
adyenture thus farther to enlarge upon: Firſt, in | 
a kind of mockery they implore the Divine aſli. / 
ſtance, which they: borrowed from the ſolemn / 
cuſtom of the Poets: Then, if their Text, ſuppoſe,” 

be of Charity, they- ſhall take their Exordium' as 


w_ 


far-off; as fcom a deſcription of the River Nile in 


Egypt. Qr, if they are to diſcourſe of the myſte- 
ry'of, the Croſs, they ſhall begin with a ſtory of 
Bel, | and the Dragon ;, Or, perchance if their fub- 
ject be of Faſting, for an entrance to their Ser- 
mon, they ſhall paſs prog the twelve Signs of 
the,Zodiack., Or, laſtly, if they are to preach of 
Faith, they ſhall addreſs themielves in a Þng Ma-. 
thematical account of the Quadrature of the Cir- 
cle. 1-my felfe once heard a great Fool, (a great 
Scholar I would have ſaid) undertaking in a la- 


- borious. diſcourſe to explain the myſtery of the 


Holy Trizity ; in the unfolding whereof, that. hs 


" might ſhew his wit, and On, and together ſa- 


tishe irching Ears, he proceede in a new method, 
as by inſiſting on the Letters, Syllables, and Pro- 
poſition, on the Concord of Noun, and Verb,' 
and that. of Noun Subſtantive, and Noun Adje-! 
ive; the Auditors all wondred, and fame mum- 
bled to themſelyes that Hemiſtich of Horace, 


. | 
1, . a--r>uorJam hec tam putrida tendunt.? 
. Why all this needleſs & ak ny _, 
leiboie < uſt 


A 6 
But at aft he'brought it thus far, That he could 
\ demonſtrate the whole T7ity to be repreſented 
'by theſe firſt rudiments -of Grammar, as cleatly, 
jand plainly, as it was poſlible' for a Mathemnati- 
| {efancodraw a Triangle in the Sand : And'for the 
/making of this- grand diſcovery, this ſubtle-Di- 
vine had plodded fo hard for'cight months to. 
' ether, that he ſtudied himſelf as blind as a bee. 
tle, the intenſeneſs of the Eye of his wnderſtan- 
ding over-ſhadowing, and extinguiſhing that of 
his body; .and yet he did not at all repent him of 
his blindneſs, bur thinks the Toſs of his ſight an ea- 
fie purchaſe for 'the gain of glory, and credit. 
I heard at another time a grave Divine,of four. 
ſcore years of age at leaſt, ſo'fowr, and hard-fa- 
voured, that one would be apt to miſtruſt that it 
' was Scotus Rediviom; he taking upon him to 
treat of the myſterious Name, Sw » did very 
ſubtilely pretend, that in the very letters was con- 
tained whatever could be ſaid of it : for, firſt, its 
being declined only with rhbree Caſes," did expreſ- 
ly point out the Trinity of Perſons ; then, that 
the Nominative caſe ended 1n'S, the Accuſative in 
4, and the Ablative in UV, did imply ſome un- 
ſpeakable myſtery, namely, that in words of thoſe 
Initial Letters, Chriſt way the Summus, Or Be- 
gining , the Medins, or Midale, and the Ults- 
91s, Or End of All things. There was yet a more 
abſtruſe riddle to be explained,which was by di- 
viding the word FESUS into two parts, and ſe- 
rating the $ in the nfiddle from the two extreme 
yllables, making ir a kind of Pentamerer , the 
yord conſiſting of five letters : and this inter- 
| medial 
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_—_ S being in ;the-Hebrew-;A 
ed | Sin; which in the Engliſh; laggu 
Iy. ya 0 term Peccatum, was h 
j | that the Holy: 7eſws ſhould purite ay n 
and. wickedneſs. 1 bus did the- PODS 
all the: Congregation; eſpecial 
hood of Divines, wete-{o, ſurpriſed. ax-this odd 
way of Preaching, that. Wonder eryed them, as 
Griefdid Niobe, almoſt; turned. ia Stones; 
I 8mong/the .ceſt (as Horace | 
viewing the Enchantments of aol two. 
reſſes, Canidia, aud Sagane,) could: n 
tain, b THE 18. 686! 
tion it 
- ductions are ot without reaſon cond 
of _ whenever DemoFbenes among ..tne "Corecks, 
| afnong the-Latines, began their. Orations 
with o''preat a digrefſjon. from -the.j Martes i 
hand,-it: was alway look'& upon th q 
wneleg ant ; And indeed, were ſuc VE 
Exordium any token ofa good invention, 
; herds, aad Ploughmen. might Jay claim. EY 
tle of men :of greateſt parts, ſince. upon. aily / AT- 
gument itis caſteſt for. | + to talk what 1s. .leaſt 
to the purpoſe. Theſe Preachers think their.Pre- 
amble (as we may well term it. to be. moſt 4 | 
ſhionable, when it is fartheſt from 'the ſubject they 
; Propoſe to treat of, while each Andicos fits, and | 
wonders what they drive at, and _ times mut- | 
9, the complaint of Vt gil, - 
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tn the third place, | when they come t0/:ohe 
\ Divi - of their Text, they ſhall give onljva yery 
| hort! touchat rhe interpretation of the 7@hrds, 
when the fuller explication of their ſenſe oughtdo 
Have been their: only Province. Fourthly;afrer 
they are a little-entred, they {hall ſtart ſome he- 
ological Queries, far enovgh oft from the'matter 
An hand, and Boney it about'/Pro and Con, mild they 
Jooſe it int EHeat fe ſcuffle--'And here theyſhall 
<tte their® ors Invincrble; Subtle, | Seraphies, 
Ri Holy, Irrefrapable, and ſuchilike' 
Nanes, to confirm their ſeveral Aſſertions,) Then 
b-.. thev 'bring: their Syllogiſms, their Majors, their 
"Concluhions-, Coroffaries,/ -Suppoſnions, 
20a Diſtiaetiohs, that will ſooner terrifie the:Con- 
gregation into 'an Amazement,'  thani perſwade 
them into a Convidtion, 'Now comes the £eb\.44, 
in which'theymuſt exert theirurmoſt skil}to come 
off with 'appliaſe. 'Here® Theefore "they, fat. a 
relling meg JarnientableNory out'of thei Le- 
gend, or ſome other fabuſobs- Hiſtory | «ahd:rhis 
they defcant upon  Allegorivatthy, ogicatty, 
and Analot call and ſo they raw: 't0-a:Contla- 
LS of their GORcourſs, which 188 more bramaick 
Chimera; than ever Hoare 'tould deſcribe. oi This 
De Arte Potriea, when he began, | 


Power Qlpiti, &e. Y a > 4a Labs, 


| Their Proyin IS altogetiier as iliculonls, 2othek 
Preacking ;_ tor imagining, that in their addref. 
- ſes to Heavefn' they ſhould+ſet-out in- a low, and 


= 1nd votes, as'a token: of dread, and reve- 


[111 ] | 
rence; they::bepin thereſore: with ſoch-a Htoit. | 
whishering yas if they were afraid any» oneſhould 
vver-hear: whatthey ſaid, but,whetvthey are Pons 
alittle way, they. clear up/their. pipes by.depriebsy | 
and: atdaſt:batyb out fo loud, as: if withyBaaks | 
Prieſts they wete reſolved to awake a ſleeping God 
And then again being told; þy-:Rhetoricians, thet - 
;Heights, and Falls, and a different: Cadency3n 
Pronuntiation.4s a! great adyavtage0,the,fptring 
off any thing/that is ſpoke; they?} ſometimes 
it weremotter their-words-nwarflly,, and hen of 

..a Juddain.battowthemout,:atd be ſuxe agidatiin 
Jack a, fat, faltring. tone, as; it theix RE 
Fpent, and:they:had;run- trhemſelvg+-outrofareath- 
.Laſfly, they,;haye. read, that-quelt /Syſtkcmedt | 

e | .Rhetorjcktreat of the: Art; oberating: ago: 

, || therefore fortheesfieting of :bhisgothey. lipmunal 

ſome Jeſts,and:Puns; that ;muſt- pals for: 10g4384- 

-ty;”though-theyrare only the froth of Follſand 

of+being.Sqpyxicals; though: their uemoſt; ſpleen 
;is:ſo, toothlekss.ithat they luck .xatherrthgnabits, | 
-ticklerather thancrargh, or: wonnd-:Nomlo:they * 
ever flatter. morey4bay at Juch4imes-as! they.Pie- | 
(tend to-ſpcak: with greatelt fneedom;:; » om vd 
1. Finally, thei Actions; are; ſo hulioonyh;'apd | 
-mimical,, thatany. would judge; they had;learney! 
all their txicks/94;Mountebanks. and; StagehPlay- 
£3. when ir, Afton it-is- true may Perhaps-Qut- - 
dpethems butin.Oratory there. jisffo bttle ogdabe- 
een beths thatoit.is haxd,4p determine wykivh 

_ rites of longeſt; ſhapding 11) 46 Shools BEE 

quence.” + Yet. Theſe Preachers ». bowenes: 
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Ga te. aw with ay Sacory, > coma them as 
as The people A 'Demeſt s Of 
' the Citizens of Rowe could do. Cicero: .. 
' Which Admirers are chiefly Shop-koepers, andiWe- 
/ wen, \whoſe approbation and good'opinion They 
only court ; becauſe ihe firf , if they are humou- 
| red, give them ſoine ſnac out of unjuſt gain ; and 
the af come, and-eaſe their grief to yr upon 
 ; all piriching occaſions, eſpeciall "when their buf- 
__ baxdvareany ways croſs, or unkind. 
-* Thus much, _ po, may ſuiceto make " 
ſefſible, how muck-theſe Cell-Herinites, and: 
cloſes, are indebted to my bounty; who, whe 
they tyrannize over the conſciences of the deluded 
(0 with fopp 
think lves' as eminently pious, as:St. 
Pail, St. Anthony, or any other- of the Saints: But 
eheſe Stage. Divtees not leſs angrateful diſowners 
'6f their obli ; rg ro Folly, than they are impu- 
dent/pretenders to the profeſſion of piety, I wil- 
lingly taks'my leave £. and paſſe'now: to- Kings, 
&y'and Couriers who paying me 2 devout 
gment, may juſtly challenge back the 
Zelpett of being' mentioned, Semper notice-of 
.by me, And firſt; had they wiſdom enongb to 
{ make'a true judgment of things, 'they would Tind 
Their own condition” to be more deſpicable, 'and 
Maviſh,' than that'of the moſt menial Sabjefts.: For 
| certainly none'can eſteem Perjury', or Parricide 
'-acheap parchaſe'for 2 Crown,if he does but ſe- 
/ti6ufly'r reflet On tliat weight'of cares '4 Princely 
'Digdetnis'lo«ded with; "He that-fitsat the Helm 


ies, juggles, and Impoſtures, 
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athreatning Comer, if his blazing power be peſti- 


C 113 3 

muſt ſacrifice all privare intereſt to the attainment 
of the common good : He muſt himſelf be onſor- 
mable to thoſe Laws his Prerogatiye/ er 

elſe he can expect no obedience paid them fron 
others, He muſt have a ſtricgeye over all his in- 
feriour Magiſtrates , and Officers, or. otherwiſe 
it is to be doubted they will-but careleſly dif 
charge their reſpective Duties. Every Ti, with. 


CEA 


- 


in his own Territories, is placed; for a. 

ns 3 as it were 1n the ms of his witle- 
pread Dominions, to prove either a glorious 
Star. of benign influence, if his behaviour: be re- 
markably juſt, and innocent, or elſe to impend as 


lent, and hurtful. - Subjects moye in a darker 
Sphere, and ſo their wazdrings and failings are leſs 
diſcernible , whereas Princes, being fixt in amore 
exalted Orb, and encompaſſed with a brighter 
dazling luſtre , their ors are more apparently 
viſible, and their Eclipſe: , or other defets, influ- 
entia] on all that s inferiour to. them,  Kingsare \ 
baited with fo many temptations , and: opportu- 
nities to'vice; and immorality, ſuch as are High © 
Feeding, Liberty, Flattery, Luxury, and the like, / 
that: they muſt perpetually on their guard; : 
to fence off thoſe aſſaults, that are always ready. | _ 
to be made upon them. In fine, abating from 
Treachery, Hatred, Dangers, Fear, and a thou- 
fand other miſchiefs impending on crowned heads, 
however uncontrolable they are on this ſide Hea+, 
ven, yet after their Reign here, they muſt rp 
before a ſupremer Judge, and there be calld to | 
an exat account for the diſcharge of that Ss } 
; tewe 
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\Pri but *feriouſly' conlider (and «c 
theywould, it they* were but  wi/e)- theſe many 
farAHhips of a Royal life, they 'would be ſoipers 
plexed in the reſult 'of their thoughts hereupon;z 
as ſearce tocat,- orſleep in quiet. But now-by 


' my affiſtance they leave all theſe cares to-tha JN} 


| Gods, and-mind.only their own cafe, and pleaſure; 
.andtherefore will admit none to their attendancey 
buf who -will divert them with- ſport ;-:and 
mirth, leſt they ſhould otherwiſe be ſeiſed, and 
damp*'d with the ſurpriſalof ſober: thoughts: They. 


thinkthey have ſufficiently acquitted: themſelves 


1 the duty of governing, it they-doburt ride con: 
ſantly a hunting; breed up good 'Race-horles, ſell 
Places, and Offices to thole of the Courtiers that 
will-give moſt for them, and find out new ways 
for invading of their peoples Property, and hook- 
 Ing'inalarger Revenue to their. own Exchequer z 
for/the procnrement- whereof they*l alway have 
forme pretended: claim, and title; that though it 
bemanifeſt extortion, yet it may: bear the. ſhew 
of Law, and Juſtice : And then'"they-dawb -over 
their oppreſſion with a ſabmiſlive, flattering car- 
riage, that they may ſo far inſinuate into the. af. 
fetions of the wyalgar, 2s they may not: tumulr, 
nor: rebel, but patiently crouch to burdens, and 
exactions.. Let us feign now a Petſon ignorant 
{of the Laws, and Conſtitutions of that Realnt he 
lives in, an enemy to the publick / good, ſtudious 


only-of his own private intereſt, addiftect wholly 

/ to Pleaſures, and delights; a hater-of learning, 

; @profeſtcnemy; to Liberty, and Truth ; carelke ; 
I 350 an 


ho os Frkiame was committed to their :yu/7.1f 
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c..a token, 


= out e others I = | nd | 


a ri, Fw a « Fnbol or 
oath him with 


vpon this Pourtraiftre,,/and RN i tern 
between That, and 5 Wo certain] by 


be aſhamed of his Enſigns of EG 
of being laughed out of them. cod; Boe 
; Next to Kings Ring p44 come. ' theix | 
oxrtiers,, who, though they are for t 
a baſe, ſeryile, cringing, read Bev of 7 
terers, yet they look big, ſwell. - 
high thoughts of their honour, and | 
Their confidence appears upon all oc 
in this one gg they are very me 


4 3 SF 


Virtue, a A acl, but leave. their m4 


, and uatcaught z and taking the. 
Code ſs to themſelves, turn aver _ an 


reality: oo it to others. They 16high themſelves | 


mighty happy, - in that they ' 5 
re ary) fi = 


cr, :2ad be allowed the, 
with him ; 'thar they can Tg 


TR If "it you ate a fre, ( 
er endow! 


| muſt » Brea 
; when” That by nit ple 4 
\ When tt ke Cloath is raken prin Cards, 
| Pies Tabter, or ſome ſuch Jike di' has 
mult have one or cual IV ame Fa 


pune (on in the Evening to Supper. When thi 


have ſupp'd, then be the game of Dy: 
| the par arg the Claſſes Frei, # and 


 ronnd go the Healths and Bumpers, ill they are 
_ of palin Bed. ane this is he Coriu Þ me- 


6a nd in rhe Mena ivy 
[fomgion ta _y Butterflies yie upon one bn, . 
The Ladies meaſure the height of their He- 
j NOUTS by the length of rheir Trail, wl ich muſt 
” / be bore up by a'Page behind. The Nobles jultle 
' bne another to phexy i to the King's 
and wer oj rin of that weight, nd Geek 


> Bron o leſs ſtrength ro carry, than 
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2 : pf ated, if they, Were/ 


F.th g. would be 

; ing with oriedram of gon? ? Wiſdom, 

| 4 ht I hen one graip of that Selr, which / 
Savioh 


therh _ not asf the ſavopr of: \ 
their Ri iy all their Honour, their] Juriſdj; / 


jons, their Peter's Patrimony, their Offices, 


| ps their! rr their ag yi 
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Notafies,. Adv Vo. 
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petri | \poſtle 
wits of all 
ang. folldw 4 


OM | 
Ab as " inheritance, 
Fats, bon er, ures, and large EO 3 
ending erent reot, ihflamed with a holy 
: with fire, and ſword, to the great: 
ral and fuſion of Chriſtian bloug ; think \ 
are Apoſtolical maintainers of Ch riſt's S 4a | 
Church; when they have Af, all fach a5 | 
her erjem tes : Top ee the C burchto 
no Enemies more bloudy, and Ra ar , than 
bych imp ious Popes, who vive Pipertioes for 
e ot preaching of Chriſt; > Evacuafe the main dey / 
es and effect of our Redemption, by theit pecy- \ 
ary bribes, Bod ſales; b > - {pa the Lees by | 
their forc't. inter etatio $, and underm | 
Fraditions ; and laſtly hy, byt eir Juſts, and "ickes 
neſs gr zeve the Hol 50 Spirit, and make their Savi- F 
utes wounds to bleed ane. Farther, when. the' 
Chriſti ian Church has been oy along firſt pes, 
The dA red, and fince” eſtabliſh't by x 
of uy rp; in: Ame meat er head yo ad he | 
egy i ſtlof Prot 
yh y ror a oft, and 


oP age vr | 
Rhgon now by arm4 and. vyolencey Which wat | 
foemerly robe oeee. with patience 


zence, | 
falferings. And though wr be ſo brutiſh, as thas || 
i becomes Peſts, rey rhau Men 3 50 extra 
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 Fagant, that the Poatsfignodib.an of of th 

\ Faries; ſo fecatiohs, that I aps i $7 eel 

| /  } All juſtice, and honeſty; ſo deſperate; thar it is 

{ /: beſt waged by Ruffians, and Bandseri., and 16 un» 

/ / ; chriſtian, thar it is, contrary to the expreſs com- 

| / mands of the Goſpel ; yet mavgre All his, Peace 

; is too. quiet, too uriative, and they mult be in- 

Zaged 1n the boilterouſneſs of War, , Among 

- which undertaking Popes, you ſhall have ſome ſq 

old, that they can ſcarce creep, and yet-they'I:put 

on a young brisk reſolution, will relglye to Itick at 

no pains, to ſpare no colt, nor to waye any 1n- 

convenience, ſo they may involve I,aws, Religion, 

Peace, and all other concerns, whether ſacred, 

or civil, in unappeaſable tumults, and: diſtraCti- 

ons. And yet fome of their learned: raring 
Courtiers will interpret this noxorious 


nels 
for zeal, and piety, and fortitude, having found 
out the way how a man may draw his [word, and 
ſheſth it in his Brother's boiwels, and yet not of- 


fend againſt the dury of the ſecond Table, where- 
by we are obliged. to love our Neighbours as our 
ſelves. It is yet uncertain, whether theſe Roms 
Fathers have taken Example from, or. given Pre. 
fident to fuch other. German Bi5ps, who omitting 
their Eccleſtical Habit, . and other ceremonies, 
appear openly armed Cap-a pe, like ſo many 
Champions, and deeb irs, thinking no doubt 
that they come ſhort of the duty of their Functi. 
6n, iſthey die in ariy othes place. than the open 
field, fighting the Battazls of the Lord. The infes 
riout Clergy deeming it_unmangerly.not, to con- 
form to'their Parrots, atid Divteſas devoutly 
rugs, 


£ 223 ] 
7 hr kt; for their Tithes with Ran, 
a (Haryncnt -as fiercely as wn wk ks, 
ſtones, or-any!: that came next t&'hind, When | 
adihs eo toi rpc or Mk Soba 
writings j/ how - 

out afly Seitences, payne they may Right $354 
ple with ind make chem bo Ltlons thizt oat fray 
5 | the due,” paſling by whatever 

0 | with-iit = ſame Authors; that minds - 7 
a the Diary; arid Difficalty of their bwn Offies, T 
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never conſider, __ their ſhaver rromn is 
thaethey ſhould pare 
peritubus luſts: 


of, and cut away all vhe- Fg 
| this world, 41d. ar mr] 
ys | wholly! ro Divine Maditartoh i! bve dit inffead &f 
- | this:our bald-pfited Prieſts chink they have done 
enough; if they-db birt mutnble-over ſuth | =_ fardle. 
of Prayers : Which it is 4 wonder if God Thould * 
hear!, ot -andet and, ' when they ther 
1d Joftly. anU by fenkritwn is lajfdage, which 
they cant ſcarce hear; or underſtand therfſolves. 
This they have” in common With "otter 'Mecha- 
hicks;that they te rfioſt ſubtle in the 'cfaft of pet- 
ting: Mony, — _ in thelt 26. 
jms dues: of Tithes, O 

+ Thus they 'ats All content 
ft, SD ibenavea thedhirder, That' 
front -onehand'to anther, afd* af 
tmy rh6ycar 
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| elialticat @ovortiers have Nei Dopnna, 4 
cats; 'and Ctrares, 


WVeare of Relgon' whe Ta 1s” The 


Fg } 
fing' they, have! nothing to do with the 


\y 
Church (as if their Baptiſmial Vow. did-not. ini. 


riatechem members of it), 'make it over tothe 


- Prieſts;; ofthe Prieſts again, . Thoſe. that are-Se- 
cular, rhinking their Title implies them -to-be-a 


lule toq F - align this Task over -to the 


| Kegrlars:; the Regulars to the MManks 3 the; Monks 


bandy;it from one Order to' another, - til-if light 
vpon-the Mendicants ; They lay: it upon the Car- 

huſians, which -Qrder alone keeps Honeſtyi and 
Þictyamong them, but-really: keep them ſo cloſe, 


' that no bady ever yet could fee them..': Thus the 


Þ es, th L 10g only their Sickle \nto.the: 


« 


"of Profit, leave all the other toit of Spiritual'#uf- 
| banadry to the Bt ops, the- Biſhops beſtow it uP- 


\on the;Paftors,: the Paſtors on their Curatts, and 


their Curates:commit It to the! Adendicarts,” who 
xeturnitagain to ſuch, as well: know! how to make- 
good advantage of the. Flock: by the benefit of 
- --But I-would/not be thought purpoſely' to! ex- 
poſe the weakneſſes of Popes; and Prieſts, leaſt 1 
ſhould ſeem to recede frommy..;I'tle, and make a 
Satyr inſtead of a Panegyriok;t Nor: et any. one 
imagine, that I refieft on: good-Princes, by com- 
mending of bad-ones : I'-did. This only in brief.to 

hat there; is-no-one Particular perſon"can 


| lead a comfortable life, except he be-entred of 


4 
% 
*% . 
% 
& 
4 . 
FP 
4 


, 
- 


my Society,/and-retain' me: for bis 'Friend;' ; Not . 


indeed can. it be;'otherwiſe, fince Fortung, that 
Empreſs of the world,. is ſo myct in; leagut, and 

ity with Me,.that ,to- Wiſe wer ſhe is-always: 
ſtingy, and ſpacing of ber. gifts, bux is profuſely 


wo A ws  @ » ©9%>: « ww 
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liberal, and laviſh to Fools. - 


* 
the blunt, and fluſhing the forward; ſrvalts, and 


[125 ) 
'Thus Timothews, the 
Athenian Commander, in all his Expeditions was 

a mirrour of good tuck, becauſe he was a little | 
wnderwitted ;, from/him was occaſioned the Gree . 
clan Proverb, i CMI@- wh) « S195, the Net fille, | 
though the Fiſherman fleeys : There is alſo another | 
frocuratie Proyerb , Tas Iifsme the Owl flies, 
an-Omen of ſucceſs. But againſt Wiſe 'men are | 
pointed- theſe ill-aboding Proverds,  *8s 7errd/t | 
Jovn2y]uc, Born under a bad Planet; Equum habet 
Sejanum,, He camot ride the Forehorſe ; -Aurum: 
Tholoſanum, Jd-gotten goods will never prefer, and 
more:to; the ſame purpoſe. # But I fordear from-/ 
any farther Proverbializing , 4eld'T* ſhould be 
thought to haverifled .my_Eraſmw's' 1:5 
return therefore, Fortune we find 


{mooths up Fools, crowning all their undertakings 
with ſucceſs: But Wiſdom makes her' followers 
baſbful,, ſneaking, 'and timerous, and'therefore! 
you commonly ſee, that ay are redyC'd'to- hard- 
ſhifts, muſt grapple with _—_ cold; and hun-' | 
ger, muſt lie recluſe, deſpiſed, and unregarded ;, 
while Fools role in money, are advanc'do digni-" 
ties, and offices, and'in'a'word have the. whole. 
world at-command. If any one think-it 2} 
to be a Favourite at Courr, and to manap 
poſal of Places, and Preferments ;. "alaſs” This hap-/ 
pineſsis ſfofar from bog attainable by Wiſdom, | 
that the very ſuſpitionof it wonld put'a' = 
{ 


all advancement. Has any man a'mind''to raiſe 
himſelf a good Eſtate ? Alak, what . dealer in the 


world would ever fet a — if he be ſo wiſe 
aS\) 


a 1 


| wo cruple at Perjury, bluſh at a Lie, oc flick at 
ow +09 hdr wo 
/ er, does any ane appear a Candidate an 
ob any Ecvleſpaſtical Dignizy Why, an Aſs, or a 
Plongh- Jobber, ſhall ſooner gain it than a Wiſe 
' man. Again, are you in /ove with any haridſom 
Lady ? Alas, 'women-kind are  addictedto Fol- 
ſe they will not 27 all liſten to the Court- 
1p of a wiſe Sujtour. Finally, wherever there 
is any preparation made for mirth, and jollity, 
ali Wiſe men are ſure ta be excluded the company, 
le they ſhould ſtint. the. j Ys , and damp the trol. 
lick. 1na —_— to what ſide ſoever we turn our 
ſelves, to urn ao Pri Rich, « Judges, Magiſtrates, 


A -- 


Eriends, Ene Rich, or Poor, all their con- 
/ cerhs Ie managed money, /which becauſe: it is 
/ underyalued by managed by mou therefore, in-revenge 


to be ſure, it:never comesat Them. - 

But now, though:my Praife, and commenda- 
tion might: well be endicſs; yet it is requiſite [ 
ſhould put ſome period to my Speech. Ple there- 
fore draw toward an end, when 1 baye firſt con» 
fiirm'd what I have faid by the autboriry of ſeve- 
ral Authors. Which way of farther proof I ſhall 
inſiſt, pot partly that I may: not be thought to 
have ſaid more in my own bebalf, than what will 
be juſtified by others ; and partly, 'that the Law- 
yers may. not check: me:for citing no Prefidents, 


nor Allegations” To imitate them therefore, 1 
wall 2 ſome Reports', and Anthairities, 
though perhaps, like Tbeirstdd, they are nothing 


to the 
T7 "#1 ' Firſt 
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Firſt then, it is confeſt Amo to a Proverb, 
that the Art of Diſſembling is a very neceſſary 


accompliſhment; -and therefore it is a ART: 


Verſe among School-boys, . 
Stultiriam fomulare lace fapientia ſumma eſt. 


To feign the Fool, when fit occafions riſe, 
Argues the being more completely wiſe. 


It is caſie therefore to colle&t, how great a value 
ought to be put upon real Folly, when the very 


ſhadow, and bare imitation: of. it, is ſo much e-+ 
Nteem'd. - Horace, who in his Epiltles thus ities 


himſelf, 
Me pinguem & nitidum---- 
-----E PicUuri de rgrege Porcum, 


My ſeek-skinn'd corps as ſmooth, as if I li 
' *Mopgth' fatted Swine of Epicuras Sty : 


ord Poet (I lay) gives this advice in one of his 


Abſce Stultitians coonfity breves : 


LT, 


Short bly with your connſels mix. 


The Epithete of foore, it is true, is a little impro- 
wh Thefame Poet again-has this paſlage ciſe- 


bs Dake ot Meſſjere 4 in Loca, 


- Welltimed Folly has a ſweet reliſh | _ 
NED, An 
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And in another place, 14 5 ef 


-—»Melem delirns inerſque widers,; | 
Ouam ſapere & VENgS om | BLIE ' 9 


I'd rather much be cenſur'd for a fool, + 
Than feel the laſh and ſmart of Wiſdoms ſchool. 


Homer praiſes Telemachus as much as any one of 
his Heroes, and yet he gives him the Epithete of 
WimO, Silly : and the Grectans generally uſe the 
fame word to expreſs Children, as a token of their 
Innocence. And. what is the: Argument of all 
Homer's lliads, but only as Horace -obſerves, 


Stultorum Reg um, & Populorum continet aſtus, | 
They Kings,and Subjects dotages contain? 


/How poſitive alſo is Tubes Commendation, That 
all places are fil'd with Fools ? now every Excellence 
belng.cobe meaſtired. by its Extent, the goodneſs 
of Folly muſt be of as large compaſs, as thoſe uni- 
verlal places ſhe reaches to, But perhaps. Chri- 
ſtians may ſlight the authority, of a Heathen, I 
could therefore, if | pleaſed, back and confirm the 
truth hereof by the citations of ſeveral Texts of 
Scripture; though herein it were perhaps my du- 
ty to beg leave ofthe: Divines, that: I might ſo 
far intrench upon their Prerogative. Suppoſing 
a grant , the task ſeems.ſo difficult, as: to require 
the invocation of ſome aid, and afliſtance: yet, 
becauſe It is unreaſanable to put the Muſes mw 

Z troudie 


"I We 
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trouble | and'iexpence- of - ſo' tedious a journey; 
| ally ſince the buſineſs is our of their ſpherez 
I ſhall chooſe: rather (while I am” ating the Di» 
vine, and venturing in their Polemick difficul» 
ties) to wiſh my ſelf for ſuch tifne 'animated with 
Scots his briſtling and prickly ſonf,which I'wonld 
not-care, how afterwards it returned to his body, 
though for refinement it were ſtopped at a Pur 
gatory ts hong way. I cannot 'but wiſh,”thar'T 
might wholly change my character, or at eaſt 
that ſome grave Divine in my ſtead might rehearſe 
this part -of the ſubject for me : for rruly'I ſu 
pect; that iome body will accuſe me; for plundrin 
the Cloſets of thoſe Reverend mien, while [ pres 
tend to ſo-much of Divinity; as -muſt apptar-in 
my: following diſcourſe. Yer however it may not 
fem: Nranges Thar after ſo long-and frequent'a 
converſe, + have. gleaned ſome”! ſcraps from the 
Divines - ſince: 1 Horare his wooden: God, by bear» 
Ing his Maſter-vead Homer; learned fome words of 
Greek; and Cucxan's' Cock,, 'by long attention 1 
could readily: wnderfand what 'any; man. ſpoke. 
But now:to the Purpoſe, wiſhing my {elf ſucceſs; x 
>} Eccleſiaſtes: doth: ſomewhere confeſs, that thers 
are an 51firice number:of Fools ; now whenhe ſpeaks ..; 
bf .an jafurite maniber, what does he elſe but-imply, 

thatherein\is-included the whole race of Mankind; 
except ſome" very few, whictr I know not 'whe< 
ther.eyer anyone had yet. the happineſs to ſee ? 


 $:7The Prophet Feremy ſpeaks yet; more Plainly 


in/tiis comb; Chaprer, where heſdith;; That every... 
man « brutsſh in bis knowledge. He juſt before at- 
fributey Wiſdomto God alone, ſaying, That = 
HEAD We 


| [135 ] 
hes Nations are altogether brutiſh, and 
feoliſh.. And in, the, preceding | "Chapter he gives 
this ſeaſonable caution, Let nor the Wiſe man glory 
#: bis wiſdom: the -realon is obvious, beracting 
man hath truly-any,, whereof to glory. Bur to 
erurn to Eccleſiaſtes, when he ſaith, vanity of va- 
F pities, all s vanity, what: elſe.can 'we imagine his 
// meaning to be,than that our whole Life is nothing 
 butene Gin interlude of Folly? This con- 
firnis that aſſertion of Tally, which in defiverct; in 
' that foted paſſage we but juſt how mentioned; 
namely, That a# places ſwarm with Fools: | Fax: 
ther, what does the Son of S:rach mean, when he 
faith in Eccleſiaſticas, that the Fool is thaniged ad 
the Moon, while the Wiſe man # fv'd as 'the Sun, 
thanonly to hint out the folly of all Mankind; arid 
that the name of Wiſe is due to no other :þut'the 
Alkwiſe God ? | For all Interpreters by Moor! wii 
derſtand AMunkind, and by Sun; that tiny '6f 
all Light, the Mmighty. The ſame ſenſe. is: inn 
phed in that ſaying of our Saytourvik the Goſpel} 
There 4s none Good but One, that #:Gad:' for if who: 
ever is not ſe be conſequently a Fool; ant if}, ac- 
cording to the 'Stoicks, every midn be Wiſs." ſo 
far only as he is/Good, the meaning of theiText 
muſt /be, All mortals are unavoidably. Fools, arid 
there is none Wiſe but Ont, that'is God, "Salomon 
alſo, in the. fifteenth Chapter of hisProverds;hatit 
this expreſſion, Fally is joy'to himvhat' i deftirats 
# 4 Wiſgom 3. ly intirmating, :that the Wiſe 
/ man-is attended with grief — vexation; white 
" the Faoliſh only role in Selig, and-pleaſnte; \To 
| thefani rarpol invhir ſaying of |his, 'in —_— 
Þ- 
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portion of Wi 
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uſane nature 5. as, if you e oY, 
appear front by own — E; _ 
ter,. 1 gave my. heart to know Woldom, and to know 
AMadneſs diol ego KK} arti proc ns to. be: od» 


is; Hoe ws > {nome \Thus-#o+ 
_ and thys indeed &id-an Eccleſeufts- 
method r vires namely that what has'the 
a 140 in dignity, ſhould come wg pr 
rank, and order, accorging,to the-tenour of that 
Evangelical Precept, 7 be Luſt (bath be nakone ot 
| the Firſt ſhall be. Laſt. - And in Efoleſi hf 06 an like- 
wiſe, (whoever was Author.of the holy Boak 
which bears that name) in the forty fourth chap- 
ter, the excelleacy of Folly above Wiſdom is po- 
ficively -acknowledg'd : The very words 1 ſhall 
not Cre, till I have the advantage'of au anſwer 
ro 2 queſtion I am AOaPobng, 3 this 4 WAY of inter- 
rogating being frequently made by Pleto, 
jn his Dialogues befween Socrates, "and other Dif 
purants. L-ask you then, Whar is-it. we-alpatly 
haard, and lock up, Things of greater alteemand / 
value, or thoſe which are mpre:.comman, TATE, \ 
and deſpicebler.. Why are- > Jos »ſh at ox 
maK- 


its.a dvantage 
Ao res wro 
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ariafiſwer? Sifite you'areT0Thy, and reſerv'd, 
take the" Oreek Atty op a ſatisfac to ry 

Kapiy; tiemely, 112 23 969} 04her ſou! et 
pe he att Simke: which Saying, that 6 
perſon may” Night! it; may be convenient to' ad- 
yertife, *That-it* comes from nb *meaner an Av- 
thot'than,” that Oracle 'of "Truth,  Ariforle him- } 
(6lf/:* [And indeed there is no oriton this ſide Bed- || 
Yael tay; as'ts throw out vpoti\the dunghil his ||. 
; 2nd Jewek, but rather” alf perſons havea I. 
doſe Repoſitory'to preſerve them in, and ſecure 
; them under allthelocks, bolts, and bars, that ej- 
| ther'Art can cofitfive, or Fears'ſuggeſt: whereas 
| the Dirt; Pebbles, and Ojſtet-ſhels, that Hie ſcat- 
reted in the ſtreets; ye trample upon, paſs by, 
atidtake no notice of, - 'If then what is more va- 
taable be coffer'd 1p, and' what Toſs fo, lyes unregav- 
ded; it follows,” that accordingly Folly ſhould 
imeetwith a greater eſteem than Wiſdom, becauſe 
that wiſe Author adviſes us to the keeping cloſe, 
andiconcealing the” firſt; -and\ expoſing, or laying 
oper the other : As, take him' now- in this -own 
words, Setter is he that hiderh' his Folly, than him 
that hidech bis Wiſdom, Beſide; the Sacred Text 
does oft aſcribe 1nnocence, © and 'Sincerity to 
Fools, while'the Wiſe man is apt to be a habghry 
{corner of all ſuch, as he thinks, or cenſures to 
have- leſs wit than himſelf : For \{o I underſtand 
that paſſage in-the' tenth Chaptef -of Eccleſiaſtes, 
| Whit he that is 4 Fool walketh byrhe way, his Wiſdom 
| {ileth him, and heſaith to every ont that He is a 
/ Fdil Now: what prefer afgutnent'of candor of 
tagenuity can there-be, than rs demean your _ 
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med ro'contels it in 
pI bg0 Nb 
A man. Nay; $i robe elf, hat 
of the Gentiles, Trriting i! F ;C 
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Mobt, and fhikks lan ey 
and iO s o etpritation,-* 4.41: 9 
"But; why, &0.4 inf upon! any} Et particular 
ply when! in L ir i5"thepublitk >chae- 
all Diviaeb'sd :-iould, and þend the favted 
Grades tillthey' > with thelt: 6wn' fanky; 
ſppcadibgiem 7d Heaven by <ifs iCreatar') fike a 
Cavcaiy, cloſing together, or drawing them back; 
as'they pleaſe '?.> Thps 1ndeed? Bb Ph himſelf 
minces, and mangle ſome 'oitarions he makes'v|. 
of; and feems to; weſt them xb/# different ſenſe; 
from what they werefi ſt intended for, as i601 
ftis'd. by" the! great 0Linguilt'St, BNtrorn. This 
when that Apbſtteſaw-at Arboviitbs Inſcriptic 
cf)aniAltar,' he :dfaws from 5it ar @rgoment 
the proof of the Chiifhari Re oh'7 but Jeavit 
ops. krear\ pare vf:0<@Ucrirendey "which 
iChuprretieedt miziithave' coined ig 
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encreachment on, what was -formally their: ſole: 
priviled __ apd mrs _ deed, what.can 
they d i fore- 
On PIgr 7 bad ry -blundred | ont) his: 
name, but that am-reſtrained by fear of the-ſame) 
Greek, Proverbial Sarcaſm) did: ppon a Textof 
St. Luke put an-interpretation,. ng: more agreea-" 
ble to the meaning of the place, than 'one con- 
trary.quality; is t0 another; 2+ The-Paſlage is This ; 
when Jugs treachery was preparing to be.exc-/ 
Ccuted, and accordingly it ſrem'd requiſite; that 
all the Diſciples ſhould be-provided to guard,” and 
ſecure their aſſaulted Maſter, our. Saviour, that 
he: might pioyſly caution thern/ againſt reliance: 
for his delivery on apy worldly ſtrength, gmt 
FR whether-in all their Embally chey Packed 
king, when he had ſent them! _ ſo uofurniſh 
for the performance.of a long j , that ve 
| hag not ſo much; as Sheos te def " their: ſear. 
fromthe injuries of fints, and thorns, or a Scyip, 
to carry a meas meatin ;. ap When: they had an-' 
fired. that they lacked nothing, He adds,.Bus 
now he that hethia; purſe let bini'ts Jie, and likewiſe 
a Jerip, and "6. bath ne. ſword, let him ſell biz 
rent, aud buy ove: Now when' the. whole do+ 
e of. our; Saviour inculcates'; nothing/-more 
irequently | than Meeknets,' Patience; and a''con-, 
Fang ay i world, is 4t; not; plain, what: the 
row nl By Sabre 8 *(; Namely, that he might 
.d miſs his; Emba (adours-in -a-more naked, 
if conan he. does; not : onely-adyiſe 
them to- take no thought ſor ſhaos,: or ſcrip, but: 
Ren. commands -them -to- part-. with _ —_ 
CIOATNS 


C137 ] 
cloaths from their back; thar ſo they might have 
the leſs incumbrance;, and entanglement, in the 
£oing through their office, and function. ' He cat 
ions them, it-is true, to be' furniſhed with'a 
' Sword, yet not ſuch acarnal one; as Rognes,: and 
High-way men make uſe of for murder, and bloud- 
ſhed, but with the ſword of che Spire, which pier- 
ces through the heart, and ſearches out the inner- 
. moſt retirements of the ſoul, lopping off all our 
' Iuft;-and negs afte&tions, and leaving, RC 
&1 polleſon of our breaſt but" piety, zeal, 
devotion : This (I ſay )' in my opinion is the-moſt 
natural interpretation. Bur ſee how that Divine 
miſ-underſtands the-place's By Sword (ſays he) 
is meant Defence againſt Perſecation; by Scripy of 
Purſe, a ſufficient "quantity - of. /Proviſion ;, as if 
Chriſt had, by conſidering' better of it, changed 
his mind, in reference to that 'mean- equipage; . 
which he had: before ſent bis Diſciples in, and 
therefote came now to a recantation of what he | 
had formerly inſtituted : Or, as if he had for 
got what in time-paſt he had told 'them, ' Bleſext | 
are you when men ſhall revile yoa, and perſeciite youly/ 
and ſay all manner of evil ag ainit you for my. ſakgi 
Render not evil for evil , for blefed are the Meek 1 
hot the Crue}: As if he bad forgot that he en 
couraged them by the examples of: Sparrows, .and\ 
Lillies, to take no youg for the Morrow, he gives | 
them-now another Lefjon, and charges them, :ra-- 1 
ther than go without 4 ſword, to ſell their gatmeny \ 
a11d buy one _=_ if thegoing cold, and riaked; were | / 
more excuſable than the marching unarmed, Ang j 
as (m9 AuIROT TEASER R208, which arc _ \ 
vi! | 
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| vtion, or retaliation of injuries, 
tobe: under the name of Sword, a;bnder 
thas of Scxip;he: would haveevery thing to be com-. 
apr which either the neceſſity, SOCEnNS 
of Life requires. 
daes' this: provident fe AF Fa 
out the Diſciples with. Halherts; Spears, and 
Guns, for the enterpriſe of preaching Chrift rw 
e:fied;, He ſupplics them at the Jametinme with 
Packets, Bags; and Portmansefius;/that they miftht 
carry their: Cupboards as well as their Belbias als 
ways about-theny: He /takes no notice; how ear 
Saviaur aſterwards rebukes Feter for drawing.that 
ſword, which he bad juſt before fo iriftiyeharyie 
him-to buy; nor that it is:eyer recorded, that 
the "x; Chriſtians did by no-ways withſtand 
. their Heathen Perſecutors otherwiſe than 'with 
tears, and. prayers, which they would have ex+ 
changed more .effectually for: fwards, | and /buck- 
kts, if they had chovgin this Text would have 
bore them out.” 

There 1s Another , and he of 1 no mean. Pa 
whom for reſpet to his perſon'\1-ſhall forbear to 
tame, who commenting upon that verſe-in the 
Propher Habakkuk., [1 faw-tbe tents of Cuſhan 5n 
affliftion, and the Curtains of the 1and:af Nidian did 
tremble,] becauſe Tens were ſometimes made of 
Shy, he pretended, that /the ward . Tere. did 
here nals wr -bherdbin. of Sr. Ba hulowew, who was 

2 Matty T: 013 11113 
(24 24 par uns by onely, ata” Divinity Diſhaics- 
\ Gay, (where:iþ gory. afrea/ipay.:my! attendance ) 
i} whore one vbfithe PG 5. 
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Why it ſhould'be thought more proper to ſitence 
all: Herericks by Sword, and Faggor, rather than 
convert'them bv moderate, and ſober argiaments ? 
A certain Cymcal , old Blade, who bore the 
character of a Divine, legible in the frowns, and 
wrinkles of his face, not withour a great dea}: of 
diſdain, anfiveted; That it was the & Ih- 
junction of St, Paul himſelf, in thofe Directions 
ro Titus, | A manthat i: an Heretick, after the ff | 
and ſecond  Admonition, Rejeft,] quoting it int La- 
tin, where the word X#jz#, is Devira, while all 
the Auditory wondred at this Sevens & and 
deem'd it no way applicable to his pn He 
atlaſt exphin'd Himſelf ſaying, That Devira fig- 
nified, De vit4 roilendum Herttitunn, A Hetetick 
invoſt be flain. Some ſmiled at his em norance, but 
others approved of it, as an bx Com- 
ment. And howeyer ſome diſliked, that fuch 
violence ſhould be done to fo eafie a Text, vonr 


hair-flitting, and irrefragab'e Door went on in 


triumph : To prove it, yet (ſays he) more unde- 
niably, it "is commanded in the old Law, [Tho 
ſhalt not ſiffer a Witch to live | Now then = 
Maleficus, or Witch is to be Kilfd, but an Heretic 

is Matefics; which in ,the Latin Tranſlation. is 
wut for a Witch, Ergo &c, All that were pfe- 
erjt wondred at the ingenuiry of the perſon; and 
yery devoutly ewhraced his Opimon ; never 
dreaming, that the Law ws reftraired 'only to 
Mavicians, Sorcerers, and Enthanters : for other« 
wiſe, if the word Maleficn fignified what it moſt 


_ naturally implies, every (Evil doer, then Drun- 
' kennels, and Whoredom, were fo theet with the 


1 {ane 
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ſame*capital puniſhment as ' Witchcraft, But 
why ſhould I ſquander away my.time in a. too 
tedious proſecuting of this Topick,i which, -if 
droye on to the utmoſt, would afford talk to cter- 
nity ?. I aim herein at no- more than this, name- 


ly , That fince thoſe grave Doors, take [ſuch a 


{winging range, and latitude, I, w ho. am but a 
ſmattering Novice in Divinity, may have the lar- 
ger allowacce for any flips, or miſtakes. . + - 
__ Now 206 nag - Fe ” St. Paxl, who uſes 
theſe expreſſions, [Ye ſuffer fools gladly,} apply- 
ing it to himſelf ; and again, [As a foot receive me] 
and [That which 1 iþcak,, 1 fpeaknot after the Lord, 
but ai it were Fooliſhly;, and 1n another place, [We 
are Fools ſor Chriſt's Jake : ] Ste how theſe com- 
mendations of Folly are- equal to the Author.of 
them, both great, and ſacred. The ſame holy 

erſon does yet enjoyn, and command the being a 

ool as 2 vittue,of all other moſt requiſite, and ne- 


. ceſlary.; for ſays he[.]f any man ſeem to be wiſe in this 


DEI 


world, let bins become a Fool, that he may be wiſe] 


/ Thus St. Zake records, how our Savionr, after his 


reſurreftion, joyning himſelf with two of his Di- 
ſciples travelling to Emma, at his firſt faluta- 
tion. he calls them Fools, ſaving, [O Fools, and 
ſlow of heart to believe.] Nor may this ſeem ſtrange 
in compariſon to what is yet farther delivered 
by St. Pau/, who adventures to attribute ſome- 
thing of Folly eyen to the All-wiſe God himſelf, 


 [ The Foeli/aneſs of God (ſays he) is wiſer than Men : 


Jn. which Text St. Orzgen would not have the 
word Foolsſbneſs any: way. referr'd to men, or ap- 
plicable to the ſame ſenſe, where is to. be vn+ 

derſtood 
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derſtood «that other paſlage of 'St. Paul, [The 
anna the Croſs to rhem that periſh, fooliſhneſs.] 
But why do-1 put my ſelfto the trouble of citing 
ſo-many: -fince this one may ſuffice for all, 
namely, That: in thoſe myſtical \Plalms,' wherein 


David repreſents the Type of Chriſt, & is there 


acknowledged by our Saviour , in way'of confel- 
fian, thatiieven: He himſelf. was guilty of Folly, 
Thou (ſays he)'O God know'ff| my fooliſhnieſs? Nor 
iS iT, without! ſone reaſon, that Fools Tor- theif 
plainneſs, and-ſincerity of heart, have alwiys been 
moſt acceptable to God Almighty. 'For! as the 
Princes of this world have ſhrewdly ſaſpe@ed;and 
carried a jealous. eye over ſuch of their" Subjedts 
as were the-moſt obſervant, and deepeſt Poſrrici- 
ans," ( for thus Ce/ar was afraid" of the PRSUtng 
is, and: Brutus, thinking hitmſeIFfecyh noun 
from the careleſs drinking Amhory; Vero ke- 
wiſe miſtruſted Seneca, and Dionyſus would hay 
been willingly rid 'of Plaro) whereas theftant alt + 
put-greater confidence in ſuch as are of'1 le- 
ty;and contrivance.. So our Saviour in-likeman- 
ner diſlikes and condemns 'the wiſe, -and Crafty; 
a$® St: Paul does expreſly declare in theſe Words, 
God bath choſenthe fooliſh Things of the world; and 
again, It pleaſed God by Fbolsſhmeſs to ſave the'world, 
implying, 'that-by Wiſdom it could never have 
been: ſaved-'» Nay 'God- humifelf teſtifies as. much, 
when he ſpeaks by the: mouth of his Prophet, / 
will deftroy: the. wiſdom of the Wiſe, and bring'to 
noun bt- the underftanding of the Lenrned. " Again, 


. our, Sayiour'..does ſolemnly. return his Farther 


thanks', fer" that he had hidden the myſteries of 
DSL T 2 fal- 
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ſaluation from the Wiſe, and reveal/d:thim to Babes, 
z, e. to Fools; for the original word meſes being 


oppoſed -to myeir, if one lignifie- Wiſeg/the other 


muſt Fooliſh. To the ſame; purpaſe-did'our bleſ- 
ſed Lord MR condemn: and upbraid-he 
Scribes, Pharilees, and Lawyers, - while he. carries 
himſelf kind and obliging to. theunlearbed multi- 
tude: For what other: can be the meaning of that 
tart Denuntiation,. Wo; wrto you Seriber; and Pha- 
r:ſees , than, Wo unto: you: Wiſe: men, whereas 
he ſeems chiefly dehghted: with childrev, women, 
We may farther take notice,that among all-the 
ſeveral kinds of Brute creatures , he ſhews great» 
eſt liking to ſuch as are fartheſt thſtant fromthe 
lubtlety of the Fox. . Thus-in his progreſs to Je- 
raſalem he choſe to ride ſitting -ppon -an- Afr 1 
thongh, if he pleaſed, be might haye :mounted:the 
ack of a Liow with more of. State, and as little 
: danger. The Hely . Spirit choſe rather hke- 
wie to deſcend from Heaven -in'-the:ſhape of a 
bmple gall-leſs Dope: than in that:'of an Eagle, 
Kite, or other more lofty Fowl. ? 
*Tbys all along in the Holy Scriptures there are 
; iaqueng Metaphors, and Similitudes'of the moſt 
nolfenfive creatures, ſuch as Stags, Hirids, Lambs, 
and thelike. Nay thoſe bleſſed Souls, that -w the 
day of Judgment are to be plac'd at our Saviour's 
right hand, are «call'd- Sheep, which are: the 'moit 
ienflets, and ſtypid of all cattle,' as is evidenc*d*by 
Ariſtotle's Greek Proverb, ae-Coreo? #3Gr, a ſheep» 
1 ſhneſs of temper, hEA dull, blockiſh; llee Y, un- 
manly humour. Yet. of ſuch a. Flock Chrilt1s not 
aſhamed 
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| II decall'da Lomb; 


_ - and Maſter, that when they ſhould: be brow 


FF 1a3 ) 
a{hamcd to profeſs himſelf berd: na 
he.would not-only have all bis —_— 


Fohn the Baptiſt feetly Jeſus coming'mn- 


| to him, he ſaith, Behold the Lamb of God ; which 


the peahyſ is Very often given to our Saviour i in 
T 
this Ts tono leſs, chinl that all widh> / { 


"A 
tal men are Fools, even the righteous, and godly, \. 
as well as ſinners; nay, 'in ſome' {enſe oor” bleſſed 
Lord himſelf, who although he was rhe wiſdom of 
the Father, yet to repair the infirmities of fallen 
Man,.'\he became.in ſome WW ewes .of 
humane folly, when he r00k our nature TOR, 
ard: was found in faſpion as a Mart" Or: 
mage hm to be fin for us, who knew no ſin, that vs 

might be made the ; of God 3n him. Nor 
would he heal thoſe hes our ſins had madei by 
any other method, than 'by the fools 
Croſs, -publiſhed' by the y ve.” ' unearned 
Apoſtles, to. whom. he _— 
the: excellence of Folly, RE them againſt 
the infectiouſneſs'of: Wiſdom, bythe leveratex- 
amples he propoſes - them to! imitate, Juch as 
Children, Lilies, Sparrows, Mat rd;ank ſock "like 
beings, which are'gither pinaniryate, of at 
leaſt devoid of | reaſon ,] \and*!ifigeny j guided 
by -#o:other conduct than that, of (9Ruat; with- 
ont care, trouble,.or--contrivaiice.- To'the ſame 
intent the Diſciples were warned by their rea 


es, Pow, 
, or whas thing 
they 


io the Synagoguess 4nd wto: 
ers, they houk! rake no thoug bt 
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they. ſhould' anſwers] nor what they ſbogld ſay: The 
Ao a ſteiftly forbid to Sls Ants 
' and:ſeaſons, or to place any co ce in their own 
_ abilities, but.to depend . whollyzupon Divine af- 
ſiftance. |.» Ad HC} Rae 
:: At the firſt peopling of Paradiſe, the Almighty 
had never laid fo ſtrict a charge on our-Father 
Adam; to refrain from eating of the tree of Know- 
edg, except he had; thereby» tore warned ; that 
the-taſt of Knowledge won{d:ibe -the'bane' of: all 
Happineſs. St. Paul lays exprefly, that Knowledge 
aft up, 1, e- it 15 fatal, and poyſonous':- Inpur- 
'{uance whereunto 'St. Bernardimnterprets thatiex- 
geeding + hight. Monntain ,.. whereon the Devitihad 
creed: his ſeaty to have: been the moyntain-of 
Knewledge. And perhaps this may be-atgaher 
argument whiclr ought not. to be omitted;niamely, 
Dhat”Folly is-:acceptable,- at 'teaſt excuſable:with 
the Gods," in.as much as they .cafily /paſs by 'the 
| x failures of Fools,” while the miſcarriages 
oLiuch; as are known to have more wit, .ſhall:yery 
hatdly Inapardon ;.nay; when a wiſeman 
comes to. ſue'for-an::acquitrment [from any';guilr, 
he muſt ſhrowi:himfelf under-the patronage;7;and 
Hxetext; of Folly, "For thus-in”. the Twelfth: of 
Numbers; dare intreats. Moſes ito ftay ther Le- 
profic- of hi »Sifter Miriam i laying, , Slas,' my 
Herd, Theſeethther,' lay not' the ſbr' upon us, wherein 
ave have ont” foalsſtly; i: Thus: when | Daw fpared 
Sax{sSlife; whemhe: found him ſleeping in aiTent 
of: Hachilah,'idt: willing: ra:ftretch forth bis band 
ArAiriitibe {ord x dvemed Sau excuſes his- for- 
met feverity. by. conifeflingyn Brbuld 7+ bave'! played 
(YN tne 
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er, -Lord, 1-praythee;take away 
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the'Faol, and have erred exceettingly;” David allo 
himfelf;. in much the ſame form; begs the retnif+ 
fion-of-his Sin from God Almighty with this pray- 
'mmiquity of thy 
Servant, for. 1 bave done: very fooliſhly ;, as 1f lie 
could-;not:; have; hoped otherwiſe to | have” his 
pardon granted, except he petitioned for- it.un- 
der:the! covert, and-mitigation of Folly. The-a- 
greeable pradtice of our Saviour is yet more Con 
vincing,who, when he: hung upon the Croſs, pray- 
ed-for his-Enemies; ſaying, Father, forgive them, 
urging ho other plea in their behalf than that! of 
their? ance, . for they know* not "what they! do. 
Tothe fame effe&t St. Paul, in hisfirſt Epiſtle. to 
Timothy,, acknowledges he had beena Blaſphemer, 
andgPerſecuter, But (faith he) 1 obtained mercy, 
becanſe I aid it ignarantly in unbelief..' Now what's 
the-meaning of the: phraſe, [7 did. it rgnorantly}F 


. but only This ?: My fault was occaſioned: froma 


miſ-informed Folly.,;not from a deliberate Malice. 
What ſignifies /[Z obtaized mercy, ] but only that 
I ſhould not otherwiſe have. obtained'it, had not 
Folly, and Ignorance been my vinditation? + To 
the ſame purpole'4s rhar other: pallage in the my- 
ſterious Pſalmiſt, 'which 1 forgot' to mentiog'm 
its-proper place,” namely, Oh'remtmbtr not the ſms 
and offences of my Youth ! The word which we ren- 
defriOfences, is inLatin, Jenorantsar, Ignorances: 
Obſerve; the'twothings he alledges in his excuſe, 
are firſt his -awneſs-of + Age, to which" Folly; 'and 
want of Experience are conitant attendants; and 
ſecondly, his /gnorarces, expreſſed in: the Plural 
number, for an enhancement, and aggravation ot 
his Fooliſkneſs, | Bur 


- 


16: Þ* tn 
But that I ion prong this Subject too far; 
to draw now toward a Concluſion, is is obferys- 
ble, That the Chriſtian Religion ſeems to' have 
ſome relation to Folly, and noalliance at-all with 
nn. — OOOIns whereof, if you wrt 
ther n my bare word, you may''pleafe, 
Ds ada, ahat Children , Wenn Old 
men, and Fools, led as it-were by a ſecrer impulſe 
of Nature, are always moſt conſtant in-repait- 
ing to Church, 'and moſt zealous, devout, and 
attentive in the performance of the ſeveral parts 
of Divine Service : Nay, the firſt ; of 
the Goſpel, and the firſt Conyerts to iani- 
ty, were men of Plainneſs, and Simplicity, whol- 
ly unacquaitted yith Secular Policy, or 'Learn- 


Farther, there are none more filly, od nearer 
// their wits end, than thoſe who-are too ſaperſti- 
tionlly Religious: They are profuſely laviſh in 
their Charity, They invite freſh Aﬀronts by an 
Eafie forgiveneſs of paſt Injuries ;- They foffer 
themſelves to be cheated, and impoſed upon; by 
laying claim to the Þrmocence of the Dove; They 
make it the intereſt of no perfonsto oblige them, 
becauſe they*l love, and do good to their Enemies, 
as much as to the moſt endearing Friends;: They 
baniſh all Pleaſure, feeding epon the Penance of 
Watching, Faſting, Weeping, Sorrow, and Re- 
proach ; They value not therr lives, but with St. 
Paul wiſh to be diſſolved, and cover the fiery tryal 
of Martyrdom : In a They ſeem altogether 
ſodeſtitute of common ſenſe, that their Soul ſeems 


already ſeparated from their dead, and _ ve 


RCW”. 
Bly. f Avin e itnaghne aff th aff this to 
Maded: the leſs 
CAT Noa ks at” the Feaſt of Pentecoſt, 
be thought 4-idk with new 
wine, or po t. Pall was cenſured y Feſtus, 


ro have beet beſide himſelf, 
| And ſitice 1 have had ute confidence ſto. goe 
thus far, 1 ſhall venture yet- a litrle forw 


der, and be fo bold as ro thus mach. 1 Mk 
All” that . fitalt happineſs , which Chriſtians, 
through ſo many rubs, and briers of difficulties, 
contend. for, is at laſt no . better than a 1 on 

_ of Fol and Madneſs.” This mn, ep 

be tho Ztit extravagatitly ſpoke; | but confi det 
2 while, aaddeliberare]y Itate the caſe. 

Firſt then, the Chriſtians ſ6 far agree with the 
Plaronifts as to believe ; that the Body is no 
better thats a4 Priſon, or. Dungeon, for the con- 
finemetit of the Soul ; That the-efote,. While the 
ny Is ſhackled tg the walls of Fl her o_ 
ing Ae ; ops and all her. e wins” Hi 
coltioy © nd fetter'd by the groſs par cles 
of Market Irie ae neither rely ratige af- 
rer, rior, when haply overtook, can Chidtiyc con- 
tetmPlate, her proper Object of Truth. 

rther,, [late defines Philoſophy to' be the\( 
i. tation of Death; becauſe the one performs 
th hk Oi with the other, natticly; withdraws 
26s wh all viſible, and corporeat obj; , 
hin: bl the Soul does patiently 1 4(tha 
the feyeril 'brgans, and' Tiembers of the 4 
long is a thatt dC” of 4 good, -4n& ſour 


diſpo- 
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yans, It is then termed down-right madneſs. 
And yet, many times perſons thus ed ſhall 
have Prophetick Extales _ of foretelling things 
to come, ſhall in a Rapture talk og they 
never before learned, and ſeem in all things 
a(tuated by ſomewhat Divine , and Extraor- 
dinary: And all This no doubt is only. the ef- 
feft of the Soul's being more releaſed from its 
Go gs ry to the Body, whereby it'can, with | 
leſs impediment exeit the energy. of Life, 
and Motion. From hence no queſtion has ſprung 
an obſeryation of like nature, confirmed now 
into a ſettled Opinion , That ſome long experi- 
enced Souls in the world, before their diſlodging , 
- arrive to the height of. Prophetick ſpirits. - 

If this diſorder ariſe from an intemperance 
in Religion , and too high a ſtrain” of: Devo- 
tion, though it be of a ſomewhat differing ſort, 
yet it is ſo near a kin to the former, that a 
great -part of mankind apprehend it as a meer 
Madneſs ; eſpecially when perſons of that ſu- 
perſtitions humour are ſo pragmatical, and ſin- 

lar, as to ſeparate, and live apart as it were 
From all the world beſide : So as they ſeem to 
have experienc'd what Plato dreams to have 
happened between ſome, who incloſed in a 
dark .cave, did only ruminate on: the Ideas, 

and 
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and Abſtratted ſpeculatjons of Entities ; and one 
other of their company, who, had gor abroad 
into the open'light, and/athis return tells them, 
what a blind miſtake they had lain under; that 
he had ſeen the fubſtance of what their dotage of 
imagination reach'd only in ſhadow ; that there- 
fore he could not but pity, and condole their 
deluding dreams, while they on the other ſide 
no leſs bewail his phrenfie , and turn him out 
of their ſociety for a Lunatick, and Madman. 

Thus the vulgar are” wholly taken up with 
thoſe objefs that are moſt familiar to. their | 
ſenſes, ' beyond © which they are apt to think All * 
is but Fairy-land 3 while thoſe that are devout- 
Iy Religions, ſcorn to ſet "their 'thovghts,'or af- 
ections on' any ' things below, but mount- their 
ſoul to the purſuit of incorporeal, and inviſſhle 
Beings: The former, in their marſhalling the. 
requiſites: of Happineſs, place Riches in the -. 
front, the endowments of the Body in the next! | 
rank, and leave the accompliſhments of the -- 
Soul to bring up the rear; nay, ſome will 
ſcarce believe there is any ſuch thing at all as 
the Soul, becanſe they cannot ' literally ſee a 
reaſon of their faith; while the other pay their 
firſt-fruits of ſervice to that moſt ſimple, and 
imcomprehenſible Being, God,: employ _thetn-\ 
Telves "next in providing for the happineſs of | 
that which comes neareſt to-their immortal : 
Soul, being not at all mindful of their corrupt] 
bodily carcaſſes, and lighting. money as the 
dirt, and rnbbage of the world; Or if at any: 

V 2 | timg 
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dan oh, vr, require them to he: 
ne pen Ms Ro i 
dar regret, and 2 kind of ill will, gblerving 
what St. Paul adviſes his Corinthians,, Having 
Wives, and yet being «« though they had, nan , 
Buying, and yet remaining as rhang they polleſſed 
ner. 
There are between theſe two ſorts: of perſons 
many differences in ſeveral other;reſpefts. As 
firſt, though all. che Senſes havg the ſame. mutua} 
relation to the Body,. yet ſome are more grols 
than others, as thoſe, five corporeal ;qnes of 
g ouching , Feng s Smelling , Seeing, Taft. 
- Whereas ſome. again are more refine, and 
aftrnl n Pt Wn Not 
r the I: 
mary will be alway moſt ready, andenpe 
dite at that, to, which it is naturally moſt in; 
/ clined, Hence is it, that a pious fopl, imployr 
- ing all its power and- abilities in the pri afe 
\, ter ſuch things, .as axe fartheſt removed trom 
' Senſe,—is- edtly . ſtupid, and *brutilh, in the 
/ management of any worldly pr ;: While on 
the Other ſide. the vulgar 6 ſo intent, upon 
theic buſineſs, and: imployment, . that they. hang 
not. time to beſtow qne, poor. thought vp 
| ful i ternity..: From ſuch ardour of iis 
tion was it that St, Berzagd in. his ſtud 

FRE Qyl inſtead of Wane, and. yet his os 

Ma io taken vp 7, that | he . neyer obſery'd the 
ake. 

Farther , amang. the Paſſions of the. Soul, 
ſome 


ns haxe a greater communication with ghs | 
and Neb, Anger , Pride, apd Egvy; math, theſe | 


the Pious man is 4n, coptinual war, and 1TecOn- | 
cileablke enmity, while the Vulgar cheriſh, and | 


foment them, as the beſt comforts of Life, 
There: are other affections of a middle na- 
ture, common.,, and innate .to every. man; ſuch 
are Loye to ones Country, «Duty to Parents, 
' Love to Children, Kindneſs to Friends, -and 
ſuch like; to theſe the Vulgar pay ſome reſpect, 
but the Religious endeavour to ſupplant, and 
eradicate from their Soul, except they can-raile, 
and- ſublimate them to the moſt"refined pitch. of 
Virtue; ſpas to love, or honour their Parents, 
not barely ynder that character, (for, what did 
they. do more than. generate a Body, -nay even 
for that we are primarily beholden tg-.God, 
the firſt Parent of all Mankind ?) but as. Good 
men only, upon whom is imprinted the hyely 


image of that Divine nature, which-they eſteem 


as the chief, and-only Good, beyond: whom nor 
thing deſerves to be belpved, nothing deiwed. 


By the ſame Rule they meaſure all, the other 
offices, or Duties of Life z in each. which, ; 
whatever is earthly, and-corporeal, ſhall,/if-nox / 
wholly rejefted, yet at leaſt be put behand what | 
Faith, makes the ſubſtence of things net : ſeew. 


Thus in the Sacraments, - and- all other. Acts of 
Religion, "they make a. difference between the 
outward: appearance , . or body of them, and 
the more inward Soul, or Spirit. . ' A$-$0 'int- 
, 1 ſtance 3 
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ſtance, in Faſting , they think it very \ineffe- 
Qual to abſtain from fleſh, or. debar themſelyes 
of a meals meat , (which yet is all the "vulgar 
underſtand by this duty): unleſs 'they likewiſe 
reſtrain their paſſions, fubdue their anger, and 
mortifie their pride z that the Soul being thus 
difingaged from the intanglement of" the body , 
may have a better relliſh to Spiritual} ObjeRts, 
and take an Antepaſt of Heaven. 'Thus (fay 
they) in the holy Euchariſt, though the out- 
ward Form and Ceremonies are not wholly to 
be deſpiſed, yet are theſe prejudicial, at leaſt 
unprofitable, 1f as bare Signs only they are not 
accompanied with the thing fignified, which is 
© the body, and bloud of Chriſt, whoſe death, till 
his ſecond coming, we are hereby to repreſent 
by the vanquiſhing , and burying ovr vile af- 
feftions , that they may ariſe to a newneſs of 
Life, and be united firſt each to other, then all 
to Chriſt. 

Theſe are the ations, and meditations of 
the truly pious perſon ; while the Vulgar place 
all their Religion in crowding - up cloſe to the 
Altar, in liſtning to the words of the Prieſt, 
and in Wing very circumſpett at the obſervance 
of each trifling Ceremony, Nor is it in ſuch 
caſes only as we have here given for Inſtances, 
but through his whole conrle of Life, that: the 
Pious man, without any regard to the baſer 
materials 'of the body, - ſpends himſelf wholly 
In a-fix'd intentneſs ypon Spiritual, inviſible, 
and eternal] objects. 

| Now 
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'- Now fince theſe perſons ſtand off, and keep at 
ſo. wide a diſtance between themſelyes, it is 
cuſtomary. for them both to think each other 
mad : And were 1 to give my opinion to which 
of the two the name does molt properly be- 
long, I ſhonld, 1 confeſs, adjudge it to the Re- 
ligious;z. of the reaſonableneſs whereof you may 
be farther convinced, if I proceed to demon- 


ſtrate what- I formerly hinted at, namely, that 


That ultimate happineſs, which REO 00 peo- 
ſes, is no other than ſome ſort of Madnels. 
Firſt therefore , Plato dreamt ſomewhat of 


this nature, when he tells us, that the Madneſs 


of Lovers was of all other diſpoſitions of the. bo- 
y moſt deſireable ; for he who 1s once through- 
ly ſmitten with this Paſſion, lives no longer 
within himſelf, but has removed his foul te 
the ſame place, where he has ſettled his. affe- 
(tions, and looſes himſelf to find the qbjeft he 
ſo much dotes upon: This ſtraying now, and 
wandring of a ſoul from. its own manſion, what 
is it better than a plain tranſport of Madneſs? 
What elſe can be the meaning of thoſe Prover- 
bial phraſes, Non eſt apud ſe, He is not Him- 
ſelf; Ad te redi, Recover your ſelf, and Sibs 
redditus eſt, He is come again-to Himſelf ? And 
accordingly , as Love is more hot, and eager, 
ſo is the Madneſs thence enſuing more incura- 
ble, and. yet more happy. Now what ſhall be 
that fature happineſs of glorified Saints, whi 
pond Souls here on' Earth fo earneſtly; groar 
or, but only that the Spirit, as the. more 

porene, 


" 
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potirit , and prevalent victor, ſhall ovet-intaſters 
and. ſwallow up the body ; and that the more 
eafily, becauſe, while here' below , the feveral 
inetmhers , by being mortified, and kept in 


' , fubjeftion, were the better prepared for this 


faparatirnng change : and afterward the Spirit 
it ſelf fhall-be loſt, and drown'd in the abyſs 
of Beatifick Viſton, ſo as the whole Man will 
be then petfettly beyond all its own bounds, 
and be no otherwiſe happy than as tranſported 
into Extafie, and wonder it feels fone unſpeak- 
able influence from that Omnipotent Being , 
which makes all things completely bleſſed by 
aſſitailating them to its own likeneſs? Now 
althongh this happineſs be then only conſum- 
| when Souls at the getieral Refurre- 


mated 
» ton ſhall be re-united to their Bodies, and 


both: be cloarhed with Immortality. Yet becauſe 
a Religious life is bat a continued meditation 
pews and as it were a Tranſcript gf the Joys 
x Heaven ; therefore to ſuch perk there is 
allowed ſome relliſh and foretaſt of that plea- 
ſire here, which is to be their reward hereaf- 


- fer, And although This indeed be bor a ſmall 


pittance of ſatisfaftion, compared with that 
tuture, inexhauftible fountain of Blefledhels ; 
yet does it abundantly overballance aft world 


\\ If delights, were they afl in conjuntion fer off 
| / to their beft adyantage, fo great is the prece- 
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” of Spiritual things before Corporeal , of 
nviſible before Material and Viſible. This is 
what the Apoſtte gives an eloquent deſcription 


oof, 


bus. perfeted/; and completed [by her - wortd! 


. putting on immortality. 


'skrew, and diſtort their faces to uncouth , and' 
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of, where he ſays by way of encourag 
That Eye hath: trot; ſeen, nor Berner pit 
it entred into the: heart | of . man. to conceinge” 
things which "God, hath prepared: for. them thar 


Jove him. This bkewiſe is that! breter pare-which 


Mary choſe , - witch ſhail not he taken from; ber, 
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Now thoſe; who. are. thus: deyoutl! :alleted,, 
(though few: bo are {o,): vndergo. fomgrehge 
of ſtrange alteration , which very nearly-ap- 
p-oaches to Madneſs : They ſpeak many. things 
at an abrupt, and incoherent rate, as if they 
were actuated by ſome. poſleſſing Demor.; they 


* make an inarticulate poiſe , without any diſtin- 


gviſhable' ſenſe,' or meaning; © they ' ſometimes 


antick looks; - at one -time ' beyond meaſbre 
chearful, [then 'as immoderately. ſullen;; bw 


+ ſobbing, then laughing, and ſoon after ſighing, 
. asif they were perfectly diſtracted, and-/ont- of 


their ſenſes. If they have any- ſober ivtervals 
of coming to themſelves again, like St. Paul 
they then confeſs, that they were canght uf they 


. know not where, whether un the: body ,- or. out of 
- the :bady, they cannot tell ; \ av if they! had been 
. ina dead. ſleep ,. or trance, they remember no- 
. thing of, what: they - have heard, ſeen, ſaid;-;/or 
. done : This. they only know-', that their | paſt 
-deluſion was a moſt. deſirable bappineſs;. thar : 
.. therefore they bewail nothing. more than the 

loſs of: it,; nor wilh for _— greater joy than 


the 
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+ quick retarn of it, and. more durable abode 
: -and"this (ag have faid Y'is the fore- 
or- anticipation of foture-Beſſtedneſs : -'? 
4 gdoubr, Fhave forgorimiy< ſelf, and _ 
——_—_ tranſgreſ#d- the bounds of mode 
| 616-0129 if -] have faid any thing too! c< 
4.OT impertinently , be pleaſed to conk- 
xe Ot 41t was fpoke- by Folly; and that under 
cr hor of a” Wonian ;, yer at thei ſame time 
_ the” oppticableneſs 'of that Greek 


Fl X 


Has Tel L; jane was wmta/erm tiny, ; 


Pl Fool oft aaks a ſeaſenable Truth 


Lileſs you will be 1b witty 'as. to object, that 
\tifis [makes no A polopy for Me, 'becauſe 'the 
. word '2yig;, fignifies'a Man, not 2 Weman, and 
conſequently my Sex debars me from the beſte- 
fir of that obſervation. | 


1 perceive now, that, for a concluding Treat, 
you expect- a! formal Epilogue, and the ſumming 
"up of all in' a brief recitation; but Fle"affire 
- you; you- are”grofly miſtaken, 'j3f you ſuppoſe, 
that after ſuch. -a Hodg-podg medley of Speech, 
1 ſhould bc. able to recolfett "any: thing | have 
delivered, | Beſide, as it is an'"old Proverb, Miow 
wiped ounkray. © bate a Pot-compatiion with « 
good mentory, {0 indeed I inay: as truly ſay, Mon 
wiewere exoal's, 7 hate a bearer, that will carry 
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